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Letters 


Is Puerto Rico Back from the Brink? 

WritingintheWeek( July20) ,N ational Review’ seditorsincorrectlycharacterize 

PuertoRicogovemoiAlejandroGarciaPadilla.Theimnfairportrayalofliisefforts 

torevitalizePuertoRico’seconomyisadisservicetotheseriousnesswithwhich 

his administration has addressed Puerto Rico ’s fiscal crisis . N ational Review 

shouldinsteadrecognizethegovemorasajobcreatorandfiscalreformer. 

In the past few weeks, the U. S . Department of the Treasury and the Con- 
gressionalResearchServicehailedthegovemor’swillingnesstoundertakenec- 
essarycost-cuttingmeasuresinadifficultenvironment.Theseactions,andthe 
commentsofsupport,speaktoGovemorGarciaPadilla’struerecord. 

ThefactsshowthatPuertoRico’seconomyismovingintherightdirection. 
GovemorGarciaPadillahasenactedtoughspendingcutsandachievedimpres- 
sive results. The general-fund budget deficit, which stood at $2.2 billion in 
2012,hasbeencutto$550million.GovemorGarciaPadillasignedtheFiscal 
SustainabilityActin2014,generatingnearly$1.4billioninsavings Additionally, 
he fought for comprehensive pension-reform legislation, which has also been 
passedAllofthishasledtothefirstbalancedbudgetinmorethanadecade. 

JuanE. Hernandez 

Director, PuertoRicoFederalAjfairsAdministration 


The Editors RESPOND:UnderGovemorGarciaPadilla’sleadership,PuertoRico 
continued,andcontinues,toaddtoitsdebtratherthanreduceit.Yes,a$550mil- 
liondeficitispreferabletoa$2.2billiondeficit,but,inPuertoRico’ssituation, 
that’slike saying that agunshot wound to the abdomenispreferable to ahead 
shot.Thegovemorhasflinchedonnecessarybudgetcuts,restoringsome$166 
millioninUniversityofPuertoRicofundingafterstudentprotests.Yes,pension- 
reformlegislationwaspassed — andthegovemorpromptlysabotagedit,shorting 
i±)ynearly$ 1 OQmilliontomakeupforthefactthattaxcollectionsareweakeven 
asratesriseAndthattrendcontinuesiTheisland’ssalestaxjustrosefromVper- 
centtol 1 .Spercent.GovemorGarciaPadilla’sbigideawas — nosurprise — al 6 
percentVAXwhichlawmakershavethusfariiadthegoodsensetodeclineenact- 
ing.Increasingthetariffonoilimports/rom$9.25abarrelto$ 1 5 .50,ismadness, 
aswasthegovemor’spursuitofanunseriousdebt-restructuringprogramthat,in 
attemptingtopreemptfederalbankruptcylaw,waspatentlyunconstitutional,as 
has been twice confirmed now by federal courts. Governor Garcia Padilla’s 
responsetoallthissuggestsverystronglythathedoesnotunderstandthatPuerto 
Rico ’ sfiscalcrisisisonl}dncidental ;itsrea]problemisaneconomiccrisis Puerto 
Ricohasthelowestwork-force-participationrateintheAmericasandatax-and- 
regulatoryburdenthathasstifledalmostalleconomicgrowthfor20years.The 
govemorhasnotliftedapinkytoaddressthatfundamentalproblemandinfact 
opposes measures such as exempting Puerto Rico from the minimum wage, 
whichNationalBureauofEconomicResearchandHarvardscholarsestimatehas 
addedSto 1 Opercenttoitsunemployment.Thereisnoworldinwhichthatadds 
upto‘ ‘impressi veresults . ’ ’ 



Letters may be submitted by e-mail to letters@nationalreview.com. 
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The Week 


■ Hillary has been wearing orange pantsuits . Someone’s been 
planningahead. 

■ InaspeechatAmericanUniversitydefendinghisIrandeal, 
PresidentObamaaccuseditsRepublicanopponentsofmaking 
“commoncause”witli[ranianhard-liners.TheGOP-hard-liner 
axis was soonj oinedby the S enate ’ s third-ranking Democrat, 
Charles Schumer. “The very realriskthatiran will. . .use the 
agreementtopursueitsnefariousgoalsistoogreat,”Schumer 
said.BuckingObamaonsuchamajorissuewasaboldmove. 
White House spokesman Josh Earnest suggested that Derm 
craic senators keep Schumer out of theirtop spot after Harry 
Reidretires,whileMoveOncomparedSchumertoJosephLie 
berman(thatbeing,intheirview,abadthing).YetSchumerwas 
notboldenough.If[ran’sgoalsarenefariousandthedealreally 
risky, thenheshouldwantothersenatorstojoinhim.Yethehas 
saidthathewillnottrytopersuadeothers — suggestingthathe 
opposes the deal only to please constituents and donors. 
Emersonwasnopolitician,buthesaiditbest:Whenyoustrike 
ataking,youmustkillhim. 

■ AnotherdisturbingPlannedParenthoodvideocameout,this 
timeshowingaformeremployeeclaimingthattheorganization 
sometimes took fetal organs without getting the mothers ’ con- 
sent.It’smoreevidencethatthegroupshouldbeinvestigatedand 
its taxpayer subsidies eliminated; more evidence as well that 
abortioncoarsensthesensibilitiesofthoseinvolvedinthetrade. 
ThevideoscameatanawkwardtimeforDonaldTrump,whois 
simultaneously adjusting to being a conservative and being a 
presidentialcandidate. Eirsthe saidhewouldkeep government 
funding going for only the “good” things Planned Parenthood 
doesratherthanforabortion — apparentlyunawarethatcurrent 
lawmakesthatdistinction already. Eventually, though, he said 
that he would cut off the nation’ s largest abortion provider 
entirely. There wasn’talways aconsensus among Republicans 
onthisissue.Thereisnow. 

■ TheEBIseizedtheserverthatHillaryClintonmaintainedin 
herChappaquahomewhileshewas secretary ofstate.But,of 
course,itisnowblank — aftersteppingdown,shehiredaColo 
raiofirmPlatteRiverNetworks,toupgradehersystem,retain- 
ing (presumably) only what she wished to retain. End of her 
troubles? No corpse, no crime? Not so fast. Handing highly 
classifiedinformationovertothirdparties,eventodestroyit,is 
itselfacrime.Andwearestillleftwonderinghowinsecureher 
highly classified information was when she had it. (Michael 
Elynn,formerdirectorofObama’sDefenseIntelligenceAgeicy, 
said it was ‘ ‘likely’ ’ that her system was hacked : ‘ T j ust kno w 
howouradversarieswork.”)Andwhydidshewant — whydid 

I she nee — aprivate system any way ?Wemayfindout only if 

I the EBIbroadens its inquiry to include her tech-support firm, 

g lawyers ,andotherpartners . 



■ In the first debate, Marco Rubio said he thought abortion 
shouldbeillegalevenincasesofrape — aviewhereiteratedon 
other occasions. Eellow candidate Ted Cruz takes the same 
view. Scott Walker went even further, saying that abortion 
shouldbebannedwithnoexceptiontosavethemother’slifeA 
strong argument for the Rubio/Cruz position canbe made, in 
theory.Butdoesitneedtobemadebyapresidentialcandidate? 
Roughly three-quarters of Americans consistently say when 
polledthatabortionshouldbelegalincasesofrape.Cruzand 
RubiocouldservelbconsecutiveyearsintheWhiteHouseand 
abortion wouldstillbelegaleverywhereinthecountryinthis 
circumstance.Bycontrast,Democratsareoutofstepwithpub- 
licopiniononabortioninamuchmorepres singway :Late-term 
abortion is effectively legal everywhere with their support. 
Rubioshouldpointouthowotherworldlythecampaigndiscus- 
sionhasbeen,andbringtheconversationbacktotheother99 
percentofabortions . 

■ Two Republican presidential candidates, Rubio and Chris 
Christie, have made a point of saying that they oppose legal 
marij uana and would enforce federal laws against it — even in 
statesthathavechosentorelaxoreliminatetheirbans.Rubiore 
iteratedthatviewjusttheotherday.WethinktheseRepublicans 
are wrong about marijuana and wrong about federalism. They 
saythatfederallawshouldbeenforced.Butthefederalgovem- 
menthaslongtakenabackseattothestatesinenforcingmari- 
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juanalaws;aseriousfederaleffortnowwouldrequireanenor- 
mousredirectionofresourcesforwhichneithercandidateisor 
shouldbe calling .What they seem to wantis the ability to use 
federallawenforcementtoarrestandprosecuteafewmarijuana 
vendorssoastoscaretheothersAfederaUawthatnobodyreally 
wantstoenforceisalawthatshouldb echanged. 


■ WalkerputforwardasolidplantoreplaceObamacare.lt 
wouldrestorethestates’roleastheleadregulatorsofhealth 
insurance.Thefedswouldnolongerimposetheemployer 
orindividualmandates,define“essentialbenefits,”orpush 
peopleintoexchanges.Insteadpeoplewouldgettaxcredits 
thatwouldenablethemtobuycatastrophiccoverageifthey 
chose — ormoreextensivecoverage,iftheychose tospend 

extra.Medicaidwouldbereformedsothatstatesnolonger 
had an incentive to spend more money. The taxbreakfor 
employer-provided coverage wouldbe capped, so thatthe 
mostexpensiveplanswouldnolongergetabiggersubsidy 
forbeingthemostexpensiveplansHealth-savingsaccounts 
wouldbeexpanded.Oneofthebestthingsabouttheplanis 
thatitisnotoriginalWalkerisdrawingonid easthatalready 
havebroadsupportamongRepublicans,includingthechair- 
men of the Senate Finance Committee and the House 
BudgeCommittee — and/orthatmat- 
ter, Walker ’ s presidential rival 
Marco Rubio. Repubicans 
have long been knocked, 
with some fairness, for not 
beingseriousaboutreplacing 
Obamacare. The party may 
finallybefiguringouthowto 
proceed. 

JL 

■ Theshootingof 1 8-year-oldTyroneHamsinFerguson,Mo., 
onAugust9,20 1 5 — oneyear,totheday,aftertheshootingdeath 
ofl8-year-oldMichaelBrownbywhiteFergusonpoliceofficer 
DarrenWilson — wasgrimbutapposite.Brown,afterrobbinga 
conveniencestore,refusedtoheedWilson’sinstructionstowalk 
on the sidewalk rather than down the middle of a local street, 
attackedtheofficer inhisvehicle,thenchargedhimonaFegu 
sonstreet,whereBrownwasfatallyshot.Harrisandtwofriends 
weretryingto sellalooted flat-screen television; an argument 
withaprospectivebuyerescalatedintoagunfight,duringwhich 
Harrisproceededtofire(withastolenweapon)onacarloadof 
undercover police officers . (Harris was wounded in the ex 
change.)Itisnosurprisethatmembers oftheBlackLivesMatter 
movement — which propagated the lie of “Hands Up, Don’t 
Shoot!” — ^refusedtoacknowledgeHarris’swrongdoing,despite 
videofootageofhisdrawingagun.Whatevervictorieshavebeen 
achieved (a “demilitarization” of local law enforcement, an 


increaseintheuseofbodycameras,greaterattentiontopolicing 
practicesingeneral),thewagesofFerguson,oneyearon,have 
been primarily civil disorder (at its nadir in B altimore) , in 
creased racial tension, and more-hesitant policing, mostly 
fomentedbyagroupofitinerantprotesterslargelyimperviousto 
reasoned, dispassionate argument and devoted to eradicating 
that nebulous, eve r- shifting leviathan, “white supremacy.” 
Watching Fergusonburn — again — this August, we findit hard 
tobelievethatthosesodedicatedtoracialjusticehavebrought 
usanyclosertoachievingit. 

■ Oneplacewhereblacklivesdonotseemtomatteris inutero . 
Blackwomenarefivetimeslikelierthanwhitewomentohavean 
abortion. As Ben Carson rightly noted during a recent Fox 
Businessinterview,that hasmuchtodowiththefoundressofthe 
birth-control movement (and Planned Parenthood), Margaret 
Sanger. While Sanger spent her 50-year birth-control crusade 
touting“reproductivefreedom”andwomen’s“liberation,”those 
goalswereinextricable,tohermind,fromstoppingthe“reckless 
breeding”ofthe“inferiorclasses,”the“mentallydefective,”the 
“poverty-stricken,”etal.Thusin 1 939, Sangerco mmencedher 
“NegroProject”topromotebirthcontrolamongblacks,whoJier 
BirthControlFederationreported,“stillbreedcarelesslyanddis- 
astrously.’TheabortionindustryjntentionallyomotJiascarried 
onSanger’stroublinglegacyAsofZOl 1 ,abortionandabortion- 
referral clinics were overwhelmingly located in zip codes with 
minoritypopulationswellabovethestateaverage,accordingtoa 
studybythepro-lifeorganizationLifeDynamicsAnd“whenthe 
Americanfamilyplanningindustryplacesmultiplefacilitiesina 
ZIPcode,”thestudynoted,“thatZIPcodeismorethantwo-and- 
a-halftimesaslikelytobedisproportionatelyminorityasnot.” 
Furthermore,despiteincreasedaccesstoabortionandcontracep- 
tion,studieshaveshownabortionratesrisingamonglow-income 
women.RuthBade rGinsburghassuggestedthatthereare“pop- 
ulationsthatwedon’twanttohavetoomanyof.”Ifyouwantto 
know which populations she’s thinking of, look for the local 
PlannedParenthoodclinic . 

■ “Immigration without assimilation is invasion,” Governor 
BobbyJindalofLouisianahasbeenrepeatingonthecampaign 
trail. The line is pure poetry, which W. H. Auden defined as 
memorablespeech.Notethat thepatternofaccentedandunac- 
centedsy liable s isperfectlysymmetrical.Thetriplerhymeon 
thekeywordsisearcandyintheserviceofastrong,principled 
message.WhileotherRepublicansrunningforpresidentargue, 
as they should, about the problem of illegal immigration and 
whattodoaboutit,Jindalismakingauniquecontributionby 
stressingthatsuccessfuhmmigrationpolicyisaboutcul tureas 
well as law. Succinctly channelingtheLeft’ serrorontherela- 
tionshipbetweenassimilationanddiversityAlGoreoncesaid 
that Epluribusunum means“Outofone,many,”gettingitex 
actlybackward.NowtheLeftischidingJindalforgettingthe 
mottoright. 

■ For 1 3 years, David Wells, an ordained Christian minister, 
servedasavolunteerchaplaintounderageinmatesatajuvenile- 
detentioncenterinWarrenCounty,Ky.Thestate’sdepartmentof 
juvenile justice revoked his credentials after he refused to 
promisethathewouldcomplywithanewregulationiVolunteers 
“shallnotimplyortellLGBTQIjuvenilesthattheyareabnormal, 



NATIONAL REVIEW I www.nationalreview.com 


SEPTEMBER 7, 2015 



Stay 

in the comfort 
of your home 


Reliable. Compact. Made in USA 

Bruno stairlifts restore access, safety and peace 
of mind to your home or the home of a loved one. 


Indoor or Outdoor • Curved or Straight 


^BRUNO 




for your independence 


bruno.com I 1-844-755-5544 


THE WEEK 


deviant, sinfulorthattheycanorshouldchangetheirsexualori- 
entation or gender identity.” No orthodox Christian chaplain 
couldagreetothatwording,becauseeveryoneissinful,including 
members oftheLGBTQIcommunity. As for changing “sexual 


orientationorgenderidentity,”Christiansbelieveintheunityof 
bodyandsoulandopposephysicalmutilation,andthereforetend 
to favor th e adjustment of one’s gender identity to match the 
physical fact of one’s sexual identity. Those convictions will 


The Trump Market 


F inancial-market prices should, according to efficient- 
market theory, be as good a signal of the underlying 
value of an asset as anything else. Prices are not per- 
fect, but they cannot be regularly outsmarted. When people 
are putting their money on the line, they tend to consider 
their options carefully, so prices don’t move on whims. 

As Donald Trump has surged to the top of the polls, 
economists have also been keeping their eyes on predic- 
tion and betting markets. It’s one thing to know what Mr. 
Zogby thinks, but another thing altogether to see the mind 
of Mr. Market. This instinct is backed up by a voluminous 
academic literature. Early work by economists found that 
prediction markets generated better forecasts of election 
outcomes than polls did. Some more recent work has 
found that polls can sometimes do as well, which confirms 
the view that market prices are as good as it gets even if 
they are not perfect. 

Mr. Trump currently leads the polls for the GOP nomina- 
tion. And yet Trump’s field sits silent and fallow on the GOP 
landscape, according to political-futures markets. 

The failure of prediction markets to price in the “Trump 
surge” raises the question whether his rise in the polls is 
merely a bubble, poised to burst and fade as quickly as it 
formed and expanded. On the other hand. Trump sup- 
porters could argue that the futures markets are simply 
underpricing their candidate’s prospects. Asking the 
question now on the minds of many, the Washington Post 
recently ran a column titled “Will the Donald Trump Bub- 
ble Ever Pop?” 

If history is any guide, the answer is yes. In the 201 2 nom- 
ination cycle, a number of candidates surpassed Mitt 
Romney in the polls, grabbing a lead similar to that experi- 
enced by Trump. First, there was the Rick Perry bubble 
around September 201 1 (about as far off from the end of 
the 2012 nomination process as we are now from the end 
of the 2016 nomination process). Then came the meteoric 
rise of Herman Cain in the polls that October. In the wake of 
the Cain bubble’s bursting, though, by December the polls 
were in love with Newt Gingrich. In the end, of course, the 
brain from Bain rose to the top. 

Few remember what the prediction markets did during 
this span. But we compiled historical prediction-market 
data on the 2012 GOP nomination from Iowa Electronic 
Markets, an exchange where users can buy political- 
futures contracts that pay out $1 or $0 depending on whe- 
ther the trader’s bet pans out. It is possible to infer the 
market’s estimate of how likely an outcome is from the 
price it puts on the associated contract. For instance, if a 
“Mitt Romney wins the GOP nomination” contract is trad- 
ing for $0.60, one can infer that futures markets are pricing 
in a 60 percent probability of a Romney victory. We also 


compiled polling data on the candidates from RealOlear- 
Politics, which aggregates polls, and used the data to cal- 
culate monthly averages. 

Looking at the period from August 201 1 to April 2012, we 
divided the market’s estimate of a candidate’s likelihood of 
winning the nomination (using data from Iowa Electronic 
Markets) by his performance in the polls. The chart below 
shows this ratio of betting odds to voter support for every 
month for which data are available. (Certain candidates 
have only limited samples of this metric. And we have only 
one point for Cain, since his surge was very brief and the 
futures market barely noticed. He is accordingly omitted 
from the chart.) 

As one can see from the rapid gyrations in this ratio for 
many of the candidates, polling data and futures markets 
do not always march in tandem; many a false hope would 
have been avoided if people had interpreted the prediction 
market as the signal and the poll as the noise. 

Though many are quick to lament the fickle character of 
financial markets, they saw through all the faddish surges. 
As the broader literature suggests, the prediction market 
was the best guide to the future during this uncertain span. 
For Donald Trump, who is at 22 percent in an average of the 
August polls compiled by RealClearPolitics but hovers 
around 9 percent in the futures market according to betting- 
market aggregator PredictWise, this is not a good sign. 

-KEVIN A. HASSETT 


The 2012 GOP Nomination: Betting- 
Market Money vs. Voter Mouths 
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informaminister’sresponsewhentendingtoinmates,particu- 
larlythosewhoalreadysharethem.Kentuc kyhasimposedonits 
chaplainswhatamountstoareligioustestJftheinten±)eliindthe 
regulationis to ensure thatinmates willbe treated withrespect 
regardless of their sexual orientation, the lawmakers should 
rewriteitandjustsaythat — andjustthat. 

■ TheSupremeCourt,in ShelbyCountyv.Holder ,heldthatthe 
Voting Rights Act’s “preclearance” protocol — which creates a 
listofguilty-until-pr oven-innocentjurisdictionsthatmustobtain 
federal permis sion every time they so much as move a polling 
place — ^isunconstitutionakbecausethedatausedtosiftoutsus- 
pec^urisdictionsisofl 97 Svintageandthereforebearslittlerela- 
tion to current conditions . The act ’ s very robust protections 
against discriminatory electoral practices remain in place; the 
onlythingthathaschangedisthatc omplaintsagainsttheformer 
preclearance jurisdictions (mainly in the South, but also in 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, andthcBronx) willhavetobepro vedin 
courtlikeanyotherlegalchallenges.TheDemocratsverymuch 
want to keep electoral practices in Texas and Virginia under 
directfederaldisciplineasawaytoheadoffvoter-IDlawsand 
otheranti-fraudmeasurestheyfindbothoffensiveandinconve- 
nient.TheVotingRightsActisfineasitis. 

■ TheDemocratsliketodescribethemselvesasthe“partyofsci- 

ence” — ^butthedismaloneremainsanetemalstepchild.Consider 
Hillary Clinton’s predictably over-egged student-debt agenda, 
which adamantly refuses to address the reality that subsidies, 
whatever their stated intent, drive up prices rather than lower 
them.Nevermindthatasubstantialbodyof research,including 
arecent study by the Federal Reserve B ank of New York, has 
found that federal subsidies (mainly in the form of discounted 
loansjareanimportantdriverofthemind-bendingriseincollege 
costs. Mrs. Clintonhas an answer: More subsidies and, added 
bonus,moreregulations,whichwouldtreatcollegesroughlythe 
way Obamacare treats insurance companies . That’s what hap- 
pens whenyo u’re trying to pay off both sides of atransaction 
withathirdparty’smoney.Mrs.Clintonproposesretroactively 
loweringalreadydiscountedinterestratesevenfurtherforsome 
graduates , which would be simply a large wealth transfer to a 
groupthatalreadyhasabove-averageincomes.Collegeswillbe 
financially rewardedif they offer “no-loan’ ’ tuitionrates — con- 
firmedassuchbyWashington,ofcour se — atfour-yearcolleges 

and two years of “free” (presumably, somebody' sgoingtopay 

the professors) community college. I.e., we willbepayingthe 
collegesmoretochargeless.Swellingadministrativebudgets — 
andthecampuswaterparkatTexasTech — suggestthatcolleges 
willfindcreativewaystoabsorbwhatevermoneyisthrowntheir 
way,whichsuggestsoneobviousreform:Stopdoingthat. 

■ The — ahem — ^Environmental Protection Agency managed to 
setanewstandardforgovemmentalincompetencewhenitacci- 
dentally released millions of gallons of toxic sludge from the 
abandonedGoldKingMineintothcAnimasRiverinsouthwest- 
emColorado.Thewastewaterplumequicklyfloweddownstream 
intoNewMexicoandUtah — alongwithitsmassiveconcentra- 
tionsofarsenicandleadandotherheavymetals,tumingt heriver 
abrightshadeoforange.“Imaginewhatwouldhappenif^rivate 
company caused this waste spill,” says New Mexico governor 
SusanaMartinez.Whenlittlepeoplemishandleimportantfinan- 


cialdocuments,theIRSnailsthem.Whennobodiesrungunsto 
thedrugcartels,theATFisonthecase.Whenaprivatecompany 
createsan“ecologicalcatastrophe”intheGulf,theEPAleviesa 
$ 1 3 .Tbillionfine.Whengovemmentdoesthesethingsandaddsa 
servingofcover-upsandlies?“Mistakesweremade.” 

■ Decadesofleavingtheseriouslymentallyillinourprisonsand 
onthestreetsseem/inally,tdiaveprickedtheconscienceoCon 
gress. Several bills currently under consideration would move 
publicdollarstowardtreatingseriousmentalillness(schizophre- 
nia,bipolardisorder,etc.)andawayfromtryingtodiagnoseand 
treat mental-health problems across the whole population, a 
much-needed change. The best bill, from Representative Tim 
Murphy(R.,Pa.),apsychologist,wouldc hangefederalprivacy 
lawtogivefamilymembersoftheseriouslymentallyillaccess 
tocrucialpatientinformation;usefederalmental-healthgrantsto 
encourage the use of assisted outpatient treatment; reassess 
whether Medicaid should fund long-term hospitalization for 
thementallyill;andreformthebloatedfederalmental-health 
bureaucracy. A companion Senate bill, introduced by Chris 
Murphy (D . , Conn. ) andB illCassidy (R. , La. ) , includes weak- 
ened versions of many of the same reforms . A still-narrower 
effortisonofferfromSenatorsLamarAlexander(R.,Tenn.)and 
PattyMurray (D . ,Wash. ) .AndSenator J ohnComyn(R. ,Texas) 
hasasoundbillthatwouldboostevidence-basedtreatmentand 
improve the coverage of mental-health history in the national 
firearmsbackground-checksystem.Themores weepingthebet- 
ter,butanyofthesewouldbeimprovementsoncurrentmental- 
health policy, which, partly because of the mental-health 
industry,hasbeenwellfundedbutwoefullyineffectivefordee 
ades. Some states have done admirable workreforming their 
mental-healthlaws;it’stimeWashingtondid,too. 

■ JebBushgaveaspeechonIraqthatoutragedDemocratswho 
apparently believe that no one named Bush should ever dare 
speakof[raqagain.ButBush’saddresswassoberand^ersuasive. 

It correctly excoriated the Obama administration — and Hillary 
Clinton — forthecompletewithdrawalfromlraqthatcreatedthe 
vacuumfortheriseof[SIS,andsetoutabetterpolicyforcombat- 
ingtheterrorgroupthantheObamaadministration’shalf-hearted 
formula for stalemate. InIraq,Bushwoulddomoretoa idthe 
Iraqi security forces, Sunni tribes, and the Kurds, as well as 
deploying forward air controllers to coordinate American air 
strikes — with more troops, if necessary. In Syria, he would do 
more to build up so-called moderate forces and establish safe 
zonesforthem,togetherwithano-flyzoneoverthecountry.(We 
areskepticalofthelatteruntilwecanbeassuredthatwehavea 
forceontheground wecanrelyon.)TheObamaadministration 
seemscontenttohandtheproblemoflSISofftothenextadmin- 
istration, so it behooves all Republican candidates to think 
throughtheirpolicyasseriouslyasBushhas. 

■ JoshHawley is a conservative intellectual and lawyer who 
haswrittenforthismagazineanddefendedreligiousfreedomin 
court. One of his clients was Hobby Lobby, which won an 
importantvi ctoryforthatcauseagainsttheObamaadministra- 
tionintheSupremeCourt.NowHawleyisrunningforattorney 
general of Missouri. His opponent, Kurt Schaefer, has been a 
liberalRepublicanstatesenator.WhentheRepublicanlegisla- 
turesenttheDemocraticgovemoraconscience-protectionbill, 
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he was the only Republican senator to vote against it and back 
the veto. His record on tort reform is dismal: Earlier this year he 
led a filibuster against a bill that would merely have brought the 
state’s rules for expert testimony into line with standard prac- 
tices. Schaefer, as the senate appropriations-committee chair- 
man, will be well-funded. For conservatives, though, Hawley 
should be an easy choice. 


■ The opening of an Associated Press report said a great deal: 
“Cuban dissidents, so long the center of U.S. policy toward the 
island, won’t be invited to Secretary of State John Kerry’s his- 
toric flag-raising at the U.S. Embassy in Havana on Friday, 
vividly illustrating how U.S. policy is shifting focus to its single- 
party government.” Before the ceremony, approximately 100 
Cubans were arrested, some of them badly beaten. They had 
been protesting America’s new warmth toward the dictatorship 
that rules them. At the ceremony, Kerry said, “Our leaders — 
President Obama and President Castro — made a courageous 
decision to stop being the prisoners of history and to focus on 
the opportunities of today and tomorrow.” After the flag-raising 
ceremony, Kerry did meet with some leading dissidents, pri- 
vately. Less than two days after that, 200 dissidents were arrested 
(and state security performed the usual beatings). Many of these 
dissidents had been protesting the imprisonment of three of 
their number — who were arrested after, not before, Obama nor- 
malized relations with the dictatorship. They are prisoners not 
of history but of the Castros. 

■ Yazidis follow an ancient religion, gnostic and syncretic. 
Unfortunately for them, their homeland in northern Iraq has 
been taken over by ISIS, which has treated them to a campaign 
of rape. A harrowing story in the NewYorkTimes , based on 
ISIS’s boasts and the testimony of victims, describes sex slav- 
ery as a religious perk of the conquerors and a lure for recruits. 
A twelve-year-old survivor quoted her brutalizer: “He said that by 
raping me he is drawing closer to God.” Have Muslim scholars 
and clerics in the West, or in relatively moderate countries such 
as Egypt and Turkey, condemned this? Is there no way to devise 
a psy-war campaign to shame or disgust those who are drawn 
to such perversions? Can our Special Forces kill more members 
of ISIS? In the meantime, religions and philosophies struggle in 
vain with man’s dark heart. 


■ Kean University is a state-funded institution in New Jersey. It 
has a satellite in China, in partnership with a Chinese university. 


Wenzhou-Kean University is hiring now — and in its advertise- 
ments saying, “Membership in the Chinese Communist Party is 
preferred.” Of course it is. And that is a neat illustration of what’s 
wrong with these U.S. -Chinese partnerships. 

■ Funny thing about Asian economic supermen: They always 
find their kryptonite. In the 1980s, we were informed that the 
unstoppable Japanese, now fading, soon would run the world, 
and now the Chinese, who have dominated our imagination for 
years, are desperately trying to sort the beef from the phony 
baloney in their oddball economy. China has made the charac- 
teristic mistake of state-dominated economic systems, pouring 
untold amounts of money into empty housing developments 
and propping up factories and market segments that are not 
viable. The predictable results: non-performing debt on a scale 
that threatens their weak financial system, slower growth, rising 
unemployment — a politically destabilizing force in China — 
and imploding markets across the construction and building- 
supply sectors, which had been sustaining much of China’s 
growth. Beijing has responded by devaluing the renminbi — 
China’s version of a Fed intervention — with the hope that it can 
export its troubles away. But devaluation is a limited tool for a 
country that imports not only a great deal of its food but also 
many of the components necessary to the goods it exports, 
everything from crude oil to LCD screens. Instability in China 
is in no one’s interests, economic or otherwise, and the United 
States, still economically anemic after what has passed for a re- 
covery, remains especially vulnerable to global shocks. We can- 
not set Beijing’s house in order, and we are worse off for having 
spent these years spuming so many opportunities to fortify our 
own position. 

■ All dictators and thugs have their supporters and apologists 
in free countries, and Hugo Chavez was no exception. When 
he died, American “liberals,” in the Washington Post , on 
MSNBC, and elsewhere, mourned him. They said he stood for 
“equality” and “social justice.” Today, we have reports that one 
of his daughters is the richest woman in Venezuela — a multi- 
billionaires s. Meanwhile, ordinary Venezuelans are in desperate 
shape. Is this the vision of social justice that chavistas, wherever 
they may live, have in mind? 

■ A small but growing pack of bloodthirsty wolves in rural 
northern Sweden threatens to dismpt that nation’s famed social 
cohesion. The predatory beasts attack farmers’ livestock, reduce 
the supply of game for hunters (sometimes attacking their dogs 
as well), and make residents fear for their children’s lives; yet EU 
regulations protect the wolves, and Bmssels is threatening re- 
prisals against Sweden after it allowed a few dozen to be culled. 
What makes the situation particularly vexing is that wolves are 
not native to the area; a few have trickled in from Finland and 
Russia over the years, and the colony they started now numbers 
more than 400. Their isolation and lack of genetic diversity (all 
the members trace their ancestry back to the same original five) 
give them endangered status, which means the locals must erect 
cumbersome electric fences, install security cameras, and aban- 
don their hunting traditions as wolves brazenly roam the woods, 
seeming to sense their impunity. It just goes to show what hap- 
pens when you lack an effective enforcement mechanism to deal 
with illegal immigrants . . . 
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■ TargetCorporation,whichoperatesabout2,000storesinthe 
UnitedStates,hasannouncedthatitwillnolongeridentifychil- 
dren’stoysbygender.Inatweetthatwentviralearlierthissum- 
mer,amotherinAkron,Ohio,criticizedtheretailchainforsigns 
identifying“buildingsets”and“girls’buildingsets.”Thebrittle 
logicofsocial-justicewarriorsmaycausethemtoseeananalogy 
todr inkingfountainslabeled“white”and“colored,”butsexual 
difference runs deep where racial difference does not . Lego ’ s 
versionofPrincessElsa’ssparklingicecastle,whichcomesin 
apackagewithalotofpinkonit,ismorelikelytodelightyour 
eight-year-oldniecethanyoureight-year-oldnephew,andmore 
likely to disappoint or disturb your nephew than your niece. 
Grouping girls ’ toys and boys ’ toys separately was a simple 
conveniencefortheadultshopper.That’sgonenow,inasmall 
victoryforadvocatesofgenderfluidity.Whatcan’tbeeradicated 
istheenthusiasmwithwhichboysandgirlstendtoinsistthat 
they ’ redifferentfromeachother. 

■ Writingin ewsweek JeftistwriterRickPerlsteinhasusedour 

current cultural obsession with flags to re-litigate cultural and 
political battles over the Vietnam War. Calling the POW/MIA 
flag“racist”(aclaimhelaterapologizedfor),hesaysit’s“past 
timetopullitdown.”Why?Becauseit“smothers”thealleged 
“reality”ofVietnam — arealityheclaimsisdominatedbypoliti- 
calpropagandaandAmericanwarcrimes . Whileit ’ snotterribly 
unusual to find a liberal whitewashing the Viet Cong and the 
N VA, it is unusual to see one do so at the explicit expense of 

Americans missing in action. Judging fromPerlstein’s abject 
apologyforhurtingthosewho“selflesslyservedtheircountry,” 
it’s safe to say that the POW/MIAflag is one “controversial” 
symbolthat’sinnorealdangerofremoval. 

■ DNA tests of the relevant descendants show that Warren 

HardinghadalovechildbyNanBritton,awoman3 1 yearshis 
junior. Brittonmade the claimhersel fin the 1 920s , thoughher 
obvioushungerforpublicitycausedsomehistorianstodoubtit. 
Equallyinteresting,thetestsshowedthatHardinghadnoblack 
blood (a stubbomrumor inhis youth, usedby Democrats in a 
whispering campaign against him) . Harding put a couple of 
crooksinhiscabinet,andhediedinl 923 ,alittlemorethanhalf 
waythroughhisterm.Asitwas,herodeoutapost-wardepre s- 

sionwithouttakinganystepsthatmighthavemadetheeconomy 
worse, andhepardonedSocialistEugeneDebsandotherpoliti- 
calprisonersoftheWilsonyears.HesaidAmericaneeded“nor- 
malcy” — agrotesqueword,butavaluablething,andhedidhis 
not-negligiblebesttoprovideit. 

■ WhenPeterW.Schrammwasaboy,hisfathersaid,“Wewere 
bomAmericans,butinthewrongplace.”Thatwrongplacewas 
Hungary,thesceneoCommunistoppressioninl956Hisfamily 
fled to the United States, where Peter became one of the best 
kinds of American — the kind who falls in love with his new 
countrythewayonlyanimmigrantcan.Petemltimatelybecame 
astudentofHarryV.JaffaattheClaremontGraduateSchoolin 
Califomia.Whilethere,hehelpedfoundtheClaremontInstitute 
andservedasitsfirstpre sident.HewentontoleadtheAshbrook 
CenteratAshlandUniversityinOhio,whereheinfluencedagen- 
erationofstudentsheknewpersonallyand,bywayofthecen- 
ter ’ sprograms forhigh-schoolinstructors , evenmore whomhe 
never met. He devoted his life to teaching Americans about 


America and displayed a special talent for criticizing those 
who loved theircountryinsufficientlyomnwiselyAta nevent 
honoring him inJuly,asdeathdrewnear,hecalledhimselfthe 
happiestmanalive.DeadatbS.R.I.P. 

■ WhitneyL.Ballwasoneoftheconservativemovement’sgreat 

innovators .Ini 999,sherecognizedthatphilanthropistsneededa 
new vehicle for gift-giving — one thatboth channeled financial 
supporttoliberty-lovingorganizationsanc|)rotecteddonorintent 
(the neglect of which has bedeviled so many right-of-center 

benefactors). So sheco-foundedDonorsTrustandleditforthe 
nextl6years.Inthattime,DonorsTrustgaveawaynearly$750 
million to groups that promoted limited government, personal 
responsibility, andfree enterprise. Toherfriends andallies, she 
wasaconstantsourceofgoodadviceandgreatcheer — shewas 
thequintessentialhappywarrior,whobroughtaninfectiousen 

thiE asmto her freedom-fighting work as well as to her long 
battlewithcancer.Behinditalllayherdeepfaith,andthecon- 
victionthatdeathisnotanendbutabeginning.Deadat52.R.I.P. 

■ JulianBond,bominl940,wasperhapsthelastofatype:the 
strivingblacl±)ourgeoisieinaneraofsegregation.Bond’sgrand- 
fatherwasaminister,hisfatherwaspresidentofLincolnUni 
versity; Bond hi mself went to Morehouse College. But he 
droppedoutinl 96 ltojointhecivil-rightsmovement,firstinthe 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), then in 
Georgi^olitics/inallyintheNAACPAlongthewayheresisted 
certain temptations — hequitSNCCwhenitwastakenoverby 
black-power radicals — but succumbed to others: He helped 
foundtheSouthemPovertyLawCenter,whichhaslongbeen a 
machine for raising money using ideological scare stories (it 
brandedthePamilyResearchCouncilahategroup).Bondwasa 
lifelongboardmember.Thecivil-rightsmovement,ofwhichhe 
wasanomament,havingkilledJimCrow,couldhavedeclared 
victory, addressedblack social pathologies, or descended to 
wheel-spinningandpoliticking.It,andhe,chosethethirdoption. 
Deadat75.R.I.P. 

2016 

The Early Rounds 

D onald Trump hassatatoptheRepublicanpollsforsev- 
eral weeks .Hehasprovidedsomeentertainment, some 
boorishness,andonebigidea:gettingcontrolofimmi- 
gration. The boorishness is no mere stylistic failing. Some ob 
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servers, andnotonlyTmmpsupporters,thoughtthemoderators 
questioned him too harshly during the Fox News presidential 
debate ;butnothingsaid therejustified,orcouldjustify, Trump’s 
post-debate remark that Megyn Kelly is a “bimbo.” That’s a 
moralfailureonTrump’spart,asishisunwillingnesstoapolo- 
gize — ^tosaynothingofotherremarksaboulherthalhehasmade. 

It’ salsotrue, though, thatnoothermaj orcandidatehasspoken 
up for lowering immigration levels or building a wall on our 
southern border. Both of those are reasonable i deas on which 

mostRepublicanvotersagree.(Moreonthatbelow.)Lookpast 
boththeideasandtheoutrages,though,andthehandicapperruns 
upagainstthisbmtefactiT rumphasneverbeenelectedtoany- 
thing,andpartiesdonotnominatepresidentswhohaven’t.The 
last exception was Dwight Eisenhower, and telling people 
they’refiredonrealityshowsisn’texactlywinningWorldWarll. 

Trumpisase riousthreattosomeoftheothercandidates,espe- 
cially the second- tier ones whom he is squeezing out. Other 
Republicans,eveniftheyfearhewouldbeaterriblenominee, 
neednotpanic.Theyshould,indeed,takecomfortinhisstrength 
inthepollsiHisconsistentfifthofthevoteisenoughtomakehim 
stayintheRepublicanprimaries,whereheislikelytolosefair 
and square, rather thanleave early to enjoy making third-party 

mischief.Thelongerhestaysintheprimaries,thelessofathird- 
partythreathewillbe . 

Theothercandidatesdidwelhnthatfirstdebate,evenifnone 
ofthemwereasdramaticallyinterestingasTrump.MarcoRubio 
andCarlyFiorina,inparticular,shoneAmediaboomletforJohn 
Kasichseemstobeunderway.Thepress’sliberalismappearsto 
bedistortingitsjud gmentofacandidatewhoadvertiseshowlittle 
he cares about same-sex marriage and how enthusiastic he is 
aboutexpandingMedicaid.Buthecouldnonethelesshaveareal 
impact:ThereareplentyofliberaIRepublicans,andnobodyelse 
istryingashardtowintheirvotes . 

The polls showthatfewRepublicanvotersarecommittedto 
particular candidates . They have not yet decided which of 
these candidates would make the best opponent for Hillary 
Clinton and thenthebestpresident.Theyaregivingseveralof 
themahearing.That’stherightattitudetotakeinawide-open 
racewithatalentedfield. 

IMMIGRATION 

The Trump Plan 

T rump’ s immigrationhawkishnesshasuntilnowconsisted 
of bravado rather than substance. His newly released 
immigrationplatform, althoughflawed,is amarkedim 
provement: Itis sensibleinits basic outlin eandbetterinmany 

respectsthantheideaspresentedbyhisrivals. 

Trump’s “threecoreprinciples” — thatanationshouldcon- 
trol its border, enforce its immigration laws, and put its own 
workers first — shouldbe the starting point of any reasonable 
immigration policy. Likewise, several of the enforcement 
policiesthatfollowshouldbewidelyadoptediincreasingthe 
number of Immigration and Customs En forcement officers, 
eicouraginggreatercooperationbetweenICEandlocalgang 
task forces, implementing E- Verify nationwide, deporting 
criminal aliens, ending catch-and-release policies, defunding 
sanctuary cities, and increasing penalties for visa overstays. 
These are all important elements of any meaningful effort to 
enforceAmerica’simmigrationlaws. 



Theplandoesn’taddresswhattodowithillegalimmigrants 
alreadyhere,whichisdefensiblebecauseenforcementshould 
bethefirstpriorityAlas,Trumpcontinuestotalkuphisinten- 
tiontodeport,thenre-import,currentillegalimmigrants — ade 
factoamnestythatismorecostly,time-consuming,andlogis- 
tically fraught than any currently on the table. Additionally, 
Trump ’sstatedinte ntiontoavoidseparatingfamiliesbysend- 
ing American-born children away with their parents is ob vi- 
ouslyillegal;theUnitedStatesgovernmenthasnoauthorityto 
depor Americancitizens . 

Trump’s written plan also includes his famous, but absurd, 
pledgetomakeMexicopayforourborderwalLAmerica’sbor- 
derisAmerica’sresponsibility.OneofTrump’sideasforfunding 
the structure is to ‘ hmpou nd all remittance payments derived 
fromillegalwages,”animpossibility. 

Onlegahmmigration,Trump’splansketchesoutanimmigra- 
tion “pause” with reduced immigration levels that resemble 
“more moderate historical averages .” That wouldbe welcome, 
but he offers no details about how to achieve this. Likewise, 
Trump ’s desire to end abuse of the H- 1 B visaprogram, which 
enables IT employers to lay off American workers and import 

foreignworkerstoperformthesamejobsatsignificantlylower 
cost,islaudable,buthisproposal — simplytoincreasethe“pre- 
vailing wage’ ’ — ^is likely just to invite more meddling from the 
same lawyers andbureaucrats who already exercise outsized 
importanceinH- 1 Bdecisions . 

Trump ’ sproposaltoendbirthrightcitizenshipissuretobethe 
mostcontroversialelementofthe plan,butitisalsosuretobea 
nonstarter.Birthrightcitizenshipis abused, butendingitwould 
beaHerculeantaskpolitically,andtheSupremeCourtisunlikely 
tobecooperative. 

Allthatsaid,therestoftheRepublicanfieldwoulddowellto 
take up Trump’s principles and supplementthem with a fuller 
range of sensible policies. The best of Trump’s enforcement 
proposals should be the lowest comm on denominator in the 
GOP,andtothemcanbeaddedbetterproposalsforbarriersatthe 
borderandforillegalaliensinthecountry — alltobearticulated 
withtheseriousnessthatTrumptoooftenlacks.Immigrationis 
tooimportanttobelefttotheDonald. 
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CandidateNarcissus 

Does Donald Trump believe in anything but himselj? Do his supporters care? 

BY CHARLES C. W. COOKE 


W HEN askedbytheirdetrac- 
tors whether they might 
deign to explain them- 
selves ,itisfashionablefor 
supportersofDonaldTrump’spresiden- 
tialbidtocharacterizetheircharge’srise 
asaninevitablereactiontotheimpotence 
of the Republican party. The GOP, it is 
proposed, has for almost three decades 
nowfailedtoeffectmeaningfulconser- 
vativereform,anditisthereforetimefor 
achange.Trump,theyinsist,istheman 
tobringitabout. 

Insofar as it presumes that dissatis- 
faction with the established political 
clas shascreatedavacuuminto whicha 
would-besaviormighttrytostep,there 
isakerneloftruthwithinthisdiagnosis. 

But as a justification for the ascent of 
Trump per se, it is wholly insufficient. 

The modern-day HippocraticOathfea- 
turesasitscentraltenetadeeplyconser- 
vativeinj unction: Primum,nonnocere , 
or “First, do no harm.” As anybody 
who has made this commitment com- 
prehendswell,sometimesthemedicine 
isworsethanthedisease.DoestheRe- 
publican party have problems? Cce 
taiily. Are there any circumstances in 
which DonaldTrump couldbe consid- 
ered the be st antidote to them ? Not on 
your life. To suggestthatTrumpis the 
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bestremedyforwhatailstheGOPisas 
if to suggest that an axe to the chest is 
the best remedy for what ails a man 
withbronchitis. 

Why?BecauseTrumpisinnomean- 
ingfulsenseaconservative.Wearenow 
approachingtheseriouspartofprimary 
season, and the man remains a mess: 

He is still praising single-payer health 
careasaworthyidea;stillboastingabout 
his cynical use of post- Kelo eminent- 
domain rules ; still crowing that he has 
bought and soldpoliticians ofbothpar- 
ties;stilloccasionallypromisingtofund 
the“good”partsofPlannedPar enhood; 
still expressing (usually) support for 
progressive taxation; still endorsing 
campaign- financereformandknocking 
Citizens United ; still recommending a 
foreignpolicyincomparisonwithwhich 
theacquisitionofoilseemsalegitimate 
casus belli. He has taken to speaking 
about the Hispanic bloc that he once 
declared crucial to the GOP ’ s future as 
ifitwereafifthcolumnofthemostper- 
nicious kind. And he endlessly flip- 
flop s on crucial questions — sometimes , 
impressively, withinthesameinterview. 
Inthecourseofasinglediscussionwith 
Sean Hannity in August, Trump man- 
agedtoendorsebothastaggeredincome 
taxandaflattax. 


Inexplicably, such heterodoxies and 
inconsistencies have done nothing to 
damagehispopularity.Whereasin2008 
MittRomneywascrucifiedforhisexpe- 
dient conversion to the pro-life cause, 
Trump’s sudden journey from staunch 
pro-choicertochampionoftheunbomis 
received as a sign of maturity. Whereas 
Chris Christie’s softening on the ques- 
tion of gun control has beenrej ected as 
too-late pandering, Trump’s vocal sup- 
port for the sort of measures that drive 
NR A members into a frenzy has been 
dismissed as a mere trifle. Whereas 
Marco Rubio is distrusted for having 
supported the Gang of Eight’s ill-fated 
“comprehensive” immigration bill in 
2013, Trump ’ s prior endorsement of a 
“path to citizenship” for illegal immi- 
grantsisignored. 

Thisdoublestandardappliesuniformly. 
Trump supporters will happily slam 
MitchMcConnellforhisfailuretorepeal 
Obamacare ; they will take shots at J ohn 
KasichforhisdecisiontoexpandMedb 
aid in Ohio ; and they will spit out Mitt 
Romney’sname,insistingthatitwashis 
role in bringing health-care reform to 
Massachusettsthatkeptmillionsofcon- 
servativesawayfromthevotingboothin 
20 1 2 . But when Donald Trump favor- 
ablycitesScotland’scrumblingnational- 
izedhealth-careapparatus ,hisfansdon’ t 
care. Had any other Republican candi- 
datepleadedguiltytoe ven 1 Opercentof 
the heresies that Trump cops to daily, 
rightward-leaning voters would have 
yelped.TheDonald?Heskates. 

Trump ’ s supporters explain away his 
heterodoxies with two contradictory 
observations.Thefirstisthathispolicy 
positions are infactirrelevant because 
“he fights!” This doesn’t cut it, for 
against what, exactly, does the pugilist 
intend to struggle? Without a clearly 
defined purpose, assurances of belli- 
cosityringhollow.Alas,Trump’sapol- 
ogists have blithely inverted the usual 
process : Instead of seeking a salesman 
to promulgate their carefully consid- 
eredideas,theyhaveselectedtheirrep- 
resentative without reference to his 
message and then permitted him to 
defineitposthoc. 

For Trump’s most fervent support- 
ers, conservative principleshavebeen 
rendered an afterthought, a series of 
emphatic assurances having taken their 
place. Forgetthe details, man; Trump’s 
strong! Sure, he’s making it up as he 
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goes along ; but he’ 11 kick Congress in 
the ass ! Stop the whining; this guy’ll 
make the country great again ! And did 
anybodymentionthathe ’ srich ? 

If one takes it seriously, the strong- 
manidealtowhichTrumpaspiresisa 
deeplyunconservativeone.TheUnited 
States is exceptional in large part 
because the Constitution fragments 
power and ensures that no one person 
can garner too much influence or con- 
trol. If, as seems to be the case, the 
Trumpites really want a leader who, 
leaving politics and philosophy aside, 
seeks to embody the manly virtues, to 
upend the existing order, and to make 
those dastardly elites pay for their per- 
fidy,theyshouldconsiderwhoseexam- 
pletheywanttheircandidatetoemulate: 

Do they hope for Ronald Reagan or 
BenitoMussolini? 

Or perhaps the better comparison is 
Roderick Spode , the comical would-be 
dictator of R G. Wodehouse’s caustic 
imagination, who, from a position of 
great wealth and social privilege, 
spends his days vainly trying to lead a 
cabal of half-hearted “black shorts” to 
power and to glory. All style and no 
sub stance ,S pode ’ srecipef orthere s tor- 

d;ionofBritish greatness relies upon a 
mixtureofnonsensicalappealstonative 
virtue andadeep-seatedhatredof any- 
body with the temerity to mock him. 
Spode’sspeechesareallmockmachismo 
and er s atz patriotism : He hopes to pro- 
hibit the importation of foreign root 
vegetables, toissueallnewborncitizens 
“with a British bicycle and an honest 
B ri ti sh- madeumbrella , ’’andtou sherin 
“the compulsory scientific measure- 
ment of all adult male knees ! ” Spode, 
you see, is suspicious of foreign knees, 
and of anyone who sympathizes with 
them.“Notforthetrue-bornEnglishman 
the bony angular knee of the so-called 
intellectual,notforhimthepuffykneeof 
the criminal clas se s . The B ritishknee is 
firm, the British knee is muscular, the 
Britishkneeisonthemarch ! ’Thosefor- 
eignknee s ?Lo ser s , allofthem. 

The second obj ection that is leveled 
againstTrump ’ s detractors is that he is 
infactpopularbecauseofhispolicies — 
at least in one key area: immigration. 
Thisconceitisatouchmorecomplexto 
refutethantheother,forthereisanele- 
mentoftruthtoit.Notonly within the 
Republicanpartybutacrossthepolitical 
spectrum, voters are indeed vexed by 


thestatusquo.TheyseetheObamaad 
ministration’slaxattitudetowardborder 
enforcement — and the media’s relent- 
less attempt to suppress any outrage 
beneath a barrage of euphemism — and 
theywantsomeonetolistentotheirdis- 
gust.Thusfarinthecampaign,themost 
effective conduits of this (often right 
eous) anger have been B ernie S ander s 
andDonaldTrump . 

Again, though, we should refrain 
from mistaking the diagnosis for the 
remedy,forwhileonecaneasilymakea 
caseagainsttheimmigrationstatusquo, 
one cannot so easily translate that case 
intoacredibleapologyf orTrump ’ spre- 
ferredreforms.Thereisnochancewhat- 
soeverthatMexicoisgoingtopayfora 
2,000-mile-long wall, and the sugges- 
tion that the United States should tear 
up NAFTA and open a trade war in 
ordertoforceitintodoingsoisprepos- 
terousandilliberal.Thereisnochance 
that the INS will agree to bury the 
Constitution and deport not only illegal 
immigrantsbuttheimatural-born-citizen 
children, too, as Trump has suggested 
itshould.Andthereisnochanceinhell 
thatCongresswillbeinterestedinset- 
ting up the unconstitutional police 
statethatwouldbenecessarytoround 
up 1 1 millionillegalimmigrants ,mon- 
itor all financial transfers between the 
U.S. and Mexico, and interpose itself 
effectively in those areas that attract 
illicitlabor. 

Moreover,Republicansdonotactually 
wantthegovernmentto do any of these 
things . In July, the polling firm Gallup 
revealed that only 3 1 percent of regis- 
tered Republicans hoped to send all of 
America’s illegal immigrants home, as 
opposed to 68 percent who supported 
eitherapathtocitizenshiportheissuing 
of temporary work permits for those 
alreadyhere.Thatsilentmajoritytowhich 
Trump is allegedly speaking? It’s not 
there — atleastnotforhispolicies . 

Thisshouldn’tgreatlysurprise.There 
is nothing much there at all. Donald 
Trumpisnoconservati ve .Heisn ’ te ven 
principledenoughtobeconfusedabout 
hisprinciples .He ’ sanentertaineranda 
salesman, and his showrestsnotupon 
ideasbutuponegoandperformanceart 
andresentmentandnihilismandalove 
of the limelight that would have made 
Narcissus blush. Pull down the cur- 
tains, Republicans; there’s nothing of 
valuehere. NR 




Trump, by 
TheNumbers 

Poll data surest the candidate will 
struggle to remain the front-runner 

BY HENRY OLSEN 

ONALD Trump’s meteoric rise 
has perplexed most pundits. 
Trump doesn’t fit into the 
traditionalcategoriesofGOP 
aspirants,somanyhavefoundithardto 
say why he has risen and to discern 
whetheihehasarealisticshotatthenom- 
ination.Themostcommonexplanations 
are that he is either attracting tea-party 
conservativesorwooingthesameblocof 
socio-economically “dowiscale” voters 
thatbackedRossPerotinl992. 

A close look at the data, however, 
shows that neither explanation is quite 
accurate .ThepollsindicatethatTrump ’ s 

support is unusually balanced among 
theGOP’sideologicalfactionsforacan- 
didate this early in the race . While this 
superficially suggests that his chances 
of winning the nomination are better 
thancommonlythought,anevencloser 
looksho wsthatTrump ’ sappealislikely 
tobedeepbutverylimited. 

Trump’s early lead doesn’t mean as 
much as the media say, because presi- 
dential nominations are not the typical 
one-dayprimary.Inanormalprimary,a 
candidatecanwinthenominationwitha 
smallpluralityinamulti-candidatefield 
simplybygettingonemorevotethanhis 
closestrival.That’swhyMattBevinbe 
came Kentucky’s Republican nominee 
for governor this year: In a four-way 
race,hereceived83votesmorethanthe 
runner-up, securingvictorywithonly3 3 
percentofthevote. 

Presidential-nomination contests, by 
contrast, are a series of one-day votes 
held over many months. Since many 
candidates drop out after disappointing 
losses, acandidatecaneasilywinearly 
contests with small pluralities but get 
clobberedlateron,asvoterswhowould 
have supportedrivals who dropped out 
swingtowardanothercandidate. 

Mr. Olsen is a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center 
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How Well Did You Sleep Last Night? 

Did you toss and turn all night? Did you wake up 
with a sore neck, head ache, or was your arm asleep? 

Do you feel like you need a nap even though you slept 
for eight hours? Just like you, I would wake up in the 
morning with all of those problems and I couldn't figure 
out why. Like many people who have trouble getting a 
good night's sleep, my lack of sleep was affecting the quality 
of my life. I wanted to do something about my sleep problems, 
but nothing that I tried worked. 


The Pillow Was the Problem 

I bought every pillow on the market that promised to give 
me a better night's sleep. No matter how many pillows I used, 
I couldn't find one that worked and finally I decided to invent 
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responses: "I'd like a pillow that never goes flat", "I'd like 
my pillow to stay cool" and "I'd like a pillow that adjusts 
to me regardless of my sleep position." After hearing 
everyone had the same problems that I did, I spent 
the next two years of my life inventing MyPillow. 


Mike Lindell 

Inventor of MyPillow® 


MyPillow® to the Rescue 
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Lindell has been featured on numerous talk shows, including Fox 
Business News and Imus in the Morning. Lindell and MyPillow have 
also appeared in feature stories in The New York Times and the 
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morning and heard endless 
testimonials about MyPillow. 

I took his advice and ordered 
a MyPillow. Now I wake up 
rested and ready to conquer 
the day ahead. Thank you for 
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You can even wash and dry MyPillow as easily as your favorite pair of blue jeans! 


helping me remember what 
it's like to sleep like a baby!" 

- Jacqueline H. 



Unprecedented Guarantee and Warranty 

I do all of my own manufacturing in my home state of Minnesota and all materials are 100% made in 
the U.S.A. I'm so confident MyPillow will help you, I'm offering an unprecedented 60-day money back 
guarantee and a 10-year warranty not to go flat! I truly believe M yPillow is the best p illow in the world 
and that if everyone had one, they would get better 
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This is what happened to Pat Buchanan 
in 1996: He won New Hampshire and 
finished second in Iowa, with about a 
quarter of the vote in each instance. But 
as other candidates dropped out, vot- 
ers swung to Bob Dole, propelling 
him to easy wins in most subsequent 
contests. So the key question for 
Trump is whether he has a chance to 
build on his early lead — assuming he 
holds it — in later races as losing can- 
didates drop out. 

Virtually all the available poll data 
show that Trump is drawing his current 
support from across the center-right 
ideological spectrum. The six national 
polls that show how candidates fare 
among voters with different ideologies 
find that moderates, “somewhat conser- 


that the nominee be able to beat the 
eventual Democratic candidate. Trump, 
in contrast, gets 21 percent of those who 
want the most conservative candidate, 
and 16 percent of those who want to 
beat the Democrat. 

Trump’s support is also evenly distrib- 
uted among independents, and among 
Evangelicals and non-Evangelicals. Polls 
are mixed on whether he is significantly 
stronger among tea-party voters, but 
even surveys that find him with higher 
support among tea partiers than among 
all Republican-primary voters show 
that he has strong support among non- 
tea partiers as well. Cruz, by contrast, 
typically does very well among tea 
partiers and very poorly among non- 
tea partiers. 


voters have a favorable or unfavorable 
impression of a candidate and whether 
voters cannot support a candidate under 
any circumstances. Trump polls much 
more poorly on these questions than he 
does on questions of voter preference. 

Trump’s favorable-to-unfavorable ratio 
is the lowest of the major candidates’. 
His positive rating always ranges be- 
tween 52 and 44 percent, whether the 
poll is of national or state voters. His 
negative rating always ranges between 
33 and 46 percent, and is usually in the 
38-43 range. Most major Republican 
candidates are getting positive ratings in 
the 60s and low 70s, with negative rat- 
ings well below 20 percent. Even Jeb 
Bush has significantly higher positives 
and lower negatives than Trump. Christie, 


The key question for Trump is whether he has a 
chance to build on his early lead — assuming he 
holds it — in later races as losing candidates drop out. 


vatives,” and hard-core (“very”) conser- 
vative voters support him in roughly 
equal measures. All polls show Trump’s 
share of support from each faction with- 
in three points of his share of the total. 
Support from “movement conserva- 
tives” is far from the sole — or even the 
primary — reason for his rise. 

The data from Iowa and New Hamp- 
shire also present a mixed message. 
Post-debate Iowa polls show Trump run- 
ning best among moderates, while pre- 
debate New Hampshire polls show him 
running best among tea partiers and the 
very conservative, two groups whose ad- 
herents largely overlap. In neither case, 
however, does his support tilt so strongly 
toward one faction that he can be said to 
be that faction’s candidate. 

Compare Trump’s profile with Ted 
Cruz’s. Many observers have interpreted 
Cruz’s refusal to criticize Trump as evi- 
dence that the two are competing for the 
same bloc of voters. Cruz’s support tilts 
heavily toward the most conservative 
wing of the party. The Public Policy 
Polling post-debate Iowa poll, for exam- 
ple, shows Cruz supported by 16 per- 
cent of voters whose most important 
criterion for a nominee is that he be the 
most conservative on the issues. Cruz 
gets only 4 percent among the larger 
group whose most important criterion is 


Trump often polls better among voters 
without a college degree (although this 
difference does not consistently carry 
over when voters are sorted by income). 
Voters without a college degree typically 
back Trump by two to four points more 
than his overall total; those with a col- 
lege degree support him by two to four 
points less. This suggests that Trump’s 
support is slightly “downscale” in a way 
reminiscent of Perot’s. But the fact that 
Trump runs evenly among Republicans 
and independents, on the other hand, 
suggests that Trump and Perot are not 
quite the same: The latter was more 
popular among independents than among 
Republicans. The one poll that has asked 
whom voters would support in the event 
of a Clinton-Bush-Trump race found 
that the voters likeliest to back Trump 
were Republicans and very conservative 
voters. These voters largely stayed with 
Bush 41 in 1992, when Perot got 18 per- 
cent of the vote. 

If these were all the data, we would 
have to conclude that Trump is currently 
a strong candidate to win the nomina- 
tion. But these aren’t all the data, and 
other information suggests that Trump 
will have a very hard time building on 
his current support in later races. 

We can see this from two other ques- 
tions polls often ask — namely, whether 


Graham, and Pataki are typically the 
only candidates thought of less highly 
than Trump. 

Moreover, Trump receives the highest 
“would never vote for” ratings among 
the major candidates. A Quinnipiac 
national poll taken before the debate, 
for example, found that 30 percent of 
Republican-primary voters would never 
support Trump, the highest number 
among all the candidates. A late- July Pox 
national poll similarly found that 33 per- 
cent of GOP voters would never support 
Trump in the primary, a share that only 
Christie, Pataki, and Graham exceeded. 

These data are even more troubling 
for Trump when we dig deeper. Sharp 
ideological differences are apparent in 
Trump’s favorable-unfavorable ratios, 
in contrast with the voter-preference 
question. His favorable rating exceeds 
his unfavorable one by roughly a 3-1 
margin among tea partiers and a 2-1 
margin among “very conservative” vot- 
ers. “Somewhat conservatives” tend to 
split evenly, and moderates dislike him 
by a 55-40 percent margin. 

Why is this problematic for Trump? 
Tea partiers and “very conservative” vot- 
ers are a large minority, but a minority 
nonetheless. In primary states, exit polls 
show that moderates tend to constitute 
30^0 percent of the total vote outside 
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theDeepSouth,risingto40-50percent 
intheNortheastandMid-Atlanticstates. 
“Somewhatconservatives”tendtocon- 
stitute 33-40 percent of Republican- 
primary voters in most states. Trump’s 
poor showing among these groups 
bodesillfoihisabilitytowinoutsidethe 
South and in midwestern caucus states 
oncetheearlyprimarieshavewinnowed 
thecandidates. 

Theseideologicaldifferencesaremir- 
roredinthemeasuresofthosewhosay 
they will never back Trump. In the 
Quinnipiac poll, only 1 9 percent of tea 
partierssaidtheywouldneverbackhim. 

But that number rose to 22 percent 
among“very conservatives, ”26percent 
among Evangelicals, 29 percent among 
“somewhatconservatives,”andawhop- 
ping 39 percent among moderates. 
Trump’scurrentlyhighvotesharesamong 
moderates and establishment conserva- 
tives,then,mayrepresentaceilingmore 
thanafloor. 

There was also a strong gender gap 
amongTrump ’ s supporters , e venbefore 
the Megyn Kelly debate dustup. Men 
typicallysupportTrumpbyatleastthree 
pointsmorethanhisoveralltotal, while 
women back him by two to six points 
less. Men also viewTrumpmuchmore 
favorably than do women: Men tend to 
viewhimpositivelybyaten-to20-point 
netmargin, whereas womeneither split 
evenly orviewhimnegativelybyupto 
aten-pointnetmargin. 

We see an even larger gender gap in 
answers to the “would never vote for” 
question. Before the debate, about 36 
percentofwomensaidtheywouldnever 
voteforTrump,comparedwithbetween 
25 and 29 percent of men. One cannot 
imaginethatwomenhavebecomemore 
favorabletowardTrumpsincethen. 

The takeaway is pretty clear. Trump 
mayhavemoreappealamongtea-party 
and “very conservative” voters than 
among others, but he is primarily a 
protest candidate for the angry of all 
persuasions. Unless he can somehow 
persuadewomen,thecollege-educated, 
andthosefromthecenterandthecenter- 
leftoftheGOPto change theirminds, 
heisverylikelytofindhisup sidelim- 
ited as other candidates start to drop 
out,assumingthatheisinforthedura- 
tion. This suggests that an establish- 
ment alternative will still have the 
advantage, passions unleashed by 
Trumpnotwithstanding. NR 
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RickPerry’s 

Travails 

The former Texas governor fights to 
keep his presidential bid alive 

BY ERICA GRIEDER 

C ONSIDER the plight of Rick 
Perry. Ever since the former 
Texas go vernorlaunchedhis 
campaignfortheRepublican 
presidential nomination, nothing has 
seemed to go quite according to plan. 
Eirst, Perry fell out of the top ten in an 
averageofnationalpollsthatPoxNews 
used to determine which contenders 
would appear on the prime-time debate 
stageandwhichwouldberelegatedtothe 
“undercard” event. Word that the Perry 
campaignwouldhavetoaskstafftowork 
withou^)ayprovidedfurtheievidencethat 
theaccomplishedTexanwasintrouble. 

Making matters worse , Perry ’ s perfor- 
manceatthedebatewasobjectivelysatis- 
factory but somehow, at the same time, 
obviously insufficient. As usual, he in 
voked his 14 years as the governor of 
Texas and highlighted several measures 
of the state’s remarkable performance 
duringthattime. No candidate, oneither 
stage, made more reference to concrete 
results.Noneexpressedmoreconfidence 
inthefutureofthecountry.Butilhasbeen 
clearsincePerryannouncedhiscampaign 
on June 4 that he, more than any other 
candidate, would be held to a pitilessly 
highstandard.Eouryearsagohewasthe 
kingofbeasts .This timearound,hemay 
beCecilthelion. 

In August 2011, Perry’s decision to 
seekhis party ’s presidential nomination 
was greeted withgreatfanfare, thanks to 
his obvious and compelling credentials. 
He had been governor of the second- 
largeststateinAmericaformorethanten 
years, during which time Texas had 
experienced staggering growth in its 
economyandpopulation,anddiversifica- 
tionofboth. Since the Great Recession 
began, in particular, Texas had stood in 
starkcontrasttotherestofthenation. 


Erica Grieder, a senior editor of Texas Monthly, 
is the author of Big, Hot, Cheap, and Right: 
What America Can Learn from the Strange 
Genius of Texas, 


AndPerry’spoliticalrecordwasbound 
to strike fear in the hearts of his com- 
petitors. He was widely acknowledged 
tobeaconservative — acceptable to the 
religious Right and the then- ascendant 
tea-party movement. At the same time, 
Perrycouldclaimenoughelectabilityto 
win the White House : Over more than 
25yearsinvariousoffices,hehadnever 
lostanelection. 

Withinamonthoflaunchinghispresi- 
dentialcampaign,Perryhadbecomethe 
front-runner, polling at 32 percent in a 
nine- way race. That apparent formida- 
bility, however, put him in everyone ’ s 
cros shairs . TheTexas record stoodup to 
scrutiny.ThecandidatehimselfdidnotJn 
September, at a debate in Orlando, he 
scolded those who thought he had been 
wrongto signthe200 1 Texas “DREAM 
Act,” which authorized in-state college 
tuition for undocumented-immigrant 
students who had graduated from high 
schoohnTexas .“Idon’ tthinkyouhavea 
heart,” he told his critics . More than a 
month later, having dropped to fourth 
place, he floundered when trying to re 
memberthethirdfederaldepartmentthat 
he would like to eliminate. “Oops,” he 
shrugged, by way of apology. To the 
public , thatwouldbecometheunofficial 
verdictonhisentirecampaign. 

Perry hadnoonetoblameforhisdis- 
appointingperformancebuthimself.He 
hadclearlyfailedtopreparefortherig- 
ors of a presidential campaign, or to 
considerthepossibilitythathemight,in 
hisearlybOsandrecoveringfromback 
surgery, be in no shape to wing it. To 
his credit, he clearly took this view of 
things Afterformallyendingtheexperi- 
mentandreturningtoAustinanobj ectof 
national derision. Perry threw himself 
intovariouseffortsatself-improvement. 
By 20 1 3 , overseeing one last biennial 
legislative session, the man had visibly 
changed: His cowboy boots had been 
shelved in favor of orthopedic quasi- 
loafers ,andhehadstartedwearingglasses 
with hipsterish plastic frames. Eorays 
backintothebroaderarenasoonshowed 
thatthesmart-guyglasseswerenotadis- 
guise. In January 2014, debating drug 
policy in Davos, Switzerland, he ex 
plained why hehas come to supportthe 
decriminalization of marijuana. Later 
thatyear,inLondon,afterhehadgivena 
robustandwell-receivedspeechonfor- 
eignpolicy,acaseofEbolawasreported 
inDallas.Perryreturnedimmediatelyto 
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Texas, where he oversaw a successful 
statewideresponse. 

Perryhascontinuedto showasenseof 
seriouspurposesinceannouncingthathe 
wouldmake asecondattemptto winthe 
White House. Hehas maintained abusy 
travelschedule,withaparticularfocuson 
making inroads in Iowa. Even Perry’s 
critics concede that his skill at retail 
politics is virtually unparalleled, and 
in-person appearances have historically 
beencrucialtohiscampaignstrategiesin 
Texas . Meanwhile, Perry has pri oritized 
policyexpertiseinhiscampaignstaffand 
in his outreach to informal advisers. He 
made several substantive speeches over 
the summer, whichreceived positive re 
views from political pundits, many of 
whom were clearly surprised. With a 
nunber of this year’s candidates calling 
forarenewednationalconversationabout 
economic opportunity, it was probably 
inevitablethatthecandidatewiththemo st 
compelling record on the subject would 
pickupthethemeEutnoonewasexpect- 
inganyoneintheRepublicanfield,much 
lessP erry,tocallonthepartytoconfront 
its historically half-hearted interest in 
impro vingAmerica’ sracerelations ,orto 
challengeWallStreetbymakingaforce- 
I fulcaseforitsreform. 

I In other ways, too. Perry is showing 
g himselftobeamorequalifiedcontender 


thanhewasf ouryearsago.Heisoneof 
ninecurrentorformergovernorsamong 
the 1 7 Republicans running this year, 
and any of the others would give half 
theirPACmoneyf orTexas ’ srecord .The 
top-line success captured in state-GDP 
growth and total employment doesn’t 
fullyconveyhowstrikingtheLoneStar 
State ’seconomicperformancehasbeen. 
Virtuallyallavailablemetricsshowthat 
Texas ’ sprogres sduringPerry ’ s 1 4y ear s 
atthehelmwasbroad-based,substantial, 
and arguably more equitable than any- 
thing our conscientiously progressive 
president has managed to achieve. The 
state’s unemploymentrate has beenbe 
lowthenationalaverageeverymonthfor 
years . Median household incomes have 
risen. The number of firms owned by 
Hispanics and African Americans has 
grown. Jobshavebeencreatedinevery 
maj or industry a nd every income quar- 
tile. Last year ’s collapse in oil prices 
helped debunk the persistent partisan 
criticism that the state’s success has 
beenfueledonlybyfossilfuelsiDespite 
doomsiaypredictions,thedistressinthe 
energy industry has translated into a 
slower rate of economic growth rather 
thanacountercyclicalrecession.If any- 
thing, Texas’s economic performance 
looks better in retrospect — resi lient as 
wellasrobust. 


The same, actually, can be said of 
Perry. Texas Democrats have long dis- 
mis sedhim as aright- wing fire-breather 
andalightweightbesides,andhisaffable 
demeanordid,infact,oftencomeacross 
as glib or shallow. But his characteristic 
confidence has a certain appeal when 
comparedwiththecerebralcautionofhis 
successor, Greg Abbott, or the strategic 
calculations of the other contender from 
Texas,S enatorTedCruz. 

Perry is clearly more self-conscious 
than he was four years ago ; rather than 
defending his sanguine view of illegal 
inimigration,forexample,hehasempha- 
sizedthe state’s ongoing border-security 
surge, which began in 20 1 4, after law- 
enforcement agencies in the Rio Grande 
Valley reported a dramatic increase in 
unauthorized immigration from Central 
America. At the same time, he showed 
good instincts and genuine leadership 
when, unlike his competitors, he forth- 
rightly rebuked Donald Trump’s lurid 
claims aboutAmerica’s southern border 
and the 11 million unauthorized immi- 
grantsalreadyintheUnitedS tates . 

Evenso,Perrycouldn’tcatchabreak. 
Many pundits suspected that he, rather 
than Trump, was grandstanding. Either 
way, although his favorability ratings 
among Republican voters remain high, 
his support has been negligible in the 
polls. This contrast is a reminder that, 
evenbeforehiscampaignranoutofcash, 
Perry’schancesofgettingasecondhear- 
ing were doubtful. He has eight or nine 
credible competitors this cycle — and 
onedoozyofacriminalindictment.The 
chargeisabuseofpower,inrelationto 
a line-item veto from 2013. The case 
against him seems dubious: He vetoed 
several m illion dollars ’ worth of annual 
statefundingtothestate’sPublicIntegrity 
Unit,whichwasthenhousedintheTravis 
Countydistrictattomey’soffice,afterthe 
districtattomeyinquestionhadbeencon- 
victedofdrunkdrivingandservedseveral 
weeksinj ail.S till,theindictmentexists . 

Early struggles on the campaign trail 
are not necessarily fatal : J ohn McCain 
was forced to reshuffle his staff a fter a 

disastrous startin2008, andhe wenton 
to capture the nomination. But Perry 
needstofindhisfooting Makingthenext 
prime-time debate stage is a necessary 
first step . After that. Perry will have to 
showheistherightmanforthemoment. 
Hehasarecordtobackthatcaseup,buthe 
isrunningoutoftimetomakeit. NR 
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Bemie and 
Black Lives 

Why a faction of the Left has turned 
on the Vermont socialist 

BY KEVIN D. WILLIAMSON 

B lack Lives Matter, the loose- 
ly organized radical group that 
sprang up to protest police vio- 
lence after the Michael Brown 
killing and similar incidents, is giving the 
Bemie Sanders campaign fits, intermpt- 
ing his speeches and accusing the impec- 
cably progressive crowds gathered to hear 
them of racism. 

Senator Sanders, who is challenging 
Hillary Rodham Clinton from a politi- 
cal stance so far to the left that he re- 
mains technically outside the Democratic 
party — ^he is an independent and a social- 
ist — has an agenda and a history that 
should be attractive to the racial-grievance 
Left: He was active in the civil-rights 
movement, and, as mayor of Burlington, 
Vt., he endorsed Jesse Jackson’s presiden- 
tial campaign while the Clinton gang was 
backing Michael Dukakis and the unions 
were lined up behind Dick Gephardt. 
Sanders buys into all the usual left-wing 
conspiracy theories — e.g., that black 
Americans are incarcerated at relatively 
high rates because of the machinations 
of prison-management companies — and 
he makes all the familiar noises about 
“institutional racism.” 

Yet in Seattle, Senator Sanders was 
driven from the stage as activists seized 
the microphone and demanded that the 
crowd “join us now in holding Bemie 
Sanders accountable.” 

Why? 

There is an element of realpolitik 
here: For black activists on the left, the 
potential costs of attacking a Clinton 
are very high, while the costs of attack- 
ing an elderly progressive northeastern 
Jew who represents the whitest state in 
the union and who is never going to be 
president are relatively low. And the 
Clinton people are better at politics than 
the Sanders people are, and have prof- 
fered such sops as private meetings 
with the candidate to head off any pub- 
lic confrontation. 


Part of the trouble in Seattle had to do 
with conditions on the ground. As in 
places as different as Chicago, Los 
Angeles, and San Francisco, African 
Americans in Seattle have helped ensure 
decades of virtually uninterrupted pro- 
gressive government under effectively 
unchallengeable Democrats (Washington 
hasn’t elected a Republican governor 
since 1981; Seattle hasn’t had a Repub - 
lican mayor since the 1960s), but life has 
not improved very much for the city’s 
small black population. As in progressive 
San Francisco, in Seattle blacks are much 
poorer than average and are incarcerated 
at much higher rates than whites. And 
even considering their 7.9 percent share 
of the population, they are notably rare 
among progressive officeholders: The 
Democrat who boasts of being “the only 
woman of color in the state senate,” like 


the celebrated socialist recently elected to 
the Seattle city council, is a well-off 
immigrant from India. 

State senator Pramila Jayapal, who 
was one of the speakers at the intermpted 
Sanders rally, noted in the pages of the 
tranger , a Seattle newspaper, that 
Sanders “knows he comes from a very 
white state, and he’s a 70-plus-year-old 
white guy.” She perceptively explained 
that Senator Sanders’s problem is that he 
is offering an economic analysis where 
something else is wanted. “His primary 

lens for all of his work ... is economic 

But the deeper comfort with talking 
about race and racism is harder.” 

This is in no small part a contest over 
control of the Democratic party’s internal 
levers of power. Van Jones, the self- 
described Communist and “rowdy black 
nationalist” who was momentarily a con- 
troversial figure in the Obama administra- 
tion, explains that the two traditional 
competing Democratic factions — the pur- 
portedly moderate and business-friendly 
Clinton wing and the class-warfare wing 
represented by Senator Sanders and 
Senator Elizabeth Warren — are seeing 
their duopoly challenged by a “racial- 
justice wing” led by Black Lives Matter 


and activists supporting young illegal 
immigrants. In a CNN commentary, 
Jones argued that the emerging racial- 
justice wing is “highly suspicious of 
both” the Clinton camp and the Sanders- 
Warren economic populists “and finds the 
clueless hypocrisy of the second to be par- 
ticularly grating.” It is interesting that the 
Sanders approach rather than the Clinton 
approach is considered especially offen- 
sive, given that Sanders has had so little 
in the way of real power compared with 
the Clintonites. “It is fair to hold Sanders 
to a higher standard,” Jones writes, 
because “unlike Hillary Clinton or Martin 
O’Malley, the central conceit of Sanders’s 
campaign is that he represents a voice 
of moral clarity against skyrocketing in- 
equality. Any fair discussion of ‘income 
inequality’ must necessarily include a 
denunciation of our racially biased crimi- 


nal justice system. Always.” Jones is here 
being polite: Mrs. Clinton does in fact 
share Senator Sanders’s conceits about 
economic inequality, it’s just that nobody 
believes her to be sincere in anything 
besides her desire to win the election. 

One of the problems with Senator 
Sanders’s economics-centered view is 
that economic propositions are to some 
extent verifiable. Senator Sanders’s eco- 
nomic thinking is daft, but there are at 
least some real data documenting the 
foundation of his complaint that there is 
an increasingly wide gap in wealth and 
income between the very well-off and the 
average American household, and an 
even more dramatic separation between 
the affluent and the poor. Senator Sanders 
remains somewhat oblivious to the fact 
that this is a global reality, in the Scandi- 
navian welfare states he so admires as 
elsewhere. (Sweden’s wealth distribution 
is about as tilted toward the top 1 percent 
as the United States’, or slightly more so, 
depending on how you do the math. It 
also has a more hereditary character.) 
Senator Sanders’s analysis may be 
cracked, but it is a fact that incomes at the 
top have been pulling away from the mid- 
dle for some time. 


Senator Sanders’s economic 
thinking is daft, but there are at least 
some real data documenting the 
foundation of his complaint. 
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Conversely, it is not clear that there is 
an actual fact at the root of BlackLives 
Matter’s complaint. That black Ameri- 
cans are mistreated by the police as a 
result of racial bias is held as received 
wisdom, buttherearenotthatmanycom- 
pellingdatatosupportit.“Iwanttoseea 
cop shoot a white unarmed teenager in 
the back,” declared Toni Morrison, dis- 
playingthehumanenessforwhichleftist 
protestmo vementsarefamous Asittums 
out,theevidencesuggeststhatsheisget- 
tingherwish. Peter Moskos,ascholar at 
theJohnJayCollegeofCriminalJustice 
inNewYork4'anthedatafromMay20 1 3 
toApril20 1 5 andfoundthat,intermsof 
gross numbers, whites were killed by 
policefarmoreoftenthanwereblacks. 

A study by the left-leaning ProPublica 
foundmuchthesamething.Adjustedfor 
populationsize,blacksappeartobekilled 
at higher rates than whites ; adjusted for 
ratesofviolentcrime,blacksappeartobe 
killedatlowerratesthanwhites.Writing 
at RealClearPolicy, Robert VerBruggen 
considers the intriguing possibility that 
thisispartlyareflectionofslightlyhigher 
ratesofmentalillness(andhencesuicide- 
by-cop) among whites ; as he notes, the 
WashingtonPost hasbeentrackingevery 
policekillinginthecountryandhasfound 
that one-third of whites killed by police 
hadahistoryofinenta]illness,asopposed 
toone-sixthofblacks. 

But as in the case of the fictitious 
campus-rape epidemic (women on col- 
legecampusesareinfactstatisticallyless 
likelytoberapedthanarewomeninother 
contexts), the (probably) fictitious story 
of black Americans’ being dispropor- 
tionatelyvictimized — andoutrightmur- 
dered — by racist police officers isn’t 
aboutfactsandfiguresiltisaninvitation 
to affiliation andademandforfealty. In 
thesamewaythatthefictitiouscampus- 
rape epidemic has been used to shift 
theconversationawayfromrapetothe 
chimera ofTapeculture,”reactiontothe 
killingsofMichaelBrownetal.ispartof 
anefforttomovetheconversationaway 
fromidentifiableepisodesofracial dis- 
crimination, which are today relatively 
rare, toward investigations of amor- 
phous and faceless “white supremacy” 
and“whiteprivilege.”WhatBlackLives 
Matterwantsisn’tarigorousanalysisbut 
amoralityplay,andinthiscaseitisessen- 
tial to the conventions of the genre that 
eviltaketheformofawhitemansuchas 
SenatorSanders. 
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Senator Sanders has been trying to 
assuagethecritics.Heputayoungblack 
activist from the Coalition for Juvenile 
Justice on his payroll and rolled out a 
“racial-justice platform” incorporating 
the familiar wish list: racial quotas in 
police hiring, putting local institutions 
underpoliticaldisciplineviatheJustice 
Department, etc . He goes right to the 
point, whichisthatifBlackLivesMatter 
wantssomething,andiftheyarewilling 
to give him grief, then it should be a 
nationalprioritytogivethemwhatthey 
want: “At the federal level we need to 
establish a new model police-training 
program that reorients the way we do 
law enforcement in this country. With 
inputfromabroadsegmentofthecom- 
munity, including activists and leaders 
from organizations like Black Lives 
Matter, we will reinvent how we police 
America.”SenatorSanderswould bring 
an interesting perspective to that pro- 
ject: Vermont is 95 percent white and 
just over 1 percentblack, and its rates 
of violent crime, by most measures, 
placeitamongthelowestthreestatesin 
thenation. 

But no matter what he says or does, 
SenatorSandersisawhitemanoffering 
himself as a leader to a movement that 
does not wish to be led by white men. 
TheAmericanLeftlong agoinvertedthe 
ReverendMartinLutherKingJr. ’sfamous 
standard and began to judge friend and 
foe at least as muchby skin color as by 
character content. Compoundng that, 
Sandersisaneconomicpopulistoffering 
himself to amo vementthat spurns eco- 
nomic analysis infavor of identity poli- 
tics and fears definable solutions so 
intensely that it refuses to consider 
definableproblems,inpartbecausethe 
definable problems suggest definable 
solutionsunamenabletothemovement’s 
political interests : Who is the mayor of 
Baltimore,anyway?OfCleveland? 

AsDaraLindputitat Vbx:“Identity- 
based progressivism is ascendant in 
Americanculture,buteconomicsarestill 
thdiearto^rogressivq)olitics.’TheLeft 
wasdestructiveenoughwheneconomics 
was at the heart of its social analysis , 
anditscurrentobsessions — sure,Caitlyn 
Jenner is a prominent transsexual, but a 
white, privileged transsexual ! — suggest 
thatthingsaregoingtogetmuch worse. 

Mrs . Clinton probably thinks that this is 
goodforher, whichitmay be, if she is 
notlookingbeyondElectionDay. NR 


TheTruth- 

Teller 

Robert Conquest exposed the 
horrors of the USSR 

BY DAVID PRYCE-JONES 

OBERT Conquest hasjustdied 
at the age of 98, and the 
world’ s shadows seemalittle 
darker. To declare an interest, 
heandlhavebeenfriendssincethedays 
when he was foreign editor of the U.K. 
Spectator andiwasthemagazine’ sliter- 
aryeditor. OneofB ob ’ sparticularbetes 
noires was Ezra Pound, whose fascist 
sympathies and pretentious poetry he 
dislikedinmoreorlessequalproportions . 
Sincetheendofthewar,Poundhadbeen 
confinedtoahospitalinprison-likecon- 
ditions.Anumberofpoetswerepressing 
forhisreleaseoncompassionategrounds. 
Bobwouldnothaveitj^oethimself,he 
hadofferedtowritetheverylastwordon 
Poundintheliterarypagesihadjusttaken 
over.Butwhenthepiecedidnotarrive,! 
hadtopersuadehimtodevotetheweek- 
endtowritingit,otherwisethenextissue 
wouldhaveblanlq)ages .Thesecret Jdis- 
covered, was to involve Bob in a good 
politicalskirmish. 

At that time, B ob was engaged in re 
searchesfor TheGreatTerror , published 
in 1 968 .Thatbookwasthefirsttodocu- 
mentthemassmurderJosephStalinhad 
initiated and supervised in the name of 
Communism.Porthreeyearsattheendof 
the 1930s, the SovietUnionwas acaul- 
dronofdenunciationandarbitrary arrest, 
rigged trials and confessions extracted 
by torture, and blackmail that ended in 
deportation to the Gulag or execution. 
Basinghisstudyontheavailableprimary 
sources,especiallythedemographicevi- 
dencetobededucedfromcensuses,Bob 
calculatedthatsomewhereontheorderof 
20millionpeoplehadbeenkilled. 

Thecrimeitselfisoneofthemosthor- 
rific in history, and the cover-up on a 
worldwidescalemadeitstillworse.As 
sorted Marxists, Stalinists andTrotsky- 
ites, the likes of E. J. Hobsbawm and 
Isaac Deutscher, sanctified state terror 
then and afterward by insisting that the 
Communist Party was always right and 
merelydoingnaturaljusticetotraitorsand 
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class enemies by getting rid of them. 
UndertheillusionthatCommunismwas 
progressive, innumerablepeople, includ- 
ing reputed intellectuals and politicians , 
suspendedtheircriticalfaculties.Bobhad 
allsuchusefulidiotsinhissights,andthe 
characterto take them on: “There was a 
greatMarxistcalledLeninAVhodidtwo 
orth reemillionmenin/That’salotto 
havedonein/Butwherehedidonein/ 
ThatgrandMarxistStalindidtenin.” 

CompressionoftheSovietcatastrophe 
into alimerick that makes people smile 
displaysacertaingenius.Bobspokesoft- 
ly, applying the slightly outdated word 
“chaps”toideologicalenemies,buthewas 
unanswerable.Atajoumalisticgathering 
inaLondonthatbelieveditwasbetterto 
ber edthandead,hisnamecameupand 
the lefties present said that someone as 
anti-SovietasBobwasobjectivelyafas- 
cist — so much for his attacks on Pound 
and fascism. If I was his friend and col- 
league, thenihadtobeafascisttoo. 

Son of an American father and a 
British mother. Bob was educated at 
Wiirhester,afamouslyhighbrowschool, 
and Magdden College, Oxford. At one 
Spectator conference,Ica nalsorecall,he 
pointedoutthatthewholelotofiisattend- 
ingwereofmixedparentageandnoneof 
us ,orthecountry,wastheworseforit.He 
hadfirsthandexperienceofCommunism, 
brieflyasamembeioftheParty,thenasan 
officerwiththewartimeMilitaryMission 
inBu^aria. He might recite Bulgarian 
poetry or reminisceaboutFrankThomp 
son, a Communist colleague on the 
Miliary Mission who w as elevated into 
somethingofalegendafterhelosthislife 
inafirefightwiththeGermans(asubway 
stationinS ofiaisnamedinhishonor) . 

The So viettakeo ver of Bulgariamade 
Bobfeelpityforpeoplehehadcometo 
know, and anger on their behalf. The 
imaginationthatsomethingsimilarcould 
happen here was the basis of his friend- 
shipwiththelike-mindedKingsleyAmis . 
Arms,' s^novtlRussianHidea ndSeek has 
an opening scene in which an elegant 
young officer riding through the English 
countryside is revealed to belong to the 
victoriousSovietarmyoccupyingBritain. 
When the Conservatives unexpectedly 
won the general election of 1 970, 1 saw 
Kingsleycelebrateatapartybystanding 
on the table, doing a little dance, and 
shouting at disappointed socialists all 
around the room, “Five more years out- 
sidethebarbedwire.”Kingsleyiscredited 


withsuggesting,whenanAmericanpub- 
lisheiproposedtoreprint TheGreafTeror 
anewtitle, “IToldYouSo, YouF* * *ing 
Fools.” The dismissive and reactionary 
attitudesheandBobadoptedandshared 
with the poet Philip Farkin were de 
signedasprotectivejokes.Collabaating 
to write limericks mocking critics they 
didnotrespect,orexchang- 
ing schoolboy smut, the 
threeofthemformedwhat 
might be called an under- 
ground resistance move 
mentoftheRight. 

B ob ’ sbooksrangedo ver 
Cold War topics, for in 
stance the persecution of 
Boris Pasternak for pub- 
lishing his novel Doctor 
Z/z/vag6>; the Arctic gulag 
of Kolyma; and the assas- 
sination of Sergei Kirov, 
almost certainly at Stalin’s 
behest. Published in 1986, 

The Harvest of Sorrow is 
theauthoritativeaccoun tof 
thecollectivizationof agri- 
culture in Ukraine around 
1 930,anotheiDfthehistoric 
crimes for which Stalin is 
responsible. Usingprimary 
sources again. Bob com- 
putedthatsomethingonthe 
order of 7 million people 
had then died either of starvation or be 
causetheyhadbeendeportedandexiled 
insomegulag. 

AfterthecollapseoftheSovietUnion, 
its archives became accessible and re 
vealed that Bob’s scholarship hadbeen 
impressively thorough. If anything, he 
had underestimated the number of vic- 
tims . B ob had fulfilled the clas sic pur- 
poseofthehistoriantorepresentreality. 
Russians were quick to lionize him. 
PresidentGeorgeW.Bushawardedhim 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, a 
counterweight to the prestigious Com 
panion of Honour that Prime Minister 
BlairsawfittogiveHobsbawm. 

Marxisthistoriansworkunderanideo- 
logicalobligationtomisrepresentreality. 
Eventshavetosatisfythedeterminedpat- 
tem that Karl Marx ordained for them. 
Isaac Deutscher, aMarxist writer with a 
good many disc iples, showed what the 
manipulationofevidencecouldachieve. 

Eric Hobsbawm, surely the most fla- 
grant apologist in the English language 
for Communism, was amaster of selec- 


tivity, exaggerating everything he be 
lieved helped the cause and omitting 
whatever he thought harmful. Uncon 
cerned with primary sources, he seems 
nevertohavegoneinforreality checks. 
Soheperformedtheremarkablefeatsof 
justifyingStalin’sshowtrialsandpraising 
theSovietUnion’sinvasionofFinlandin 



1939 audits subsequent repression of 
Hungary in 1956, while his magnum 
opus about the 20th century did not, in 
more than 600 pages, mention the So 
vietsecretpolice,Sovietslavelabor,the 
terror famine in Ukraine, the Soviet 
murder in wartime of the Polish elite, 
and more atrocities besides. In 1994, 
Hobsbawm told a BBC interviewer that 
thedeathof 1 5 to20million was aprice 
worthpayingtohaveaCommunistsoci- 
ety. Although his cast of mind brought 
himclosertothesuperstitions ofawitch 
doctor than to the procedures of apro- 
fessionalhistorian,hewasauniversity 
professor and member of the British 
Academy, with some 30 honorary de 
grees.Bobhadjusttwo. 

Doesitmatter^iowthattheColdWaris 
over? Yes : This is vital unfinished busi- 
ness. Bob’s criticism of Soviet Com 
munism was combative, that’s true — ^but 
he ’ sagreatmanbecausehehadthesame 
approachtoward all thetotalitarianchaps 
whokeeponcomingandbythelookof 
italwayswill. NR 
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Puzzling Out 
Pope Francis 


Offhand remarks^ often reported without context^ have shaped his image 


BY RAMESH PONNURU 


P ope Francis probablydoesnotpaycloseattentionto 
Americanopinionpolls.Heisnotapolitician,andhe 
heads a worldwide institution. Moreover, he seems 
lessconcemedabouttheUnitedStates,anddeveloped 
countriesgenerally,thansomeofhispredecessorshavebeen.If 
hedidlookatthepolls — ^perhapsoneofhisaideshasthoughtto 
directhisattentiontotheGallupresultsfromJulyasheprepares 
to come here in September — he wouldbe relieved to discover 
tha69percento£\mericansthinkfavorablyofliim.That’sbetter 
thanPopeBenedictdid,ifnotaswellasPopeJohnPaulIL 
Buthis popularity here is dropping. In2014, 76percentof 
Americansviewedhimfavorably.Americanconservativeshave 
ledthedownwardtrend,withonly45percentnowpositiveabout 
him.Bycomparison,68percentofliberalslikehim. 

It’sthereverseofthepattemwehavecometoexpect.Pope 
Benedict, three years into his pontificate, was more popular 
amongRepublicansthanDemocrats.Thetenorofmediacover- 
ageofPopeFrancisalsobreaksthemold.Heisthe“progressive 
pope” who challenges the American Right on poverty and the 
environmentasmuchaspreviouspopeschallengedtheAmerican 
LeftonabortionandsexualissuesDemocratsareplanningtouse 
the pope’s visit to advance progressive causes, withRepre 
sentativeRosaDeLauro,ofConnecticut,organizingalettercom- 
mendinghissupportforthem. 


Francis gets criticism from the left too , since he has not in 
factchangedCatholicdoctrineonanyofthemoralissuesthat 
divideitfromprogressives.(PopeFrancisisthemostpopular 
manintheworldwhoattackscontraception,asuccessorinthat 
title to Gandhi. ) Among many conservatives , though,thecon- 
victionishardeningthatFrancis’sheartreallyisontheleftithat 
he is more eager to condemn capitalism as “the dung of the 
devir’thantopromotetheChurch’steachingsonsexualmorality. 
Indeed, many conservatives wonder how committed he is to 
those teachings .Didn’ theconveneasynoddesignedtoadvance 
his liberal GermanfriendCardinalWalerKasper’sagendaof 
softening the Church’s teaching on divorce and remarriage? 
ThatpossibilityledRossDouthat,the NewYorkTimes colum- 
nist(andN ational Review filmcritic),tosuggestfirstthatcon- 
servative Catholics should “resist” Francis and then that a 
“ schi sm’ ’couldbeintheoffing . 

SomeconservativeCatholics — andhereitshouldbenotedthat 
politically and doctrinally conservative Catholics are distinct, 
thoughofcourseoverlapping,groups — havesoughttodownplay 
theirdifferenceswiththispope.Theysaythathehasbeenmis- 
quoted,ormisinterpreted,ortakenoutofcontext.Oftenenough 
this is true. Francis did not, in fact, refer to capitalism as the 
“dungofthedevil”;hewasspeakinginsteadoftheidolatryof 
material things . One of his most quoted remarks came a few 
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monthsintohispapacy,whenhesaid,“Agaypersonwhoisseek- 
ing God, whois of good will — well, who amitojudgehim?” 
Mostofthosewhohavequotedhimarenotawarethathisnext 
sentence commended the discussion of homosexuality in the 
Church’scatechism,whichmakesadistinctionbetweendesires 
andactionsthathewastryingtoecho . 

JoumaliststendtofitnearlyanystoryinvolvingFrancisi ntoa 
simple-minded narrative of a big-hearted, progressive pope. 
Thus,whenhereaffirmedCatholicteachingonthecompatibility 
offaithandevolution,itgotcoveredassomethingnew.Whenhe 
hosted an interreligious colloquium on the complementarity of 
menan dwomeninmarriage,ithardlygotcoveredatall.Afake 
story aboutthepope’ssayingthatdogsgotoheavenmadeitto 
thefrontpageofthe NewYorkTimes ,andofcourseitdid:Ithad 
thepopebeingsimultaneouslydismissiveofstuffydoctrineand, 
literally,kindtoanimalsandsmallchildren. 

SometimesCatholicconservativeswhousuallyrolltheireyes 
atpresscoverageoftheirfaithfallforthenarrativethemselves. 
InJanuaryPopeFranciswasquotedsayingthatCatholicsdonot 
havetohavechildren‘likerabbits” ;inevitably,thev erb“breed” 
wasusedinnearlyallthewrite-ups.Thiswastakentobeacriti- 
cismoflargefamilies.Itdoesnotappeartohavebeenmeantas 
such. The pope was saying, instead, that the Church does not 
teach that married couples have an obligation to maximize the 
numberofchildrentheyhave,andcanhavegoodreasons — ^he 
cited maternal health specifically — for periodically practicing 
abstinencesoas toavoidconceivingchildren. 

Innorespectwashebackingawayfromthecondemnationof 
contraception.Theremarkwasmadeinthecourseofexplaining 
hiscommentthatsupportersofcontraceptionhadengagedinthe 
“ideologicalcolonization”ofpoorcountries.Oppositiontocon- 
traception is often caricatured as incompatible with what the 
popecalled‘Tesponsibleparenting.”Hewassuggestingthatit is 
compatible,andintheprocessdismissingratherthanembracing 
that caricature. From the standpoint of Catholic teaching, the 
worstonecouldsayofthepopewasthathisconversationalstyle 
ofspeakingtojoumalistshadledto^hrasethatwaseasytotake 
outofcontext. 


T hat is ,however, somethingthatcanbesaidofthispope 
quiteoften.Francis’simmediatepredecessors,SaintJohn 
Paul and Ben edict, were scholar-intellectuals; before 
themhadbeenseveralpopeswhocameupthroughthe Vatican 
diplomaticcorps .They weretrained, allofthem,to weightheir 
words carefully. The same cannot be said for Francis, whose 
backgroundismorepastoral. 

Regardlessofthereason,hemakesalotofcommentsthatcan- 
notstanduptomuchscrutiny.InJunehesweepinglycondemned 
weaponsmakerswhocallt hemselvesChristianandthencriticized 
theAlliesfornothavingbombed“therailwaylinesthatbrought 
thetrainstotheconcentrationcamps.”Hispreparedstatementsin 
cludeill-consideredpassagesasoftenashisoff-the-cuffremarks 
do.Alengthyapostolicexhortationassertedthatboth violence 
andinequalitywereontherise,withtheformertheconsequence 
ofthelatter;bothactuallyseemto bedecliningglobally. 

Inthemostfamouspassageoftheexhortation,Franciswrote 
that “some people continue to defend trickle-down theories 
whichassumethateconomicgrowth,encouragedbyafreemar- 
ket,willinevitablysucceedinbringingaboutgreateijusticeand 


inclusiveness in the world. This opinion, whichhas ne verbeen 
confirmedby thefacts , expresses acrude andnaivetrustinthe 
goodnessofthosewieldingeconomicpowemndinthesacralized 
workings of the prevailing economic system.” Take away the 
“trickle-down”label,andthefirstsentenceaccuratelydescribes 
awidespreadbutdebatableview — theview,thatis,thatarising 
tide will lift all boats. That view does not, however, logically 
entaileithertrustinthegoodnessofcusinessmenandrichpeople 
orastrongcommitmenttot heeconomicstatusquo.Thosewho 
takethatviewtypicallywouldprefermuchfreermarkets,espe- 
cially in places where those wielding economic and political 
powerhavecontrivedtoshieldthemselvesfromcompetition. 

Themeaningofotherpassagesiselusive.Franciswrotethat 
“theeconomycannolongerturntoremediesthatareanewpoi- 
son, suchasattemptingtoincreaseprofitsbyreducingthe wo rk 

forceandtherebyaddingtotheranksoftheexcluded.”Doesthis 
mean businesses should never modernize or mechanize to 
improveefficiencybyreducinglaborcosts?Ordoesitmeanthat 
govemmentsshouldnotpurposelypursueeconomicpoliciesthat 
raise unemployment in order to raise profitability ? Is his point 
absurdortrivial? 

Francisrecentlyadmittedthathedoesnotknowmuchabout 
economicsandinvitedcriticstojoinhimindialogue.ConseFa 
tives who think some of his commentary is misguided should 
takeopportunitiestodoso.Theyshouldnotrespond,though,in 
a spirit of alarm or anger. It’ s not as though Pope Francis has 
proposed, oreverwouldpropose,thattheviewthatbusiness- 
menshouldneverfireanyoneisbindingontheconsciencesof 
Catholics . These are his opinions , not t he teachings of the 

Church. Americanconservativesshouldalsokeepinmindthat 
thesearetheopinionsofamanwhoseunderstandingofeconom- 
ics has been shapedby an Argentinian political economy very 
differentfromourown. 

Onemightstillwishthatthepopewouldrefrainfromsharing 
themsovolubly,ifonlybecausetheysowconfusioninaworld 
alreadyrifewithmisunderstandings of Church teachin g.Inmy 

ownparish,duringanelectionfeaturingtwoCatMiccandidates, 
onewhofavoredandonewhoopposedabortion,avoterguide 
produced by the local bishops set forth their positions on ten 
issues.TheresultwasatieiOnecandidatefavoredtaxpayerfund- 
ing for abortion, but the other one supported uranium mining . 

You would have thoughtthatthe Churchmade no distinctions 
betweenissuesbas edontheirmoralgravityorthescopeofpru- 
dentjudgmentallowedtopublicauthority. 

WecanexpectalotofthisfromCatholicDemocratsduringthe 
pope’svisit.Theywillmoreorlessquietlyconcedethattheydis- 
agreewithhimaboutabortion,butioudlytouthisagreementwith 
themaboutpoverty,theenvironment,andsoon.Churchteaching 
does,ofcourse,insistonapublicresponsibilitytoc areforthe 
poor and the environment, but it does not — and Francis does 
not — proposeaprogramtoachievetheseobjectives.Whatevera 
particularpope’spersonalviewshappentobe,theChurchdoes 
not claim authority to adjudicate between those who favor 
market-oriented, economic-growth-enhancing approaches to 
liftingpeopleouto^overtyandthosewhosupportgreatergov- 
emmentinterventionintheeco nomyandmoreofanemphasis 
ongovernment-runsocial-welfareprograms.Thedisagreement 
aboutabortionisdifferentinkind,becauseitdoesnotconcem 
howbesttorespecttherighttolifeofunbomchildrenbutrather 
whetherthatrightexistsandmustberespected. 
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T he moreissuesonwhichthepopeopines ,themorenat- 
ural the checklist approach to the Church’s political 
teachings becomes . Pope Francis put in a good word 
for the public financing of campaigns on the theory that it 
makesofficialsindependentoftheintereststhatwouldother- 
wise fund their politicking . Maybe he is right and maybe he 
isn’ t, but did the world really need him to offer his personal 
opiniononthematter?Afterall,noone,certainlynotFrairis 
himself, claims thatthisviewoftheissue(oranyother)repre- 
sentstheauthoritativeteachingoftheCatholicChurch. 

Pope Francis ’ s recent encyclical on the care of the earth, 
which was widely taken to be a kind of environmentalist 
manifesto, combines authoritative Church teachings (such 
as the condemnation of materialism and the need to make 

careforthe weak, vulnerable, andpoorparamountinsocial 
decision-making) with expressions of personal opinion 
(about,forexample,theallegedoveruseofair-conditioning). 

In certain respects. Laudato sV is a cridecoeur against 
modernity — althoughanincoherentone,astheologianR.R. 
Reno,theeditorof FirstThings ,hasobserved,sinceitseems 
to envision a global technocracy of awesom e competence 

and ambition. Reno concludes that it breaks with the tradi- 
tionofmodernencyclicalsinbeingahomileticratherthana 
teaching document. It wouldbebinding on the conscience, 
ifitwerenotsoloose. 

Politically conservative Catholics are used to having 
Church officials , including B enedict, disagree with them on 
economicmatters.MoredisquietingformanyCatholicswere 
thehigh-leveldi scussionsofCardinalKasper’sproposalthat 
Catholics who have divorced and remarried (but not been 
given a decree of marital annulment by the Church) be 
allowedtotakeCommunion. 

The Church may conclude — and often does, in the United 
States — that a failed marriage was never valid, for example 
because one or both of the parties to it lacked the requisite 
maturity to enter a marriage . If the marriage has not been 
judged invalid, though, it is indissoluble in the eyes of the 
Church — andsomeonewhoremarrieswithoutgettinganearlier 
marriage annulled is presumptively committing adultery. The 
Churchbasesthisviewofdivorceandremarriageontheexplicit 
wordsofJesusonthesubject.Adulteryisofcourseconsidered 
agravesin,andrepentanceofgravesinisaprerequisiteforre 
ceivingCommunion. And so the divorced andremarriedhave 
historicallynot,intheory,beenallowedtoreceiveit. 

Pope Francis mentionedthatthe Eastern Orthodox (whose 
priesthood and sacraments are regarded as valid by Cathol 
cism)haveapracticeofallowingCommunionincertainsuch 
cases , and he convened a synod of bishops to discuss it and 
other matters related to family life, including homosexuality. 
Kasperus edthesynodtorestatehis(ratherimplausible)argu- 
ment that Communion couldbe allowed withoutcallinginto 
questiontheindissolubilityofmarriageAnearlydraftsummary 
ofthediscussiontiltedtowardtheprogressives. 

Many bishops, especially those from Africa, were against 
anysofteningoftheChurch’steaching.KaspersaidthatAfi 
canshada“taboo”abouthomosexualityandtherefore“sh ould 
not tell ustoomuchwhatwehavetodo.”Whenthecomment 
wasreported,hedeniedhavingmadeit;thenthereporterpro- 
duced a tape that showed he had. Kasper apologized if his 
commenthadbeen^perceivedasdemeaningorinsulting.” 


Thefinalreportendedupbeingavictoryforthetraditional- 
ists . Even a paragraph mentioning disagreement among the 
bishops over Communion for the remarried faile d to get the 

required two-thirds vote.Francisinsistedthattheparagraphs 
bepublishedany way, along withthevotetotals. 

Before, during, and after the synod, well-placed Vatican 
journalists suggested that the pro-change faction has been 
running a skillfully orchestrated campaign that enjoys the 
pope’s support and can therefore withstand temporary set- 
backs.Francis’sdemotionofCardinalRaymondBur ke,oneof 
the traditionalists, hasalsobeeninterpretedinthislight — and 
Burke,whohassaidthattheChurchunderFrancisseemslike 
“ashipwithoutarudder,”hasreinforcedthatimpression. 

Itispossible,though,toreadalltheseeventsdifferently.One: 
BurkeandFrancisnevergotalongwitheachother,evenwhen 
Francis was CardinalB ergoglio . Themenhad starkly different 
stylesandideasabou thowtheChurchshoul(%)resentitself,with 
Burkehighlightingitsmaj esty andB ergoglioitshumility. 

Two: The synodwasintruthsomethingofafiascoforthe 
progressives. Bishops representing those parts of the world 
wheretheChurchisgrowingforcefullyrejectedsomeoftheir 
key projects. Cardinal Kasper inflicted wounds on himself. 
Theprogressivesareinaworsepositionthantheywerebefore 
thesynodconvened. 

Three : Francis was never committed to Kasper ’ s theology 
ofmarriageandCommunion.Hefeltbadlyforremarriedpeo- 
ple and wanted to see whether something couldbe done for 
them,perhapsontheEasternOrthodoxmodel. Republished 
thevotetalliesnotbecausehewantedtoscoreapointforthe 
Kasperitesbutbecausehefavors openness andtransparency. 
(Putting Cardinal Pell in charge of reforming the Vatican’ s 
murky finances also reflects this preference, and shows it to 
beoftenjustified.) 

These interpretations arejustasconsistentwiththefactsas 
is the view of Francis as behind-the-scenes progressive plot- 
ter — aviewthatmakeshimouttobeamoreMachiavellianfig- 
ure than he seems to be. Some conservative Catholics treat 
Francisasthoughhewereseekingsystematicallyt oundermine 
their position within the Church. But “systematic” does not 
appeartodescribehism.o.inanything. 

Conservatives , inside and outside the Church, should caj ole 
and correct and criticize the pope when appropriate ; and they 
shouldspeakoutespeciallywhenheisusedtoprovidecoverfor 
abortion. ButconservativeCatholics shouldnotthinkofthem- 
selves as being in some kind of re volt again st Francis. Reis, 

after all, the pope. Re is owed respect and, within the proper 
sphereofihisauthority,obedience.ConservativeCathlicssurely 
understand that. They have — rightly ! — criticized their liberal 
co-religionistsforfailingonbothcountsformorethan50years. 

There is evenasilverliningtosomeofhismorefrustrating 
pronouncements. Non-Catholics and even some Catholics 
haveadistor tedunderstandingofpapalinfallibility,whichhas 
been invoked only rarely and covers only teachings of faith 
and morals made on behalf of the entire Church. Some of 
Francis’spredecessors,particularlySaintJohnPaul,probably 
ledCatholicsandespeciallyconservativeCatholicstotaketoo 
exaltedaviewofthepapacy.Thenexttimeconservativesare 
tempted to sigh (or worse) about some wrong-heade d state- 
mentby thepope,theyshouldconsiderthatheisadministering 
ausefulcorrective. NR 
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Facing Reality 
On Iran 

The Vienna deal sets up a 
choice of had and worse 

BY JOHN R. BOLTON 

HEN CongressreturnstoWashingtomnSeptember, 
itfacesoneofitsmostcriticaldecisionsinrecent 
years : whether to rej ect the Vienna nuclear deal 
andostensiblystopPresidentObamafromwaiv- 
ing economic sanctions against Iran. Unfortunately, many 
staunchopponentsofthedeahwhorightlycriticizeitsdebilitat- 
ingerrors, inadequacies, andomissions,nonethelessmisappre- 
hendAmerica’salternativesonceCongressacts.Theycontend 
that, after blocking Obama’s waiver authority, we should not 
onlymaintainthecurrentnonprolif er ations anctionsbutimpo se 
stricterones,bothU.S.andevenintemational.Underthistheory, 
Iranwouldsoonerorlaterbeforcedtoseeknewnegotiations, 
inwhichWashingtoncouldextractabetteragreement.Andin 
theabsenceofsuchanagreement,theyargue,“nodeahsbetter 
thanabaddeal.” 

This is all fantasy. We have been overtaken by events, no 
matterhowCongress votes . 

Obama’s mistakes, concessions, and general detachment 
fromMiddleEasternrealityforsixandahalfyearsmakeitim 
possible to travel in time back to a theoretical world where 
sanctionsmighthavederailediran ’ snuclear- weaponsprogram. 

IfObamacansavetheViennaagreementfromCongress,he 
will lift sanctions for the remainder of his presidency. Alter- 
natively,ifhis vetoisoverriddenandU.S . sanctionsremainin 
place, Europe, Russia, China, and everyone else will none 
thelessproceedtoimplementthedealontheirown.(Andgiven 
Obama’s propensity not to enforce laws with which he dis- 
agrees ,whichheisalreadysignalinginthiscase,U. S .sanctions 
willalmostcertainlyproveineffective.)Eitherway,itisnaiveto 
thinkthatanewRepublicanpresidentinJanuary20 1 Twillfind 
anytakersinternationallytorevivesanctions. 

HoweveiCongressvotesJranwillstillbemarchinginexorably 
towarddeliverablenuclear weapons. Deals don’ tconstrainthe 
mullahs , who see this capability as critical to the 1 979Islamic 
Revolution’sverysurvival.Notsurprisingly,therefore,existing 
sanctions have slowed down neither Iran’s nuclear- weapons 
program nor its support for international terrorism. General 
JamesClapper,Obama’sdirectorofnationalintelligence,testi- 
fied in 20 1 3 that sanctions had not changed the ayatollahs ’ 
nuclear efforts , and this assessment stands unmodified today. 
Tehran’s support for such terrorists as Hezbollah, Hamas, 
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Yemen’s Houthis, and Syria’s Assad regime has, if anything, 
increased. As for the sanctions’ economic impact on Iran, 
Clappertestifiedthat“theSupremeLeader’sstandardisalevel 
ofprivationthatIransufferedduringtheIran-Iraqwar,”alevel 
thatlranwasnowherenearin20 1 Sandisnowhereneartoday. 

In short, to have stopped Tehran’s decades-long quest for 
nuclear weapons, global sanctions needed to match the para- 
digmforsuccessfulcoerciveeconomicmeasures.Theyhadto 
be sweeping and comprehensive, swiftly applied and scrupu- 
louslyadheredtobyeverymajoieconomicactor,andrigorously 
enforcedbymilitarypower.TheexistingSecurityCouncilsanc- 
tionsdonotevenapproachthesecriteria. 

Eirst,thescopeoftheIransanctions’prohibitionshas always 
beenlimited,andtheyhavebeenimposedepisodicallyoveran 
extendec^eriodoftime,therebyaffordingTehranampleopportu- 
nity to minimize theirimpactthroughsmuggling, cheating, and 
evasion. And while the sanctions ’ breadth gradually expanded, 
theCouncirstypicalapproachwastq)rohibittradeonl 3 dncertain 
itemsortechnologies,ortonamespecificIranianbusinesses,gov- 
emmentagencies,orindividualswithwhichU.N.memberstates 
wereforbiddentodobusiness.Thisveryspecificitymadesanc- 
tionsfaieasiertoevadeJfdbiexample,theABCfirmwasnamed 
tothesanctionslistdttooklittleefforttocreateacutoutcompany 
calledXYZtoengageinpreciselythesameproscribedactivities. 

Second,keyforeigncountriesaredecidedlyuneveninadher- 
ingtosanctions.RussianandChinesecomplianceisnotoriously 
lax, andothercountries are worse. Under Iran’s sway,Iraqhas 
beenopenlyandnotoriouslyfacilitatingTehran’soilexportsby 
providing false documentation of Iraqi origin or purchasing 
Iranian oil for Iraqi domestic consumption, thereby freeing 
B aghdad’ s oil for export. The Obama administration itself re 
peatedlygrantedwaiverstocountriesthatclaimedtheyneeded 
to import Iranian oil. Although clandestine sanctions violators 
do not publish audited financial statements, creative criminal 
minds(andnotafewcreativeentrepreneurialminds)havefound 
enoughslackinthesanctionstokeepIranafloat,evenifitsciti- 
zenssufferedeconomically.Noonehaseverdescribedtheaya- 
tollahsasconsumer-society-friendly. 

Einally, it was largely national law-enforcement agencies, 
rather than military forces , that monitored the sanctions . Un 
surprisingly, the quality of such efforts varied greatly, and the 
Security Council hardly matches the Pentagon in command- 
and-controlauthority. 

Inrecenlhistory,theonlysanctionsregimetoapproximatethe 
idealparadigmwasthatimposedonSaddamHusseininl990, 
justdaysafterlraqinvadedKuwait.SecurityCouncilResolution 
66 1 pro vided that all states “shall prevent ... the import into 
their territories of all commodities andproducts originating in 
Iraqor Kuwait” exceptfood, medicine, andhumanitarian sup- 
plies. That is the very definition of “comprehensive,” and the 
polaroppositeofthecongeriesofsanctionsimposedonlran. 

Significantly,whileResolution661approachedthetheoretical 
ideal, evenits sanctionsfailed to breakSaddam’s stranglehold 
on Kuwait. Had Washington waited much longer than it did 
beforemilitarilyoustingSaddam,Kuwaitwouldhavebeenthor- 
oughlylootedanddespoiled. 

Thus, even strict, comprehensive, rigorously enforced sanc- 
tionsarenotnecessarilyenoughtostopadeterminedadversary. 
Other critically important conditions , such as a truly credible 
threatofmilitaryforce,mustaccompany sanctions. Ini 990-9 1 , 
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the United States and a multinational coalition presented just 
suchacrediblethreat,butSaddamnonethelessrefusedtoback 
down, resulting in his humiliating military defeat. In 2002-03 , 

S addam yet again faced a credible military threat and again 
refusedtobackdown.Hethereuponnotonlylostmilitarilybut 
also lost his regime and ultimately his life. Does anyone truly 
believe that B arack Obama’s fainthearted utterances that “all 
optionsareonthetable”carryacrediblethreattothemullahs,or 
thattheirhearingisanybetterthanSaddam’s? 

Finally, theremustbeaU.S .negotiatorwhoknowshowto 
negotiate. In 1990-91 , Secretary of State James Baker made 
everyefforttofindadiplomaticsolutionmeetingU.S.criteria, 
including a last-minute Geneva meeting with Iraqi foreign 
ministerTariq Aziz. Baker was preparedto try diplomacy but 
not prepared to concede the key point: immediate Iraqi with- 
drawalfromKuwait.HissuccessorsunderObamadidn’thave 
thatsteel,andtheresultsshow. 

B ut we do not face the hypothetical question whether, 
five, ten, or twenty years ago, a better deal with Iran 
might have been possible. Even if we could honestly 
answerthatquestionaffirmatively,theoption no longer exists. 
Aswelookforward,hardasitmaybetoswallow,thereisno 
otherdealavailable.Obamaisrightwhenhemakesthispoint, 
althoughforallthewrongreasons . 

Iranaside(sinceTehranisobviouslydelightedwiththedeal), 
noneoftheotherpartiestotheViennaagreemenlhaveanyinter- 
estinevenconsideringresurrectingastrictersanctionsregime. 
RussiaandChina,asjustnoted ,havehardlyadheredtoSecurity 
Councilsanctionstheselasteight-plusyears,andtheyareeagerly 
preparingtoeliminateeventhepretenseofcompliance. 

In April, before the agreement was signed, Vladimir Putin 
issuedadecreeauthorizingthelong-stalledsaleoftheS-SOOanti- 
aircraft system to Iran. Even though S-300s were not actually 
barredby U.N. sanctions, Putin’s decree signals the start of an 

Oklahomalandrusho&usinessforRussia/romnuclearreactors 
(for“peaceful”uses ,ofcourse)tomilitaryequipmentandmore . 
InJuly,Iran’sQudsPorcecommander,QassemSuleimani,vis- 
ited Moscow in open disdain of theoretically still-operative 
sanctionstodiscusssalesofweapons3ncludingtheS-300.Given 
all the evidence, there is simply no basis to conclude that an 
economicallytroubl edMoscowwantstocloseitsbazaartoIran. 

China is already poised to make multibillion-dollar capital 
investmentsinIran’soil-productionandrefiningcapacities,there- 
bygivingitprivilegedaccesstolran’soilandnaturalgasinthe 
futurewhilealsoboostingBeijing’scompetitiveedgeinextract- 
ingdealsfromotherproducers.Moreover,ChinaandRussiaboth 
longtobuildaparallelglobalec onomicstructuretochallengethe 
onenowdominatedbyWesteminstitutions.Promdethroningthe 
U.S . dollar as the world’sreservecurrency, to creating aninter- 
bankfunds-transfer system to compete with the SWIFT wire- 
transfersysteminglobalmarkets,tosideliningtheIntemational 
Monetary Fund andtheWorldBankthroughsuchinstitutions 
asthenewAsianInfrastructureInvestmentBank,Beijing and 
Moscow are looking for openings. Lifting the Iran sanctions 
gives them anewopportunitytoexploitwhilealsoaffording 
the Kremlinindirectrelieffromsanctionsinresponsetoitsmili- 
tary intervention in Ukraine, by providing alternative business 
opportunitiesnowdenied.WhatpossibleincentivewouldRussia 


andChinahavetoputIran,apotentiallymajorplayerin their 
altemativeeconomicuni verse, backunderpres sure? 

Europeanfirmsarealreadylockingupmassivetradeandin 
vestment deals with Tehran and pressuring their governments 
forevenmore.Germany,forexample,sawsanctionsreduceits 
annual trade with Iran from $8 billion to $2 billion; in slow 
economictimes,theprospectofreturningtoorexceedingpre- 
sanctionsrevenuelevelsiscompelling.Andoncetheeconomic 
benefits begintoflow,Europeanswillfiercelyresistreinstituting 
sanctions . (This fundamental commercial reality is yet another 
reasontheViennaagreement’s“snapbacksanctions”couldnever 
work.) Itis little wonderthat Germany ’s ambassadorto Wash 
ington,PhilippAckermann,recentlysaid,“Itwouldbeanight- 
mareforeveryEuropeancountryifthisisrejected.” 

There was a recent flurry surrounding reports that J acques 

Audibert, foreign-policy adviser to Erench president Eran 9 ois 
Hollandejiadsaidthatlranwouldeventuallyretumtothenego- 
tiating table if Congressrejected the Vienna deal. The Erench 
immediately went into full denial mode, but the most telling 
e videncewasEoreignMinisterLaurentFabius ’ smakinganon- 
his-knees pilgrimage toTehran.Atoningforhisearlierpublic 
disagreements with Obama’s disastrous concessions during 
the negotiations, Fabius extolled the prospects for business 
and invited Iran’sPresidentRouhanitoParisthisNovember. 
MercantilismisaliveandwellinParis:Whenitcomestoadvanc- 
ing French international commercial interests, even Socialist 
govemmentsknowthedrill. 

More happy news came on August 12, when Switzerland 
announced that it was lifting its sanctions immediately. Not a 
U.N.member — andhencenotboundbySecurityCouncildeci- 
sions anyway — the Swiss government stressed its “interest in 
deepening bilateral relations with Iran.” Given the reach of 
Swissfinancialandmercantileconnections,thisisablackhole 
foranyefforttomaintainsanctionsagainstTehran. 

Nor are U.S . businesses blind. NedLamont, Connecticut’s 
2006 Democratic Sen ate nominee, traveled to Tehran in June 
with — of all things — a delegation from the Young Presidents ’ 
Organization. He reported that “Turk, German, and Chinese 
businesspeople were congesting the elevators and filling the 
conferencerooms” of his hotel seeking deals . It was, saidLa 
mont,“amodem-daybazaar,withbusinesspeoplefromaround 
theworldbusilynegotiatingventures.”Lamont’sjoyfulconclu- 
sionwasthatthe“trainhadleftthestationanditistoolatefor 
themullahsortheU.S.Senatetoderailit.” 

Theseacceleratingdevelopmentsdemonstratewhyrelyingon 
economic sanctions tocoercelran was achancy strategy from 
thestart.NeitherouralliesnorObama’sWashingtonaresupple 
enough to exercise the economic power that sanctions imply, 
turningtheheatupanddownincarefullycalibr ateddegreesto 
achieve thepleasureorpaindesired. Once gone, sanctions are 
goneforever.TheViennaagreementitselfprovesthatsanctions 
areafairlybluntinstrument.Ifthedears“snapbacksanctions” 
areeverinvokedforiranian violations (asnotedabo ve, adubi- 
ous proposition), Tehran is then released from its obligations . 
Whatkindofpenaltyisitthatfreesthecountrybeingpenalized 
fromitsothercommitments ? 

Asfloodsofiiewsprinthaveexplained,theagreementwil]not 
stopiranfromgettingnuclear weapons, whetherirancomplies 
withitstermsor^norelikelyisalreadyviolatingthem.Obama’s 
dealisabornfailureforreasonsweneednotelaborate further 
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here.Andwhenhesaysthatthealtemativetohisfaileddealis 

“somekindo^ar’X^^hrasethatDbscuresmorethanitreveals), 

heissimplycontinuinghiseffortstosellabaddeal. 

U NDERSTANDING the reality that, in today’s circum- 
stances, themullahsneverintendedtoagreeto — orfol- 
low — anydealthatcouldsatisfyAmericaclarifieswhy 
our alternatives as we look forward are decidedly limited no 

matter how Congress votes: Either Iran remains solidly on a 
pathtodeliverablenuclearweapons,soonerratherthanlater,or 
someoneusesmilitaryforcetopreventthatoutcomeJnfact,that 
hasbeentherealityforthepastdecade,despiteHerculeanefforts 
bymanytoavoidfacingit. 

Accordingly,asoftoday,onlyapreemptivemilitarystrikecan 
blocklranfrombecominganuclear-weaponsstate.W ecanunder- 
standwhypoliticiansfleefrompubliclyconsideringthemilitary 
option,justaswecanunderstandwhyObamatriestoshodiom 
debate into a“my way or war” dichotomy. Butneither wishful 
thinking nor outright deception can change the fundamental 
strategic reality. That facing reality is uipalatable politically 
does not mean we can imagine another reality into existence. 


way, ledby S audiArabia, Egypt, andTurkey. This is onemore 
compellingreasontostopIrannow.Takenalone,theViennadeal 
alreadyinflic tsamortalwoundontheNuclearNon-Proliferation 
Treaty, butafully nuclearized Middle East wouldbe aglobal 
strategiccatastrophe . 

Accordingly,thespotlightfallsonIsrael,whichtwicebefore 
has strucknuclear- weapons programs inhostile states (Iraq in 
1981andSyriain2007).Israerscurrentoptionsarehardlynew 
ordifferent.Jerusalemmustchoosebetweenaworldafteramil- 
itarystrikean daworldwithanuclearenemywhoseobjective 
islsraersdestruction.ltdoesnothavethechoiceofpreserving 
theworldasitistoday,becausethatworldisrapidlybecoming 
aworldwithanuclearlran(asbeforewithlraqorSyria). 

Neitheraltemativeispalatable,butinsimilarcircumstances, 
Israelhasnothesitated.Inneithercase,perhapsincomprehensi- 
blytosome,didtheMiddleEastprom ptlydescendintowarand 
chaos .NootherregionalpowerwantedS addamtohavenuclear 
weapons(neitherinI 98 lnorthereafter),and,despitetheflurry 
ofanti-IsraelactivityattheUnitedNations,therewerenosus- 
tainedconsequencesfollo winglsraeF sattack Afterlsrael’ s2007 
strike on Syria, Arab reaction was almost entirely muted, be 
causetheArabs suspectedthattheal-Kibarreactor was a joint 



Negotiators speak with media following talks in Lausanne^ Switzerland^ on IranS nuclear program. 


The spinmeisters cancontemplatehowto “message” thepoint, 
bulAmericamustrecognizethefactsitfacesonceCongressvotes. 

Tostopiranfromachie vingitsS 5 -y eargoalofdeli verablenu 
clearweapons,eitherAmericaorIsraelmustbepreparedtouse 
militaryforce.Obviously,underObama,Washingtonhasessen- 
tiallyleftthefieldAlthoughhehassaidrepeatedlythalhewants 
topreventlranfromobtainingnucl ear weapons, notcontainit 
afterthefact, containmentis Obama’s only remaining option. 
ThisexplainswhySecretaryofDefenseAshtonCarterisoffer- 
ing advanced weapons and increased cooperation to the Arab 
oil-producingmonarchies.Thesearetheclassicfoundationsofa 
containmentstrategy. 

The Gulf Arabs willundoubtedly acceptCarter ’ s offers, and 
muchmoreiftheycangetit.DeepdownJiowever ,theyhaveno 
faith that, if they find themselves threatenedby Iran, they are 
genuinely protected by America’s conventional or nuclear 
umbrella.Whyshouldthey?AskIsraelhowitfeels.Notsurpris- 
ingly, therefore, a regional nuclear- arms race is already under 


venturebetweenDamascusandTehran.TheSunniArabsdidn’t 
wantanuclearlranin2007 ,andtheydon’ twantitno w.Notonly 
will the Arab monarchies quietly accept a preemptive Israeli 
militarystrikeagainstIran,somemightevencooperate.Thisis 
hownationalinterestsactuallyworkinintemationalaffairs. 

Obviously,suchadangerousandcomplicatedmissionraises 
ahostofquestions .Can Israelsucceedalone?Notaswellasthe 

UnitedStatescould,tobesure,butwellenough.AstheBritish 
statesmanMickJaggeroncewrote,“Youcan’talwaysgetwhat 
youwant,butifyoutrysometimes,youjustmightfindyouget 
whatyouneed.’lsraelhasthemilitarycapabilitytocausemassive 
damagetokeychokepointsinIran’snuclearprogram(atleast, 
those we know about), notably the Isfahanu ranium-conversion 

plant, the Natanz uranium-enrichment facility, and the Arak 
reactorandheavy-water-productionfacility. 

Isfahan andArakareabovegroundandconstitutefairly easy 
targets.IndeedJittle-knownIsfahanisbothparticularlyimportant 
andparticularlyvulnerable.lfirancannotconverturaniumfrom 
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thesolidU 363 tothegasUF its centrifuges cannot operate. 
Natanzisburiedandhardenedandwillposemoreobstaclesfor 
Israel than for America, but Israel can do the necessary. The 
Fordowuranium-enrichmentfacilityisamoreseriousproblem 
for[srael,butthereislittledoubtrerusalemcanclosetheentrance 
tunnels, airshafts, andelectricalconnectionsgoingdeepunder- 
ground. Preventive maintenance, in the form of small-scale 
Israelistrikes ,tokeepthemclosedmaybeneededo vertheyears , 
butit’shardforscientiststoworkwhentheycan’tbreathe. 

Iran,ofcourse,wouldrespond.Hereinliesthegreatestdan- 
ger and the hardest decision for Prime Minister Netanyahu’ s 
government. Iran would most likely retaliate by unleashing 
HezbollahandHamastorocketIsraelitargets,especiallyterror- 
izingcivilianareas.Whatisnotsolikelyisthatlranwouldtake 
anyactionthatwouldgenerateaU. S .militaryresponse,suchas 
closingtheStraitofHormuz,miningthePersianGulf,orattack- 
ingtheGulfArabstatesordeployedU.S.forcesintheregion. 
Losingtheirnuclearprogramwouldbebadenoughfortheaya- 
tollahs.Losingtheimavy,airforce,andwhoknowswhatelseat 
Americanhands ,evenunderB arackObama,wouldbefarworse, 
andpotentiallyfataltotheregimeitself. 

OtherspeculationaboutTehran’sresponseisfanciful.Some 
sayanattackwouldcauselrantoaccelerateitsnuclearefforts. 
Comparedwithwhat?Andit’shardtoacceleratewhenkeyele- 
mentsofyourprogramhavebeenreducedtoashes . Others say 
Iranwouldincreaseitsterroristactivityworldwide — ^butcouldit 
domuchmorethanitcan whenits assets abroad are unfrozen 
under Vienna and it receives billions of dollars in economic 
windfalls?Weshouldnotbeblindtoanypossibility,ofcourse, 
butwemustremainfocusedandobj ective . 

For America, anisraeli attack also has potentially enormous 
consequences,includingtheeconomicrisksandthethreattoour 
forces in the Gulf. But every potential increase in risk to the 
UnitedStatesandtoeachofouralliesconsequentuponanIsraeli 
preemptivestrikewill,whetherouralliesrealizeitornot,befar 
higher, and permanent, when Iran acquires deliverable nuclear 
weapons.AswithIsrael,ourrealself-interestliesinfacingthe 
threatnowbeforeitmetastasizesandbecomestrulynuclear. 

IfJerusalemstrikesIran,wewillundoubtedlylearnofitonly 
after operations have commenced. Given the level of distrust 
betweenIsraelandObama,thereisessentiallynochancewewill 
recei vead vancenotice .N onetheles s Americashouldbeimme- 
diatelypreparedtodotwothingstohelpIsrael.First,politically 
and diplomatically, we shouldargue unhesitatingly thatapre- 
emptivelsraelistrikeisalegitimateexerciseoflsraersinherent 
rightofself-defense.Inanageofweaponsofmassdestruction 
and insignificant attack- warning times, this is basic common 
senseforus. 

Second, Congress should immediately authorize and appro- 
priateallnecessaryassistanceforlsraeltoallowittodefendit 
self againstHamas andHezbollahor directiranianretaliation. 
Israel’s military would probably expend significant resources 
andsufferheavylossesofmenandmaterieloverlran.Todefend 
itsciviliansadequatelyjsraelcouldbrooknodelayinsuppressing 
hostileactivityfromLebanon’sBekaaValleyortheGazaStrip. 
Obamamightprocrastinateandequivocate,butCongressmust 
doeverythingitcantoforcehishand. 

These are bitter, unpleasant choices. They havebeenfor 1 5 
yearsormore.Theyarenonethelessstillpreferabletoanuclear 
Iran.WelcometoObama’spost-Viennaworld. NR 


Ready Always to 
Give an Answer 

Campus Christians flourish amid adversity 

BY DAVID FRENCH 

T he phoneeallcameaftermidnightonApril 1 3 ,2000 .A 
representative from the “J,” the Tufts Community 
UnionJudieiary,ealledCurtisandJodyChang,Boston- 
areaeampus-ministryleadersforlnterVarsityChristian 
Fellowship , to deliver a short message . Without ahearing or an 
opportunity to be heard, the Tufts Christian Fellowship, the 
largeststudentgroupatTuftsUniversityandanlnterVarsityaffil- 
iate, had been expelled from campus — “de-recognized,” in the 
bureaueratic language of university regulations. The grounds? 
TheFellowshipwasathreattoeampussafety.ItsChristianmes- 
sageofsinandredemptioncoulddrivestudentstosuicide. 

The proximate cause for the J’s fury was the Fellowship’s 
recentdecisiontodenyalesbianstudent’sapplieationtoleadthe 
group. Not only did the student expressly disagree with Inter 
Varsity’s teaehings on marriage, family, and human sexuality, 
shealsospecificallystatedthatshewantedtouseherpositionat 
theFellowshiptoadvocategayrights.Itwouldbetheequivalent 
ofWalterPalmerattemptingtojoinPETAtoleadthegroupina 
hunttokillCecilthelion.Ratherthanaeceptsuehleadership,the 
Fello wshipchosetoremaintruetoitsB iblicalroots Anorthodox 
ChristianorganizationwantedanorthodoxChristianleader — as 
B aptists wantB aptistpastors, Muslims prefer imams torabbis, 
andRepublicanstendtonominateRepublieanstorepresenttheir 
party.Butthesecularuniversityiseonsumedbyboththesexual 
revolutionandidentitypolities.Thus,theFellovship’scommon- 
sense exereise of freedom of association was immediately re- 
eharacterizedashateandexelusion. 

Whenne wsoftheFello wship ’ sexpulsionhitthemedia,andas 
theFellowshipbegantofightbacknotjustincampuscourtsbut 
alsointhecourtofpublieopinion,thecampaignagainstitbegan 
to spread. Soon, Inter Varsity ehapters at Harvard, Williams 
College, and Middlebury found themselves under serutiny or 
expelledfromcampus.Next,largepublieuniversitiestookaimat 
Inter Varsity — itwasexpelledfromRutgersandthreatenedatthe 
UniversityofNorthCarolinaatChapelHill.MultipleUniversity 
of Wisconsin schools attacked InterVarsity and other eampus 
ministries. Ateverysehool,thereasoning was thesameTtwas 
inherently discriminatoryforaChristianorganizationtoreserve 
itsleadershipforChristians.InterVarsitywasbigoted,bestcom- 
paredto the Ku Klux Klan and southern segregationists. First 
hundreds , then soonthousands of Christian students found their 
campuslivesdismpted;theywereviewedasoutcastsandsome- 
timesfacedactsofphysicalintimidation. 

Within two years, InterVarsity beeame the nation’s most em 
battled Christian ministry, and the problem only got worse. At 
Central College in Iowa, InterVarsity faeed potential expulsion 
afteritaskedagaystudenttostepdownfromleadershipafterhe 
refusedtoadvocateBiblicalsexualethics.AttheStateUniversity 
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of New York at Buffalo, the administration de-recognized an 
InterVarsityfellowshipoverthecaseofagaystudentwhowasin 
eligibMoiieadership,despitethatstudent’sobjectiontothainiver- 
sity ’s action and his respect for InterVarsity’s Biblical stance on 
sexuality.Atotheruniversities,campusideologuespursuedInteF 
Varsity even thoughMuslimstudentgroupsnotonlymaintained 
theiro wnexclusivemembershipandleadershippoliciesbuttypi- 
cally engaged in sex-segregated worship — ^thereby “discriminat- 
ing”onthebasesofreligion,sexualorientation,andgender. 

In 20 1 0, InterVarsity’s plight worsened. In Christian Legal 

Societyv.Martinez ,theSupremeCourtrej ecteddecadesofFirst 
Amendmentprecedentandruledthatitwaspermissibleforuni- 
versitiestorequireChristianstud entgroupstobeopentonon- 
Christianleaders,atleastsolongastheuniversitiesconsistently 
maintainedan“allcomers”policythatrequiredallstudentgroups 
tobeopentoleadershipfromanyqualifyingstudent.Universities 
could, ineffect, forceatheistleadershiponChristianstudents. 

By2014,thenumberofaffectedstudentshadexpandedexpo- 
nentially. InterVarsity faced expulsion or poss ible expulsion at 

dozensofcampuses.Itwasde-recognizedatalI23schoolsofthe 
CalifomiaStateUniversitysystem.InterVarsitywassoprominent 
in the fight for religious freedom on campus that sources on 
Capitol Hill have said that university lobbyists trying to block 
religious-freedom legislation claimed that universities didn’t 
have a religious-freedom problem, but rather an “InterVarsity 
problem” — all because InterVarsity consistently and steadfastly 
refusedtocomplywithcampusdemandsthatitabandonitsprin- 
ciples whenselectingitsleaders . 

I KNOW thishistorybecauscF velivedit.Forl Syears Jhelped 
defendInterVarsityoncampusesfromcoasttocoast,begin- 
ning at Tufts University, where I launched a defense effort 
after receiving that midnight call. I argued for religious liberty 
beforecampus tribunals, haggled with deans and provosts, filed 
suitwhennecessary,andmadethecaseforreligiousfreedomtothe 
mediaduringthosefewsporadictimeswhenthelargelybehind- 
the-scenes fight for liberty broke briefly into the news cycle. 
DuringthattimeJgottoknowInterVarsity,fromitsnationaUead- 
erstoitsuniversity-levelstafftoitsstudentmembers.Iwatchedit 
respondtoafrontalattackintheculturewarsandstruggletodoso 
withoutallowingtheconstantconflicttotransformitsmissionand 
characterAnd,critically,Iwatcheditgrow.Yes,grow. 

Ledsince2001byAlecHill,whorecentlysteppeddowntofight 
bone-marrowcancer,thenation’smostembattledChristianmin- 
istryalsotumsouttobeoneofitsmostvibrant Jn200 1 JnterVarsity 
reported reach! ng roughly 31,906 students and faculty on 5 3 3 
campuses .By20 1 5 ,InterVarsitywason649campusesandreach- 
ingmorethan40,000studentsandfaculty.Thiswasadouble-digit 
growthratemadeallthemorenotablebythefactsthatoverallreli- 
giousparticipationdeclinessignificantlyduringstudents’college 
yearsandthatMillennialsaremorelikelytodisavowthefaith of 
their parents than any pre ceding generation. While Christianity 
strugglesoncampusJnterVarsitygrowsNotonlydoesi^row,but, 
withtheexceptionofahandfulofcampusesacrossthecountry,it 
hastendedtoprevailinitsfightsforrehgiousfreedom — evenatthe 
CahfomiaStatesystem,whichwelcomesInterVarsitybackoncam- 
pusthisacademicyear.WhatarethekeystoInterVarsity’ssuccess? 

Thequestionisparticularl ypertinentgiventhereligiouscom- 
munity’salarm — sometimesborderingonpanic — inresponseto 


the Su preme Court’ s redefinition of marriage in Ohergefell v. 

Hodges . Orthodox Christians in the United States are enduring 
previously unthinkable levels of cultural and legal adversity. If 
religiousemployersrefusetorecognizesame-sexmarriage,they 
arelookingatpotentiaUos sesoftaxexemptionandthe closureof 
Christianadoptionandfoster-parentingagencies;Christianbusi- 
nessownerswhorefusetohelpcelebratesame-sexweddingsface 
ruinousfinesAndtheselegalchallengesareamplifiedbycultural 
shaming that often intimidates Christians into silence or limits 
their career trajectories in Left-dominated fields such as televi- 
sion,cinema,technology,and,ofcourse,theacademy. 

Confrontedwiththisnewchallenge,someChristiansfearforthe 
futureoftheChurchPastorsarecallinginsurancecompanies,seek- 
ing to guarantee coverage against gay-rights lawsuits that they 
believe to be imminent. Others are developing fresh strategic 
approaches, including perhaps even a degree of cultural retreat. 
RodDreher,forexample,isadvocatingthattheChurchpursuethe 
“BenedictOption,”astil 1-evolvingconceptthatincludesapartial 
tactical withdrawal frompopular culture designedpartly to give 
theChurchspacetoreaffirmitscommitmenttocoreBiblicalval- 
uesandtomoreeffectivelyimpartthosevaluestocongregants. 

YetlnterVarsityhastakenadifferentapproach — onethatdoes 
notintentionallycourtcontroversyyetsteadfastlyrefusestocon- 
formtouniversitydemands.Forthepa stl 5years,ithasendured 

a legal and cultural landscape that in essence has been post- 
Obergefell. Indeed,thecampusatmospherehasoftenbeenworse 
thanthenear-futurecultureimaginedevenbyChristianalarmists. 
Forexample,noteventhemostdoomsayingactivistbelievesthat 
churcheswillsoonbeunabletohireandfirepastorsonthebasis 
oftheirfaith — thatB aptistswillhavetohireatheist pastors .Only 

on campus have Christians faced punishment for refusing to 
publicly take political and moral positions contrary to their 
beliefs .Foiiexample,atMis souriStateUni versitypmilyBrooker 
wasdisciplinedafterrefusingtosignalettertoastatelegislator 
callingforanendtothebanonadoptionsbysame-sexcouples. 
AtEastemMichiganUniversity, counseling student Julea Ward 
was dismis sed from her program after refusing to affirm the 
moralityofhomosexualbehavior. 

Inother words, campusreligiouspersecutionis asbadasthe 
American version of persecution gets . Despite this pressure. 
Inter Varsity andotherministrieshaveproventhattheChurchin 
Americacanfacemarginalizationandstillprosper — indeed,that 
universityattacksoftendomoretoempowerandmotivateyoung 
Christiansthanadecade’sworthofsermonsAsInteVarsitystaff 
worker Tish Harrison Warren told me, “it turns out that many 
youngChristianswantafaiththatfeelsreafafaiththatactually 
coststhemsomething . ’ ’ 

InterVarsity officials will be the first to admit that the Tufts 
controversy — andthecascadeofassaultsthatfollowed — initially 
tookthembysurprise.Theyweren’tpreparedforeitherthecam- 
pusfightorthemediabattlesthatimmediatelyfollowed,accord- 
ing to Greg Jao, InterVarsity’s vice president and director of 
campusengagement.Inthemidstoftheemergency,Inter Varsity 
had to rely on the staff in place — the boots on the ground — to 
handletheinitialonslaught. 

Yetitwasherethatpotentialweaknesstumedintostrength.Far 
frombeing the monolithic, cult-like entity that administ rators 

imagined, InterVarsity was a collection of student-run organiza- 
tions bound together by the organization’ s doctrinal basis — its 
statement of faith. Any student organization was free to leave 
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InterVarsityatanytime,andInterVarsitywasfreetowithdrawits 
recognition and support if a student group disavowed Inter 
Varsity’s Biblical doctrines. Affiliation was creedal rather than 
extensivelyorganizationalorbureaucratic.Thismeantthattheol- 
ogymatteredtoInterVarsitystudents — itmatteredalot. 

Consequently, when administrators pushed student leadership 
toabandonthenationalo rganizationandmoveforward“free”of 
external influence, they encountered students who had already 
made the choice to affiliate with InterVarsity and viewed that 
choiceasanimportantexpressionoftheirbeliefsandfreedom.lt 
wasachoicetheywouldreaffirmagainandagain. 

Warren, who worked with InterVarsity ’s Graduate Christian 
Fellowship during its yearlong battle for survival at Vanderbilt 
UnFersity,recallsthestudentreactionathercampus . ‘ ‘Ireminded 
themthattheydidn’thavetofight,”sheexplains.“Theyledtheir 
owngroup,andtheycouldcuttieswithInterVarsityandmaketheir 
ownwayattheschool. ’ Thegrouptookavotebysecretballot.“It 
wasunanimous,’Warrensays.“TheystayedwithInterVarsityand 
foughttheirownschool,eventothepointofexhaustion.” 

Stories like this wererepeatedacrossthecountryaschapter 
presidentsor InterVarsitystaffoutlinedtheoptionstoembattled 
students.Stayanddefendthedoctrinalbasisorcuttiesandpla- 
cate the administration. Through it all, students and staff 
refused to cast aside their Christian principles for social or 
administrativeacceptance. 

InterVarsity ’s resistance depended not on creeds alone, how 
ever,butal soonahealthydoseofperspective.Likemanymem- 
bersofEvangelicalinstitutionsJnterVarsitystaffandstudentsare 
keenly aware of the immense, deadly persecution of Christians 
overseas .Theirownstrugglespaledbycomparison. J aosaidthat 
hewas“neverparticularlydismayed”thattheculturewasdrifting 
away from InterVarsity. For the “national culture and political 
framework” toreinforceth eChristianvalue system, astheyhad 
done in theUnited States untilrecently, was unusual, herecog- 
nized. For Christians, opposition from the culture, notthe cul- 
ture ’ s agreement, was thehistoricalnorm. Further, as Jaonoted, 
“anapatheticorsomewhatantagonisticculturehasnevermeant 
thedeathoftheChurch.” 


W ARREN refuses to use the word “persecution” to 
describe InterVarsity ’s experience — even as the Van 
derbilt administrators kicked InterVarsity off campus 
andpubliclycomparedChristianstudentsto segregationists . ‘ ‘We 
weremarginalized,”shesays,“notpersecuted.” 

Still, it was sometimes difficult for students to deal with the 
viciousrhetoric AtTufts ,oneChristianstudentbrokedo wnweep- 
ingduringacampushearingashedescribedbeingcalledabigot 
despiteyearsofactivismf orracialreconciliationandcivilrights. 
AtRutgers,studentswerestunnedwhenevensomeoftheirfellow 
Christianstumedonthem,accusingmembersoftheMulti-Ethnic 
Christian Fellowship of being “intolerant.” At Vanderbilt, grad 
students“workingtocurecancer”(inWarren’swords)suddenly 
found themselves described as the moral equivalent of white 
supremacists .Theresult,ho wever, wasgreater studentunity and 

greaterfaith. At Vanderbilt “students stepped up,” Warren said. 
“Theydecidedtopray,[to]beunified,andtoworship.rvenever 
seenthekindofunitylsawduringthatyear.” 

ButwhiletheculturewaiicameforInterVarsity,itsstudentsand 
staff decided they would not become culture warriors . In other 


words,theywouldnotchangeorpoliticizethemissionorpurpose 
oftheorganiz ationtodefeatthethreatAsapoliticallyandracially 
diverse organization — often InterVarsity chapters are the only 
majority-minority religious organizations on campus — they 
viewedthemselvesasuniquelypositionedtoengagetheadmin- 
istrationandthewidercampus . 

“Thegoalis nottriumphbuttransformation,” Jao said. Even 
student protests against university censorship and exclusion 
embodied the s criptural command to love your enemies . At 
Vanderbilt,InterVarsitystudentsbroughtdoughnutstoanLGBT 
counter-protest.Studentsheldaprayervigilfortheschoorsboard 
of directors, praying for the members’ families and businesses, 
asking God’s blessings onthe very people who were voting to 
ratifythechancellor’sdecisiontoejectinter Varsity andalmosta 
dozenotherChristiangroups .Atanoth eruniversity,InterVarsity 
studentsattendedartexhibitsdesignedtohighlighttheproblem 
of anti-LGBT bullying, and at still another they co-hosted an 
event with LGBT leaders, trying to model the university’s 
allegeddedicationto“dialogueacrossdifferences.” 

Not surprisingly, energized students became more effective 
evangelists Duringthe20 14—1 5academicy ear JnterVarsitychap- 
teiieadersrepo rtedthatmorethan4,000studentsmadeafirst-time 
professionoffaithinChrist,a21percentincreasefromtheprevi- 
ousyearanda 1 72percentincreasefromtenyears ago. Ittums 
outthatuniversityscomhelpsChristianstudentsfindtheirvoice. 

Inmorethan20yearsoflegalpractice,includinghandlingor 
overseeinghundredsofcampuscasesandcontroversies,rveseen 
Christianstudentsris etotheoccasionagainandagain.Withmy 
own eyes I’ ve seen young college students — kids who months 
beforeneverimaginedthey’dbeatthecenterofanationalcontro- 
versy — braving physical intimidation in deliberately darkened 
hallways,barredfromenteringcampushearingroomstorespect- 
fully defend religious freedom. I’ ve seen young women endure 
rapethreatsanddeaththreatsyetdoubledownont heirfaithcom- 
mitments andcommitmenttofree speechfor all. Young students 
havebeensubjectedtoStarChamber-likeproceedingsinwhich 
furiouscampusadministratorstriedtohectorthemintodoubting 
anddenyingtheirfaith.Andstudentshavetumedoutbythehun- 
dreds,crowdingcampusbuildings,toprayfortheimniversityand 
protesttheimnjustpunishments. 

Yes , itis a shame — it has long bee n a shame — that this is the 

plightofalltoomanycampusChristiansAndyes^tisaharbinger 
oftherelativelynearfuturefortherestofVmericanChristendom, 
as campus ideologies and animosities infect the larger culture, 
including an increasingly ideological and hostile judiciary. For 
those who fear adversity, InterVarsity ’ s experience is little more 
thanacautionary tale, a warning ofjobspote ntially lostandof 

social-media shame campaigns . But for those who know their 
Christian history and understand Biblical truth, this near future 
representsanopportunitytodemonstrateameasureofcourage,an 
opportunitytopresentafaithfulcontrasttoasecularculture. 

There ’ s a say ing that ‘ ‘things will get worse before they get 
better. ’’Butinter Varsity ’sexperienceshowsthatthingscanget 
worseandgetbetter — atthesametimcAculturecangrowhos- 
tileevenasChristiansgrowmorefaithful.Theoneactionoften 
causestheother.Notonlyisthispredictable,itisBiblical.The 
ApostlePaulputitbest:“Werejoiceinoursufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, andcharacterproduceshope,andhopedoesnotput 
ustoshame.” NR 
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Athwart 


BY JAMES LILEKS 


Does This Dress Make Me Look Oppressive? 


Y wife was standing on the shore of the 
Mississippi when the paddlewheel boat 
thrashed’roundthebend.Shesawthrongs 
ofmenindarksuitsonthedeck, standing 
atthe railing , impassive . They all wore darkhats .At this 
point I had to interrupt and say, “F m sorry, but this is a 
Twilight Zone episode . You saw the ship of the dead, lost 
in time.” She said she wondered if the dark suits meant 
theywereallHasidicJewsonanouting,butno,itwasthe 
Sabbath Anyotherday,sure,you’reboundtoseeapaddle 
boatfullofguysfromtheshul cruising downthe Mighty 
Miss,buttoday? 

Thenshesawawomaninalongbroaddress,waving. 

S omethingoutofthe 1 9thcentury .Themen ’ s suitsno w 
looked lighter in the sun; a particular blue. But they 
were all the same color. The boat chugged past and 
headedsouth. 

Whenshedrovehomesheheardanexplanationonthe 
radio .At this pointihad to interrupt and say, “F m sorry, 
radiobroadcasts thattidyup looseplotthreadsonlyhap- 
penon Gilligan ly/y/anJ.” But no, really: Theradio said 
there was a convention of Civil War reenactors in town. 
Thatmusthavebeenit. 

Sowhereweretheprotests?Ah,yousay,theCivilWar 
issuewassettledafewmonthsagowheneveryoneagreed 
that the Confederate Hate Rectangle must be expunged, 
lestitsparticular arrangementof colors andshapesignite 
anotherlunatic . Well,F mnotheretodefend J ohnny Reb . 
Mygreat-grandfatherlaywoundedatGettysburgfordays 
until he remembered that he had some special white- 
privilege sal ve ; herubbed some onhis inj uries , sprang to 
hisfeet,andmarchedofftoNorthDakotatoimposepatri- 
archy all over some fallow land. But I wonder if that 
paddldboattripshouldn’tbebanned. 

Theuniforms,ofcourse,encouragereverenceformili- 
tarismandstrengthentheideathatforce solves anything. 
The boat’ s wheel disturbs the water, and hence confuses 
fish, which might swim into its blades and be chopped. 
(Note : Birds minced by wind-turbine blades are a com- 
pletelydifferentmatter;youcanthinkofthemassacrifices 
to Gaia, who smiles on our efforts to go green. ) The sol- 
diers may have been on the winning side of the Civil 
War — to use the tired old notion that anyone can really 
“win”awar — butthesightoftheBluesbringstomindthe 
thoughtoftheGrays,whofoughtforaracistcause.ABad 
Thing can trigger a negative reaction, but a Good Thing 
canbeworsebecausethenit’s,like,denyingtheexistence 
oftheBadThing. 

Andeverythingbefore 1 968isaB adThing. 

Butthere’sanotherreasonforbanningthereenactment 
boat ride. That woman. That dress. It could have been a 
hoop skirt. Lastspring, theUniversity of Georgiabanned 

Mr. Lileks hlogs at ww'w.lileks.com. 


hoopskirtsatsocialevents,andanAugustl4 Washington 
Post opinionpiecetellsuswhy: 

The Southern belle performances routinely staged on 
campuses across the South constitute choreography of 
exclusion. . . .Inhighlystylizedrenditions of femininity 
(whichdiffermarkedlyfromtheirday-to-dayroutinesand 
visage), otherwise thoroughly contemporary collegians 
demonstrate their ability to “do” white S outhern woman- 
hood: the attire, the manners, the demeanor, the shared 
referencesand,aboveall,thelineage.Suchperformances 
stun with their continued ability to consolidate privilege 
andflyundertherepresentationalradarwheremasculine 
symbolshaveallbutvanished.Discountedbutpowerful, 
thesebelleperformancesmaynotstemfromconsciousill 
intent, butthey are surely racial symbols as much as any 
nooseorflag. 

Aburninghoopskirtwouldbetheworst. 

That’s whytheboattripmy wife wasforcedtobehold 
should be banned. It didn’t just make innocent people 
thinkoftheCivilWaragainsttheirwill,itremindedthem 
ofthe 1 9thcentury and,byextension,forcedthemtocon- 
template any number of centuries . And you know what? 
They’re all bad ! They ’re just horrible ! Any sane person 
would turn away from history entirely, because it ’ s not a 
safespace,andcostumesareaterrifyingreminderofthat, 
particularlyifyou’reashriekingbundleofnerveendings 
of the type that constitutes the modern collegian. So: 
Sombrerosareout,astheyplaytostereotypesthatassume 
people in sunny places wear wide hats that shield them 
from the sun. Toga parties intertwine the phallocracy of 
ancientRomewiththe AnimalHouse rapecultureofcol- 
legelife.Theonlysafedress-upclothingwouldbeshape- 
les s gray unisex outfits , which have no historical context 
andthuscannotprovokeanythingbutoptimismandafeel- 
ing of well-being , particularly if nitrous oxide is pumped 
intothepartyroom. 

Once we have done away with clothes, we can get to 
problematic food, such as the croissant. Here’s apastry 
that was, some insist, designed to mock the symbol of 
Islam after the Christian victory at the Battle of Tours. 
Wouldwestandforabreadstickbakedtolooklikeacros s ? 

Well, sure, and we’ d dip the tips in ketchup and put 
someparsleyoracrownofthornsononeend,butthat’san 
act of protest against the theocratic culture, and also an 
awesome exercise in radically transformative semiotic 
reappropriation. Inf act, we ’resellingalotofthematthe 
campus bake sale with, like, little toothpicks for nails, 
and the proceeds go to the Awareness Project, which 
raises consciousness aboutAwareness. They’re having a 
fundraiser next week to send people to Cuba. They ’ re 
goingincostume.Comeasal 960srevolutionary IKhakis, 
pistolholster,blackboots.What’sthat,yousay?Cheshot 
gaypeople? 

Huh.Ididn’ tknowhewasaphotographer.Cool ! NR 
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BY ROB LONG 


From the Dream 
Journal of Joseph 
Biden, Vice 
President of the 
United States 

Monday, slept well. Woke 
before the alarm. Here is what I 
remember from my dream: I was 
coveredinakind of lightly scent- 
ed oil — it wasn’t baby oil, that I 
wouldhaverecognized — ^butsome 
other kind of aromatic oil — and I 
was moving through a crowd of 
peopleandtheywereallgrabbing 
at me and trying topullme down 
buttheslicknessoftheoilandmy 
natural limberness kept me from 
being entrapped and I slipped 
through them, gaining speed and 
momentum as I did, as if being 
squeezed naked through a crowd 
of people . What do kids c all this ? 

Is this a “moshpit”? Need to re 
searchthismorefully. 

Idon’trememberanyp articular 
endingtothemovement,justthe 
senseofmynakedandoiledbody 
being propelled forward by a 
largecrowd. 

Questions l)Whatkindofoil 
wasitandisitavailableeithervia 
Amazonorlocally?2)Atfirstthe 
crowds pulling at me seemed sin- 
ister but later it was clear they 
were actually giving me energy, 
pushing me forward. What does 
this mean? 3) As I ponder my 
political future, what does this 
dreammean,asregardsmynatural 
levelofcomfortwithmybody?Is 


aclothing-optionalcandidacysome 
thing worthexploring? 

Tuesday, bad sleep, tossed and 
turned. Hit snooze button three 
times. Dr. Jill Biden informed me 
thatseveraltimesduringthenighti 
sat bolt upright in bed and began 
singingaversionofTaylorSwift’s 
“B adB lood” in what sounded like 
a fake southern accent. (Note to 
self: Need to research who Taylor 
Swift is and listen to that song.) 
Whatirememberfrommy dream: 
beinginaconferenceroomlooking 
at graphs and tables and polling 
results and someone telling me, 
“Joe,thisisjusthowmuchpeople 
hateyou”andtheneveryonelaugh- 
ing and laughing and then I kept 
saying, “Wait, is that ajoke? Are 
youguyskidding?What’sthedeal 
here?”And they said, “No,no,it’s 
aj oke,peoplelovey ou,y oucanbe 
the big guy,” and then suddenly 
Barack Obama was there and he 
hadabasketballandhethrewitat 
me,butreallyaggressivelytheway 
sometimes people do, andhekept 
throwing it hard at me and it hurt 
my fingertips but I didn’t want to 
sayanything,andhekeptthrowing 
itharderandharderandharderand 
it really hurt and I could feel the 
tearswellingupinmyeyes,andhe 
said, “What’s wrong, Joe? Gonna 
cry? Gonna cry. Crybaby Joe?” 
Andthentheballhitmeintheface 
and everyone was laughing and 
suddenlylwasbeingstrangledbya 
redpantsuit. 

Questions 1 ) Do my pollsters 
laughatmebehindmyback?AmI 
getting the complete numbers I 
need to make the decisions I need 
tobemaking?2)Needtoworkon 
my basketball skills , as this dream 


highlights aninsecurity thatifeel 
during my encounters with potus , 
and it’s clearly something that 
weighsonmeandaffectsmysleep 
patterns. 3) Need to ask Dr. Jill 
Bidenaboutthepantsuit.Can’tfig- 
urethatoneout. 


WEDNESDAY,regularsleep.Woke 
with the alarm. Did not hit snooze 
button. Dr. Jill Biden reports no 
nighttime singing. What I remem- 
ber from my dream: I am in a hot 
tuborJacuzzi-likespaenvironment 
with German chancellor Angela 
Merkel and we are giving each 
other highly sensual massages 
whilediscussingtherecentnuclear 
exchange between Iran and Israel, 
whichmeansthisdreamisadream 
from the future, whichis weird, in 
whichlam POTUS,andthensudden- 
lywe’rebothinfluffyrobesandsit- 
ting inmani-pedi chairs with other 
members of NATO and we’re not 
talkingaboutthenuclearexchange 
because ithasn’thappened yet, or 
something,it’snotreally clear, but 
we’re all of us very concerned 
about what we keep calling “the 
events” andthenl’ monAirForce 
Oneand for some reason there’s a 
cake and I’m supposed to sign a 
presidential pardon for Hillary 
Clinton, who is either in jail or 
about to go to jail — it isn’t clear, 
sortofhkewhathappenedbetween 
IranandlsraelormeandAngelain 
thehottub — andl ’ mtrying to sort 
it all out when I’m suddenly so 
tired that I fall asleep in the chair, 
right as r m being interviewed by 
thelateDavidBrinkley,bothofus , 
by the way, dressed as wrestlers 
fromthel950s. 

Questions None. Self- 
explanatory. 
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The Long, 
Hot Summer 
Of ’68 

JAMES ROSEN 

I F you were an alert reader of the 

November 6, 2000 issue of N a- 
TiONAL Review, the conservative 
journal founded by William F. 
Buckley Jr. , you might have turned the 
finalpage^-efreshedfromanotherserving 
of cogent thought and elegant prose, to 
find, onthebackcover, atruly shocking 
sight: a full-page adfor Absolut vodka 
featuringacolorportrait,takenbyAnnie 
Leibovitz, of the far-left novelist and 
provocateurGoreVidal. 

How could this be ? I wondered at the 
time. Wasn’t Vidal, in the superhero ter- 
minology of my youth, WFB’s arch- 
nemesis? Hadn’t the two men clashed 
spectacularly on television, in print, and 
in the federal courts, keeping up, over 
threedecades’time,thecentury’slongest- 
running and most acrimonious literary 
feud? How could Bill Buckley possibly 
allow hismagazine tobegivenovertoa 
flattering image of that man — ^no w gray 
and paunchy, gaze averted, right index 
finger pressed eruditely to temple — as 
thoughGoreVidal,withintheprecinctsof 
National Review, were any innocuous 
figurefromtheworldofadvertising,like 
JuanValdezorCap ’ nCrunch? 

Withinafewdaysihadthechanceto 
ask Buckley myself. We were seated in 
hisEast73rdStreetmaisonette,threeFox 
News cameras surrounding us, for an 
hour-long interview granted, at my re- 
quest, to mark — not celebrate, he noted 
wearily — his 7 5th birthday. WFB , too, 
was now gray and paunchy. Buckley 
almostadecadeearlierhadawardedmea 
grant to beginresearch on abook about 
the Nixon presidency, but our contacts 
thereafterhadbeensporadic.Asaninter- 
viewer, I knew that asking William F. 

Mr. Rosen is the chief Washington correspondent of 
Fox News. 


Buckley Jr. aboutGore Vidal was some- 
thingthat was Simply Not Done and, at 
the same time, something that Simply 
HadtoBeDone.Ididn’trelishit — ^butl 

didcomeprepared. 

My opening arrived after a colloquy 
on the perils of meeting one’s heroes, 
whichhadonceledmyhosttoforgoan 
audienc e with Evelyn Waugh . ‘ 1 ’ m ter- 
ribly glad I did,” Buckley told me, 
“becauselthinkhe’ssuchamagnificent 
person/writer/presence — but really sort 
ofanuglyman.AndIthinkexperience 
tends to bear out, at least half the time , 
thatfamouspeoplearenotverypleasant 
people.” “Ithasn’tbeenmy experience 
today,”Iassuredhim.“Well,that’snice 
to hear,” he replied. WFB was foul of 
mood — quite in contras t with my previ- 
ous experiences with him and perhaps 
owingtotherecentsurgerythathadleft 
his left ear bloodied and stitched, con- 
cealed by our camera placement — but I 
plowedahead. 

Rosen: Now speaking of unpleasant 
famouspeople,Iwasunsure,Imustcon- 
fess,howIwouldgetintothefollowing 
subj ectwithy ou — 

WFB: You won't. 

Nervous laughter, followed by my 
Serious Newscaster’s voice, jokingly 
announcing the program’s abrupt end; 
butmyjokefailedtodefusethetension. 
“Idon’ttalkaboutVidal,”Buckleysaid. 
“Ikne wthatwascomingup Jcouldtell 
thewayyouframedit.”“Well,butyour 
own magazine gives the introduction 
fork ! I wasfairly stunned to see thisf 

whereupon I held aloft my copy of 
National REViEW,theLeibovitzportrait 
facingWFB. 

WFB : Well, wedon’t — wedon’tgovem 
theAbsolutvodkapublishingschedule. 

Rosen : But certainly the magazine can 
control which ads it puts on its back 
coverandwhichitdoesn ’ t,y es ? 

WFB :Theanswerisno.Wewouldnot 
deny an advertiser, not unless it was 
obscene. Are you raising the question 
ofwhetherapictureofhimisobscene 
eoipso ? 

Encouragement:WFB ’ splay fulresort 
to Latin, and his return to the themes 
thathadpervadedhistelevisedclashes 


with Vidal, seemed to hint at some 
opennesstorevisitingtheaffair.“Well,” 

I replied, aping the great de bates of 
1 96 8 , “if one characterizes his work as 
pornography, then perhaps a photo- 
graphofitscreatoris.” 

WFBlaughedcharitably,butsoondis- 
pelledmyhopes.Imentionedthatarela- 
tiveofGoreVidal’shadrecentlytoldme 
that she believed Vidal wanted, at long 
last, to reconcile with Buckley. “Would 
youbeopentothatprospect?”Iasked. 
Buckley was — for once — flummoxed. 
“I think it’s just” — a moment's hesita- 
tion — “it’s simplyinconceivableJt’sk’s 
a closed chapter.” Amirthless chuckle 
escaped his lips before WEB moved to 
terminate the subject altogether, treating 
me, in so doing, to atrademarkObscure 
Word: “There hasn’t been any propitia- 
tory impulse that I’ve discerned, andl 
haven’tlookedforit.” 


E xcept thatthechaptemeverreally 
closed. When Buckley died, in 
Eebruary 2008, at 82, Vidal — 
who had been writing openly about his 
homosexualitysincethel940sandwasa 
tirelesschampion,inandoutofihiswork, 
ofastrainofabsolutelibertinism — cele- 

brated with what Gawker. com c ailed “a 
happy little jig upon William E. Buck 
ley ’ s grave . ” In what mu st rank among 
the most bilious obituaries ever pub- 
lished, Vidal falsely asserted that WEB 
“was often drunk and out of control,” 
insinuated thathewasaclosetedhomo- 
sexual(“ahystericalqueen”),andlabeled 
him“dishonorable. . .aspontaneousliar 
onanysubjectthathisdizzybrainmight 
extrude.” “RIP WEB —in hell,” Vidal 
signed off — but not before assailing 
WEB’s grieving child, the novelist 
Christopher Buckley, as “creepy” and 
“brain-dead.” 

After Vidal died, in July 2012, at 
86 — ^he had been bom the monthbefore 
WEB — the darkest corners of the con- 
tretempswerethrownopentotheharshest 
light. Chronicling adispute over Vidal’s 
estate, the NewYorkTimes reported that 
Vidal’s nephew, filmmaker Burr Steers, 
believedVidalwas“terrified”thatBuck 
ley possessed “evidence” that Vidal had 
had sexualrelations with underage men. 
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“IknowBuckleyhadafileonhimthat 
Gore feared,” Steers said. The paper 
also quoted Vidal’s half-sister, Nina 
Straight — whohadloanedVidal$ 1 mil- 
lion to prosecute the lawsuits with 
Buckley, never repaid — as saying that 
the conduct in question was akin to 
“JerrySanduskyacts.” 

Around that same time, Christopher 
Buckleyreportedhavingexcavatedfrom 
WFB ’s disarrayed study a filing cabinet 
“bursting to the seams” and labeled 
“Vidal Legal.” “Into the dumpster it 
went,” Christopher wrote in The New 
/?6’;7wZ?//c,“andIstil]rememberthesighof 
reliefuponheavingitin.” 

N ow fromMagnoliaPicturescomes 
the breezy 8 8-minute documen- 
tary Best of Enemies .Utiizing 
archival film, still phot ographs , contem- 
poraneousnewsclipsandouttakes,origi- 
na]interviews,andofcoursefootagefrom 
theteleviseddebatesthatrockedAmerica, 
filmmakers Robert Gordon and Morgan 
Neville neatly capture the characters 
and controversy these literati somewhat 
improbably embodied. While this is a 
thoroughly modem documentary — beau- 
tifully framed and stylishly edited, with 
an amusing scoreevoking the insidio us 

beeping-and-humming sounds of the 
Clockwork Orange era — it deftly cata- 
pults the viewer back in time, to the 
tumultuous 1960s: the passions and 
polemics that surrounded LB J, Nixon, 
Vietnam, political assassinations, race 
riots, and the counterculture, a period 
when the Republic herself seemed to be 
comingundone. 

Amidallthat,intheriotoussummerof 
1968 and with little left to lose in their 
hapless pu rsuit of Walter Cronkite at 
CBS News and Huntley-Brinkley at 
NBC News, the suits at ABC News 
signedBuckley and Vidal — for $10,000 
each(about$70,000today) — toserveas 
commentators at the Republican and 
Democratic conventions. Competitors 
denouncedAB C ’ sgimmickry . 

The concerned party who took the 
enterprise most seriously was Vidal. 
Buckleymistakenlyapproachedtheses- 
sionsasanotherinthelongline ofpub- 
lic debates hehadalreadyconductedon 
the national stage, with the likes of 
NormanMailerandJamesBaldwin,the 
kind ofeventfor which WFB reckoned 
he could j us t show up , after a week of 


yachting, and do his thing .Vidal, by 
contrast, prepared like an assassin. He 
hired a researcher, typed and practiced 
his zingers, dressed for success, and 
silently resolved to respect none of the 
formal rules of debate that constrained 
hisopponent. 

Compoundingmatterswastheexceed- 
inglymodestviewtakenbyABCanchor- 
manHowardK. Smithoftheroleofthe 
moderator. The combatan ts’ isolation 
from Responsible Authority was pro- 
nounced, with WFB and Vidal seated 
beside each other at the opposite end of 
the studio from Smith, before a cheap 
backdrop, separated only by a coffee 
table.Theyweremostlyallowedtogoat 
each other without interruption, absent 
theorganizingorrestraininginfluenceof 
askillfulmoderator. 

Naturally, things devolved swiftly. 
The shattering moment for w hich 
Buckley-Vidal is chiefly remembered 
actuallycameinthe ninth oftentelevised 
debates the two menheld across the ’ 68 
conventions. Best of Enemies helpfully 
draws on almost all of them, vividly 
exposing the dynamics on display for 
most ofthisMid-CenturyModemversion 
of Lincoln-Douglas. Even as the film 
declares Vidal the winner, we are con- 
fronted with ample evidence of his 
underhandedness as adeba ter and, cor- 
respondingly, with the recurring and 
highlyunusualsightofWFBatsea,asit 
were — ^knockedoffhisstridebyanoppo- 
nent who reveled in playing dirty. 
Gamely, if naively, Buckley struggled to 
impose on the unwieldy exchanges, in 
the face of Howard K. Smith’s abdica- 
tion,thekindof‘proper”debatestructure 
under which WFB was used to compet- 
ing — ^retumingthediscussionstothecon- 
ventions, systematically deconstructing 
Vidal’s rhetoric — until finally Buckley 
succumbed, in anger, to provocations as 
viciousanddirectasthoseoutsidethestu- 
dios ,onthestreetsofly[iamiandChicago . 

Thuswesee Vidal as thefirsttointer- 
mpthisopponent,thefirsttopersonalize 
theexchanges(“yourkindofoddneuro- 
sis”),andthefirsttodenytheotherfellow 
his very right to exist: He opened b y 
describing Republicans as “a political 
partybasedalmostentirelyuponhuman 
greed.” WFB immediately returned the 
favor, saying: “It seems to me that the 
author of Myra Breckinridge [Vidal’s 
bestselling 1968 novel about a trans- 
sexual]iswellacquaintedwiththeimper- 


atives of human greed.” By the second 
debate, Vidal’ s disrespect for the rules 
awakened even the sleepy Smith: “Let 
Mr.Buckleyfinishh issentence.” 

WhenVidalbeganaquotefromoneof 
Buckley ’ s columnsbuthuffilyrefusedto 
utterthewordsN ational REViEW,Buck 
ley grinned: “We know that you’d like 
nothingtosullyyourlips.”Vidalchortled 
andshotbacklustily : “ You ’ Ileatitfirst.” 
After Vidal again spoke of “your rather 
bloodthirsty neurosis,” WFB diagnosed 
Vidal’s “spiritual world of stagnation,” 
thengavevoicetotheirresolub leproblem 
the conservative faced in engaging a 
world-class provocateur who proudly 
impugned not just the Republican party 
buttheUnitedStates.“Mr.Vidal,Ihave 
no doubt that there is somebody in 
Haight- Ashbury or Greenwich Village 
who considers that your caricature is 
fetching. I don’t,” Buckley said. “I was 
invited here, and am prepared, to try to 
talkabouttheRepublicanconventionBut 
Imaintainth atit’ s very difficulttodo so 
whenyouhave somebody like this, who 
willspeakinsuchburps.And helikesto 
benaughty .” 

Thefilm’sclimax,ofcourse,isthetwo 
men’s epic 22-minute confrontation on 
the night of August 28, 1968. The net- 
workshadjustcarriedlivecoverageofa 
full-on police riot, nightsticks flying, 
against anti-war demonstrators in the 
streets and parklands of Chicago. The 
sickening scenes left both commentators 
visibly angry andeager to take it out on 
each other. Vidal likened Chicago to the 
SovietUnion,promptingBuckleytocau- 
tion Vidal — and ABC News — against 
drawing from the “individual anddespi- 
cableacts”ofsomepolicemenacasethat 
there was “implicittotalitarianisminthe 
Americansystem.” 

By choosing in this heated moment 
to defend America, her president, and 
theChica gopoliceforce,WFBwas,in 
rhetoricalterms,doingsomethingquite 
noble: putting country ahead of cause. 
Afterall,thepoliticalvillainsofChicago, 
Lyndon Johnson and Mayor Richard 
Daley, were both machine Democrats, 
andBuckleycouldhavesettledsimplyfor 
scoringpointsagainsttheopposingparty; 
butasamovementconservative,hewas 
more dedicated to the bedrock principle 
of law and order, and h e was a patriot 

whereVidalwasanexpatriate. 

Belying all that, however, was Buck 
ley ’s fiercer tone and facial expression 
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thanintheprevious sessions : Anger was 
visiblyconsuminghim.Belowismytran- 
scription of the critical exchange, as it 
appears in the slightly edited form in 
which BestofEnemies presentedit: 

WFB : If wecouldall workup unequal 
sweat, and if you all wouldbe obliging 
enough to have your cameras handy 
every time a politician commits dema- 
gogy, oieverytimealabomnionbeatsup 
peoplewhorefusetoj oinhisunions,then 
maybe we could workup some kind of 
impartialityinresentment. 

Vidal: These people [the protesters] 
cameherewithnodesireotherthanany- 
body ’ s ever been able to prove than to 
holdpeacefuldemonstrations . 

WFB:Icanproveit.Icanproveit.Iwas 
fourteen windows above that gang last 
night, and the cha nt between eleven 
o’ clock and five o ’ clock this morning, 
fromfourorfivethousandvoices,was 
sheer, utter obscenities directed at the 
presidentoftheUnitedStates.Isayitis 
remarkable that there was as much re 
straint shown as was shown, for in 
stance, lastnightbycopswhowereout 
there for seventeen hours without 
inflicting a single wound on a single 
person, even though that kind of dis- 
gustingstuffwasbeingthrownatthem, 
andatalloh\mericansociety 

Here something jolted Smith, the 
anchorman — oneofthefamous‘ ‘Murro w 


Boys” who had covered Nazi Germany 
and personally interviewed Hitler — into 
action “Mr.Vidal,wasn’titaprovocative 
acttotrytoraisetheVietCongflaginthe 
park, in the film we just saw?” Smith 
asked.“RaisingaNaziflaginWorldWar 
Ilwouldhavehadsimilarconsequences ” 
Smith’sinterventionpleasedWFB — he 
can be seen responding and smiling 
appreciativelyatSmith,asiftosay“You 
getit ! ” butVidaldrownsoutWFB Jtwas 
this intervention, however, that intro- 
ducedtheterm“Nazi”intothisclimactic 
debate and thereby sent it hurtling into 
depravity — andimmortality. 

Vidal: People in theUnitedStates who 
happentobelievethatUnitedStatespol- 
icy is wrong in Vietnam and the Viet 
Cong are correctin wanting to organize 
theircountryintheirownwaypolitically. 

If it is a novelty in Chi cago, that is too 

bad ! But I assume that the point of the 
Americandemocracyisyoucanexpress 
anypointofviewyouwantto — 

WFB : Andsomepeople werepro-Nazi, 
too . Somepeoplewerepro-N azi — 

ViDAL:Shutupaminute ! 

WFB: No, I won’t! Some people were 
pro-Nazi, and the answer is that they 
were — theywerewelltreatedbypeople 
whoostracizedthem And!’ mforostra- 
cizingpeoplewhoeggonotherpeopleto 
shoot American Marines and American 
soldiers.Iknowyoudon’tcare, because 


you don’t have any sense of identifica- 
tion[crosstalk] — 

Vidal: As far as I’m concerned, the 
only sort of pro- or crypto-N azi lean 
thinkof isyourself . F ailingthat, I will 
onlysaythatifwecan’thavetheright 
of assembly — 

SMiTH:Let’s, let’s, let’snotcallnames — 

WFB: Now listen, you queer — stop 
calling me a crypto-Nazi or F 11 sock 
you in your goddamn face and you ’ 11 
stayplastered! 

SMiTH:Let’ s,let’ sstopcallingnamesand 
let’ sget — gentlemen, let’ s — 

ViDAL:Oh,BilL 

WFB : Let the author of Myra Brechin 
ridge go back to his pornography and 
stop making any allusions of Nazism to 
somebodywhowasintheinfantryinthe 
lastwar — 

SMiTH:Ibegyouto — 

Vidal: Youwerenotintheinfantry,asa 
matteroffact — [crosstalk] 

As a matteroffact , WFB served as a 
second lieutenant in the U.S . Army in 
WorldWarll, butdidnotserveo verseas . 

Unquestionably, the Buckley- Vidal 
confrontation shocked America; never 
before had 1 0 million people witnes sed 
anything like it on live TV. A decade 
later, NewYork magazinewouldrankthe 
debates as one of the greatest moments 
inthehistoryoftelevisiontodate,right 
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up there with the moon landing and the 
Beatles on TheEdSullivanShow . In Best 
of Enemies, Linda Bridges, a longtime 
National Review editor and Buckley 
confidant, recalls how her boss was 
“shaken that he had reacted that way” to 
Vidal’s provocations. Reid Buckley, 
Bill’s brother, aptly notes that in the gen- 
eration after V-E Day, being called a 
Nazi was no less a “slur” than being 
called a “queer.” 

Dueling essays by Buckley and Vidal in 
Esquire ensued, in the summer of 1969, 
followed by Buckley’s defamation suit 
and Vidal’s counter-suit; but it was all for 
naught. The lawsuits ended inconclusive- 
ly, and history recorded the affair, and con- 
tinues to do so here, exactly as Buckley 
feared: The famously urbane wit and 
champion debater, conservative upholder 
of order no less than law, lost his temper 


with the same discourse we have today 
had Buckley and Vidal never met. 

So we needed a good documentary 
about Buckley and Vidal — far more than 
the tepid relationship between WEB and 
Norman Mailer, who appears in Bestof 
Enemies from time to time, warranted 
the recent book published on that sub- 
ject — and the filmmakers deserve credit 
for recognizing as much. They probably 
believe they strove for true fairness and 
balance, interviewing partisans of both 
combatants, portraying both men as 
equally haunted by the great events of 
1968. But the final product suffers the 
very biases, unstated yet unmistakable, 
against which WEB aimed from the 
beginning to stand athwart history, 
yelling stop. 

Cases in point: Gordon and Neville 
endorse the false notion that Richard 


The Jack Paar Tonight Show that wit- 
nessed elaborate misrepresentations of 
WEB’s positions — a fact the viewers of 
this film couldn’t know because, oddly, 
the director used only silent footage of 
Vidal and Buckley appearing on Paar’s 
set. Two years later, WEB had an un- 
pleasant exchange with Vidal during a 
joint TV appearance at the GOP conven- 
tion in San Erancisco (Vidal admittedly 
“egged him on”). 

By 1968, when ABC News asked 
Buckley whether there was anyone 
alongside whom he would not appear, 
he specified only one name: Gore 
Vidal. Buckley later claimed that ABC 
announced the toxic pairing without 
informing him in advance. Yet WEB was 
a man of means for whom $10,000, even 
then, didn’t amount to all that much 
money, and he could easily have with- 


BestofEnemiessufkrs the very biases, unstated yet 
unmistakable, against which WEB aimed from the 
beginning to stand athwart history, yelling stop. 


and committed the unpardonable sin, in 
the McLuhan age, of exhibiting hotness in 
a cool medium. WEB had, in short, 
allowed Vidal to ensconce himself, as the 
latter’s friend and editor Matt Tyrnauer 
notes here, “under Bill Buckley’s skin.” 

The film closes with all kinds of theo- 
rizing — that WEB may really have been 
the “hysterical queen” Vidal made him 
out to be, that the Buckley-Vidal clash 
ushered in the politics and discourse we 
have today in America and on cable 
news, respectively. The former (cracked) 
theory is dispelled convincingly by inti- 
mates of WEB; the latter, illustrated 
here with distorted images of Bill 
O’Reilly and Rachel Maddow, has be- 
come accepted lore in the history of tele- 
vision and the news media. 

Certainly, programmers outside ABC 
took note of the riveting tension, and 
improved ratings, generated by 
Buckley-Vidal; and it is unquestionably 
true that the frequency with which TV 
debating partners came nearly to blows 
rose sharply in the decades that followed, 
to the point where no one much noticed it 
any more. By the same token, it hardly 
requires wholesale embrace of the con- 
cept of historical inevitability to imagine 
that we would probably have wound up 


Nixon’s winning campaign theme of 
1968, “law and order,” a logical reaction 
to the escalating disorders of the ’60s, 
was nothing more than thinly disguised 
race-baiting. And beneath an inter- 
viewee’s description of debating as “blood 
sport,” we see only the image of Buckley, 
even though Best of Enemies painstak- 
ingly exposes Vidal as the more unre- 
strained, unprincipled combatant. Some 
insight into the filmmakers’ early con- 
ception of the project, a telling clue as to 
which of the two debaters they regarded 
as preeminent, may be gleaned from an 
outtake that was included in the final 
cut — a device employed throughout, pre- 
sumably for aesthetic reasons — in which 
a pair of anonymous hands can be seen 
clapping one of those striped Hollywood 
director’s boxes in front of the face of an 
interviewee (left-wing historian Todd 
Gitlin). Scrawled on the box in black 
Sharpie, in the space reserved for the 
title, was “Vidal v. Buckley.” 


O NE mystery not addressed is why 
WEB went forward with the pro- 
grams at all. He’d had previous 
nasty run-ins with Vidal. The first came 
in 1962, via sequential appearances on 


drawn upon learning of Vidal’s involve- 
ment, citing breach of understanding 
by ABC. Perhaps Buckley feared the 
appearance of ducking Vidal, or perhaps 
deep down he relished the opportunity to 
defenestrate his nemesis on nationwide 
television. It was a question I didn’t get 
to ask Buckley in our interview. 

Howard K. Smith was the first to 
sum up the great clash, after he finally 
reasserted control over the proceed- 
ings — he lamented the heat shed 
instead of light, but still proclaimed 
the debates “worth hearing.” Esquire 
editor Harold Hayes, who had solicited 
the dueling and litigious essays by both 
men that appeared in his magazine’s 
pages, wrote in a 1970 anthology titled 
“Smiling through the Apocalypse” that 
the duel provided “as appropriate a 
conclusion to the Sixties as any other.” 
In the Buckley-Vidal confrontation, 
Hayes saw distilled “the bitterness, 
jealousy, ambition, and despair of two 
of our most eloquent sensibilities — the 
character of America’s collective con- 
fusion.” WEB himself aimed lower, 
but manfully did not excuse himself 
from his own verdict, rendered in 
Esquire: “Excessive bitchery can get 
out of hand.” NR 
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Strategic Failure: How President Ohamas Drone 
Wcufare^ Defense Cuts, and Military Amateurism 
Have Imperiled America, by Mark Moyar 
(Threshold, 400 pp., $28) 

I N a country in which fewer and 
fewer people serve in an ever- 
shrinking all- volunteer military, 
itcanbedifficulttomakeacom- 
prehensive case to the civilian public 
abouttheweaknessofourmilitarypos- 
ture and ambitions — especially if it is 
the author’s word against that of the 
commander-in-chief and his inevitably 
(largely)cooperativemilitary hierarchy. 

‘ Isthemilitarydoingokay ?Idunno ,the 
presidentsaysso.Andcanthatguygive 
aspeech...” 

Sigh.AtleastAmericancitizenslearn 
enough about foreign affairs in college 
tojudgeforthemselves ,y es ?WelL..no . 
Intheacademy,theteachingofstrategy 
todaymorelikelyrevolvesaroundtrans- 
gender approaches to income inequality 
inemergingeconomies(seriously,justgo 
to any academic international-relations 
conference) than around such topics as 
theimportanceofseapowerintheglobal 
balance. All told, it has become less 
and less obvious to the voting public 
whether America is doing well in the 
internationalarena. 

In 1 999, after five years of draconian 
budgetcutstothemilitaryandaClinton 
ian strategy of chasing things on the 
strategic periphery of America’s inter- 
ests , I wrote acover story for N ational 

Review aboutmilitary(un)readiness.The 
story gainedsometractionwithpolitical 


leaders . Others were sounding the alarm 
bell, too, butitwashardto get attention 
in the era of dot-coms and Seinfeld. In 
2000,though,theRepubicanconvention 
featured an entire night on national 
securitythatincludedDesertStormcom- 
mander General Norman Schwarzkopf 
speaking from abattleship, surrounded 
by veterans and wamingofmilitary and 
strategic weakness. The Republicans 
were by now clearly conscious of the 
needtostressdefenseissuesafteranera 
ofneglect. 

Nonethelessdt’snotclearthatnational- 
security issues made a decisive differ- 
enceinthe2000election.Voterslikedthe 
idea of the peace dividend that Clinton 
promised. That peace dividends have 
neverdeliveredpeace,butratherhavea 
1 00 percent track record of delivering 
readinesscrises,doesn’tgetmuchatten- 
tion until the readiness crisis arrives. 
Until then (and it is always until) , it is 
your facts against the president’s, your 
opinion against your neighbor’s — all 
holding up a liquid measuring stick to 
America’sglobalstanding. 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan usefully 
remindedusthateveryoneisentitledto 
his own opinion, but not to his own 
facts. Thankfully for the current Re- 
publicanpresidentialcandidates(allof 
whom are short on national-security 
decision-making experience, even if 
theirinstinctsaresound) ,MarkMoy ar ’ s 
new book provides a compendium of 
the national- security facts and a ratio- 
nal, if pointed, analysis of how those 
facts add up to a picture of American 
strategicdecline. 

Youcanargueaboutafuturethathas 
not yet happened — for instance, about 
whetherlranwillstoptryingtodestabi- 
lize the Middle East after Obama’s 
nuclear deal (it won’ t, natch) — ^butyou 
cannot, after reviewing the facts in 
Moyar’sbook,denythatthispresident’s 
strategyhaslefttheUnitedStatesandits 
friends comprehensively weaker across 
the globe on a dozen maj or national- 
securityfronts. 

President Obama dined out interna- 
tionallyformuchof2009onthelinethat 
GeorgeW.Bushhad‘1oweredAmerica’s 
standing in the world” with his overly 
aggressive and unilateral foreign policy. 
That was a common perception, to be 
sure, but it was commonmostly among 
our smarmier Europeanfriends . Obama 
wasmeasuringAmerica’s“standing”by 


focusing on the opinions of those who 
exulted in the idea that a leftist U.S . 
presidentwouldknocktheU.S . downa 
pegortwo. 

Moyar ’sbookdoesustheserviceof 
showing us how real U.S. standing in 
the world has fallen — not in the per- 
ceptionofabiasedsectorofeliteleft- 
ism, but in concrete strategic terms. 
With startling speed over the past six 
years, allies have been abandoned, 
strategic gains have been reversed, 
aggression has been invited, pro voca- 
tions havebeenignored, U.S. military 
capabilities have been denuded, and 
intelligence assets have been aban- 
doned. Andtheseareonlysomeofthe 
strategic sins thatthe Ob amateamhas 
committedsince2009. 

Theworldweareleftwithnow,after 
thischronicstrategiemismanagement, 
is decidedly less stable, less peaceful, 
andlessfriendlytoAmericaninterests 
than it was in 2009 . The Sunni-Shiite 
conflict in Iraq, tamed by America’s 
troop surgein2007-08 , is far deadlier 
nowbyanymeasure.Thesituationhas 
not only worsened in an Iraq hastily 
abandoned to fulfill Obama’s cam- 
paign pledge; it has also metastasized 
into Syria and Yemen. ISIS is one re 
suit of this strategic neglect: We and 
our allies now have to worry not just 
about terrorist cells in the region but 
alsoaboutasavageterroriststateatthe 
heartofMesopotamia.Anemboldened 
Iran (now super-emboldened with a 
nucleardealthatrewardsitsbadbehav- 
ior) further destabilizes the region by 
exportingitsversionoflslamicrevolu- 
tion via proxies in Lebanon, Gaza, 
Yemen,andlraq. 

Rus sia controls athird of Ukraine by 
meansofdirectandindirectaggression, 
ChinafortifiestheSpratlylslandstocon- 
troltheSouthChinaSea(throughwhich 
passesalmosthalftheworld’smerchant 
tonnage), and Afghanistan (where we 
fought the “good war” — remember?) 
backslides into chaos as America tem- 
porizes . Europe has become amilitary 
museumincapableofseriousactionout- 
sideitscontinent(andinit,too,onesus- 
pects — orcertainlyRussiasuspects). 

“Leading from behind” turns out not 
to inspire allies to pickup the slack (or 
even be allies, for that matter) . Eunny 
how U.S. strength and determination 
duringtheperiodofour“loweredstand- 
ing”prompted40othercountriestocon- 
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tribute troops in support of military 
operationsinIraqadecadeago(anaddi- 
tional 30-plus j oined the global war on 
terrorism) . The kinder, gentler America 
of 20 1 5 has fewer countries helping in 
the good warinAfghanistanthanBush 
hadduringthebadwarinIraq.Lowered 
standing, vocal disavowal of American 
exceptionalism and abandonment of 
American leadership, and dramatically 
reducedmeanshaveawayofiiotattract- 
ingfollowers. 

That’salldatedKissingeriangeopo- 
litical thinking, a defender of Obama 
mightreply. Thisadministrationkilled 
bin Laden and has kept America safe 
from terrorism. Moyar takes on this 
short-sighted attitude and exposes the 
falsity of the administration’s claim 
thatits light-f ootprint approach to for- 
eign policy and counterterrorism is a 
realisticwayofkeepingAmericasafe. 


The Obama team hoped to beat mili- 
tantlslamistsonthecheap — frantically 
disengaging from Mideast war zones 
and trying to manage strategy via 
drone strikes . This resulted in the rise 
of ISIS, among other bad outcomes. 
Our human-intelligence capabilities 
(once staffed on the front lines in 
Yemen, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Paki- 
stanbyhugemulti-agencyintelligence 
operations) are shut down, much re- 
duced, or seriously handicapped. The 
administration is so frozen by its cm 
barr as sment about Guantanamo that it 
declinestocaptureandquestionterror- 
ists and has no effective policy or 
accepted body of law for treating de 
tainees. Therefore, we kill terrorists 
with drones when we can (although, 
Moyar points out, 90percent of those 
drone-kiH“successes”havebeenlow- 
levelTalibanfighters)andcrow about 



Text 


ORPHAN 

What was I looking for in that room 
Crowded with old books, shelves so full, 

It seemed they could not hold another title. 
Except where in places a weary volume 
Leaned upon its neighbors crooked spine? 
Some dimly remembered novel or poem 
I once read and loved, or dreamed of ? 

Either a real book or the book of dreams 
A friend once advised me to record: 

Write upon waking, the dreams will come 
If you wait and listen, word for word. 

And night and day must be reconciled 
Like mother and father, parent and child. 
Brother and sister, lovers who have quarreled. 

Although I never did as I was told, 

I have met the morning every day I could. 
Shaken the darkness, come to the table. 

Truly grateful for what fare was offered. 

Bran or manna, ambrosia or bread, 

A sentence, a tragedy, or a kind word. 

And now, almost sixty and an orphan — 

As nature would have it — I am the age 
My father was when he died. Every day 
Seems to me it might be the final one. 

Pressed for time to make peace with the past, 

I look for a book so broad-backed and strong 
That it will stand up on the shelf alone. 

-DANIEL MARK EPSTEIN 


it. We gain no intelligence, and make 
newenemiesintheprocess. 

The president has a coherent grand 
strategyiHebelievesintheinevitability 
ofAmericandecline,hewelcomesitas 
amoralnecessityfortheworld,andhe 
therefore tries to accelerate this de- 
cline. Moyar points out the geopoliti- 
calcostofthisattitude,andalsodetails 
how it has manifested itself in the 
material decline of American military 
capability. Con/entional forces have 
been slashed and nuclear stockpiles 
willfully neglected, technology has 
been forgone (the U.S. now cannot 
launchaheavysatelliteintospacewith 
outaRussianrocketengine) ,andmorale 
hasdecreased.Themostd^ressingand 
damning chapters give blow-by-blow 
accounts of the rank amateurism and 
politicalmaneuveringofObama’sWhite 
House — facts brought forth to us in 
memoirs by two of Obama’s secre- 
taries of defense, among others, but 
painfultoseeagain. 

Like many conservatives, I am 
thrillingtothebreadthanddepthofthe 
field of GOP presidential candidates 
(no,notyou,Mr.Trump).Almostany 
of them would be better — by miles — 
than Obama, as a strategist and a 
commander-in-chief. Even so, while 
they all make sounds about restoring 
Amerc an strength on the world stage , 
none has really embraced a compre- 
hensive and coherent strategy of re- 
engagement abroad — a strategy that 
wouldincludeinflictingacatastrophic 
military defeat on ISIS , confronting 
Iranian, Russian, and Chinese aggres- 
sion,andrebuildingU.S.militarycapa 
bilities. Among the candidates, there 
are more than a few intelligent hawks 
who believe in American power and 
exceptionalism — no doubt. But they 
seem to feel abittrappedbythe2008 
electoralbacklashagainstBush’sover- 
investment in the Middle East, and, 
while they are willing to commit to 
admirable sentiments about Amercan 
power, they have not internalized the 
truth that they may have to sell hard 
and potentially costly policies. It re- 
mains to be seen whether they have 
thepolicyandstrategyideas, passion, 
and argumentative skill to commit 
America to a “surge” of sorts on the 
geq)oliticallandscape. 

Moyar has a blueprint for them, if 
theywantit. NR 
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Text 


Rewriting 

Beethoven 

JAY NORDLINGER 

Salzburg 

I t’ s really hot here, as everyone 
keeps pointing out. The weather 
maybethemostboringsubj ectin 
the world, but sometimes you 
can’tavoiditAlocalladytoldme,“This 
is the hottest summer we ’ ve had in 200 
years” — that would be about 25 years 
after Mozart, who was born and raised 
here , but during the life of B eetho ven, 
forexample. 

Eveninthebestoftimes,thecoolest 
of times, the halls are hot at the Salz 
burg Festival. The Grosser Saal of the 
Mozarteum,Ilongagonicknamedthe 
“Grosser Sauna.” In all the halls this 
summer, patrons are sweating buck- 
ets, soaking their finery. Ladies beat 
fans determinedly . 

Europeans like to knock air condi- 
tioning as a weir dAmeric an vie e , but a 
summer like this , in venues like these. 


can make you appreciate that vice as 
neverbefore. 

Enough of complaining about the 
weather, onto complaining about the 
opera productions. This season, Salz 
burg is staging Fidelia, Beethoven’s 
lone opera. He sweated over this piece 
as he did no other. He wrote no fewer 
thanfouroverturesforit,tryingtogetit 
right. He got the overture right, and 
e verythingelsetoo . 

Fidelia is,amongotherthings,oneof 
the greatestpaeans to political freedom 
inallofart.Itisalsooneofthegreatest 
paeanstolove,and,specifically,tomar- 
itallove. 

Leonoreappliestoworkin^rison/or 
shesuspectsthatherhusband,Florestan, 
isbeingkeptthere.Whichtumsouttobe 
true. Florestan is a political prisoner of 
the corrupt, evil Pizarro. Leonore dis- 
guises herself as ayoung man and calls 
herself “Fidelio” (meaning the faithful 
one). At the last minute, Florestan is 
saved, Pizarro is vanquished, and hus- 
band and wife are reunited. Beethoven 
pours forth the white of C major. He 
bathesthestage,theear,andtheheartin 
light. Seldom is music so jubilant and 
affirmative. Fidelia is a work that ex- 
pressesBeethoven’shighestideals. 


S alzburg ’ s new production is at vari- 
ancewithit.lhatetostartanoperareview 
with the production, and almost never 
do — foraproductionhogsenoughatten- 
tion as it is . Marilyn Horne (the great 
American mezzo-soprano) once said to 
me, “Critics spend the firsttwo-thirds of 
theirreviewontheproduction,andmen- 
tionthesingersattheend.”Butifapro- 
duction takes over an opera, it probably 
hastotakeoveryourreview,too. 

AndImightpointouttoMissHome,in 

self-defense,thatlbeganthisreviewwith 

theweather... 

For Fidelia, Salzburg engaged Claus 
Guth, aGermanstagedirector.Hehas a 
longhistoryhere.Deploringhisproduc- 
tion of Mozart’s Marriage afFigara in 
2006, 1 wrote, “Salzburg has taught me 
something I never knew : that you can 
completely alter the story of an opera 
without changing a word of the libret- 
to — simply by havingthe characters act 
in unprescribed and novel ways.” I 
added, “If stage directors really wantto 
create new operas, they should write 
theirown.Theirobsessionwithpainting 
mustaches onMonaLisasisbothchild- 
ishandreprehensible.” 

Ididsomemoreharrumphingin2008 , 
ontheoccasionofanotherGuthproduc- 


Jonas Kaufmann as Florestan in Salzburg’s new production of Beethoven s Fidelio 
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tion of another Mozart opera, Don Gio 

vanni : “The point is, the production and 
the opera don’tmatch. The director has 
wrenchedtheoperaawayfromthecom- 
poserandlibrettist.” 

More harrumphing followed in later 
years Andno w(atlast)tothecurrentfes- 
tival,andtheGuth Fidelio. 

Idonotdeploreitwholesale.Guthand 
his team do interesting things with light 
and shadow. The production is noirish. 
The director eliminates B eetho ven’ s dia- 
logue,whichismaybenotsobad — ^bulhe 
replacesitwithlong,silentpauses,which 
are meant to be dramatic . Instead, they 
stick out like sore thumbs, stopping the 
opera (on which B eetho ven worked so 
hard,togetright). 

These pauses are not entirely silent 
either, for Guth employs big, amplified, 
spooky noises, which are fashionable in 
opera productions now. At one point, 
thereisaloudpiercingnoise,andIswear 
that, at first, I thought ahearing aidhad 
gonehaywire,asoftenhappensinconcert 
hallsandoperahouses(whereseniorciti- 
zensarenumerous) . 

Leonore has a doppelganger, dressed 
like her, who is constantly flashing her 
handsinwhatappearstobesignlanguage. 

Why ?Idon’ tknow, and, frankly,Idon’t 
muchcareIcoul(%)robablycrackop enmy 
program,toseewhatthedirectororsome- 
oneelsehastosay.ButF mtoostubbom 
todothat: Ithinkthattheater ’smeaning 
shouldbefairlyplainfromthestage.Ido 
not think aplay or opera should require 
Cliffs Notes — and this goes double or 
tripleforacanonicalworklike Fidelio. 

When Florestan is saved, he and 
Leonore do not reunite and exult, as 
B eetho venconceives . They do whatthe 
director conceives. Evidently mad, 
Florestan recoils from Leonore. She 
sings, “Oh, what boundless happiness! 

My husband in my arms!” He sings, 
“Leonore in my arms ! After untold sor- 
rows , whatsurpas singj oy ! ’’Butare they 
ineachother ’ sarms ?Ofcoursenot.That 
wouldbe“toomuchlikeright,”asanold 
southemfriendofminewouldsay.They 
are apart, with Leonore looking on in 
confusionandfear. 

Inthefinal scene,Florestanapparently 
rejectsLeonore,probablyoutofmadness 
rather than conscious choice. He then 
appears to die. This is not Fidelio. It is 

someotherstoryAnditflatlycontradicts 
the music and the libretto. In fact, it 
negatesthesethings,killsthem. 
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Reflecting on his field, architecture, 
Frank Lloyd Wright said, “A building 
oughttobeagracetoitsenvironment,not 
adisgrace.”Sdtiswithoper^roductions. 

Enough of the production, for now — 
ontothemusic-makers . Conductingthis 
affair is Franz Welser-Most, who is 
almostalocalboy iHewasbominLinz, 
about 80 miles to the northeast. For the 
past 1 4 years , he has been th e music 

directorinCleveland.Hewasalso,until 
recently,themusicdirectoroftheVienna 
State Opera. Speaking of which, the 
ViennaPhilharmonicOrchestraservesin 
thepitfor Fidelio. 

OnthenightIattended,neitherWelser- 
MostnortheVPOhadaparticularlygood 
overture.Themusicwasdryandscrappy, 
anditachievednothinglikeitsemotional 
impact.Nearthebeginning,thehomsdid 
some stumblin g, which is rare for the 
VPO .Italmostmademehomesickforthe 
NewYorkPhilharmonic . 

Welser-Most did not improve as ActI 
proceeded.T heorchestrawasheavy,and 
loud, too, covering up the singers. The 
quartet (“Mir ist so wunderbar”) was 
earthbound, missing its sublimity. The 
marchtowhichPizarroandhiscrewenter 
was hurried, missing its pomp, swagger, 
and menace. Many onsets were faulty, 
whichis,a gain,rarefortheVPO. 

YetWelser-Mostwasneverlessthan 
adequate, and he had abig moment in 
Actll.SodidBeethoven.Theorchestra 
played another of those four over- 
tures — the one known as Leonore No. 
3 — asusedtobedonewithsomeregu- 
larity in Fidelio, but which is almost 
never done today. Here, Welser-Most 
conducted his heart out, and the VPO 
played in like manner. They brought 
thehousedown. 

The 1 ast pages of the opera, sad to 
say, did not shine, bathe, and uplift as 
they should. They were fast, hard, and 
undifferentiated.ButIcouldappreciate 
Welser-Most’ s energy, andit cros sedmy 
mindthathewastryingtomakeupfor,or 
distractfrom,thetravestyonthestage. 

In the title role of Leonore, a.k.a. 
Fidelio, was Adrianne Pieczonka, the 
Canadiansoprano.Youhaveheardbigger 
Leonores , but few s o sincere and affect- 
ing .Ihadforgottenho wmo ving‘ ‘Komm, 
Hoffnung”canbeAndPieczonka’svoice 
hasplentyofcuttingpower. 

Florestan was Jonas Kaufmann, the 
German tenor, a huge star over here 
(andabigenoughoneinAmerica,too) . 


I have often written of the Cult of 
Kaufmann. I don’t quite get it. He is a 
fine tenor, and I have heard him give 
superb performances, as well as medio 
creones .Heisp robablythebestParsifal 
(in Wagner ’s opera of the same name) 
wehave.Butacult? 

In any case, he sang like he deserved 
oneinthis He is underpowered 

for the role: an essentially lyric tenor, 
ratherthanaheroicone.(Incidentally,an 
historic heroic Florestan, Jon Vickers, 
died in J uly . ) B ut he us es to maximum 
effectwhathehas.Nordidhestrain,on 
this evening. His crescendo at the 
beginning of Florestan’s monologue — 
“Gott!WelchDunkelhier” — wasmem- 
orable. As an actor, he executed Claus 
Guth’ s plan to a T. Or so it seemed to 
me,fromtheseats. 

Iwillshafttherestofthecasttoretum 
to the production. Operas usually give 
directorsalotofleeway.Thatiscertainly 
true of Fidelio. But there is leeway and 
thereishijacking. 

A longtime patron here in Salzburg 
reminisced almost tearfull y about the 
1950s production of Fidelio by Herbert 
von Karaj an (who of course conducted 
too) .Onthestageattheend,shesaid,you 
sawthelightandredemptionofthemusic 
and the story. Everything matched. This 
wasBeethoven’strue Fidelio. 

Now, we should beware nostalgia, 
and we shouldrecognize that some tra- 
ditions existtobejunked. Butamodi- 
cum of fidelity, in an oper aproduction, 
isdesirable, andneeded. 

“Thefaddistsaresoclever,”saidLorin 
Maazel to me in a 2009 interview, 
“because they paint you into a corner.” 
Their trick, he elaborated, is to say, “If 
you object to us, you’ re a conservative, 
you’re a fuddy-duddy, you’re a living 
anachronism! What we do is new!” 
Maazel was a maj or conductor here in 
Salzburg,ashewasallovertheworld.He 
diedlastsummer. 

It was because of “Euro-dreck, ” as he 
called it, that he stopped coming to 
Salzburg. Guth and his Fidelio are not 
Euro - dreck . Herr Guthi s a serious and 
talented man. But I wish he and his 
confreres would apply their talents to 
new works — plays, operas, TV shows, 
videos ? — of their own. If you don’ t like 
Beethoven’shappyending,don’tgoto,or 
direct, Beethoven’s opera. (Which, not 
thatanyoneasked4S,guntomyhead,my 
favoriteopera. Probably.) NR 
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Film 


Speed 

ROSS DOUTHAT 

I t’ s striking that the five Mission: 
Impossible films ,madeacrosstwo 
decades in an ever-changing 
Hollywood, have all starred Tom 
Cmise.Eveninthisageoffranchisesand 
costumed stars, it’s hard to think of 
many actors who have been associated 
withthesamecharacter — beitaBondor 
aB atman — forquiteaslongasCruisehas 
been playing the part of Ethan Hunt. 
Especiallyanactorwhowasmuch,much 
bigger than the character when he first 
tooktherole : Yes , VinDieselhasbeenin 
sixoftheseven FastandFurious movies, 
but Diesel needs the paychecks; yes, 
Robert Downey Jr. has now played Iron 
Manfi vetimes , butthatpart was central 
tohiscomeback.WhereasCruisedidthe 
first M:I filmwhenhewasathisabsolute 
peak, in the days of Jerry Maguire and 

TheFirm mdAFewGoodMen Andhere 
he is 20 years later still doing it. Even 
thoughhe’s no longer quite as bankable 
asheoncewas,thestudiosaren’tlooking 
forayoungerreplacement;even though 
thepartisn’texactlythekindoflegacy- 
burnishing role that movie stars of his 
vintageoftenlookfor,hekeepscoming 
backtoit. 

Thebestexplanation — andthisthought 
is hardly original to me — is that Cruise 
keeps playing Hunt because Hunt is 
Cruise.Theroleisaperfectmarriageofa 
movie-starpersonaandacinematicchar- 
acter, and at this point it’s impossible to 
imagineanyotheractorinthepart. 

Whichisnotbecausetheroleisextra- 
ordinarily complicated, distinctive, deep . 
Indeed, thewholepointofEthanHuntis 
thathe’s apuredoer, with little time for 
romance, internal wrestling, or regret: 
Themissionisimpossible,buthe’sgoing 
to pull it off, and we’re going to watch 
him do it. But not effortlessly, the way 
Bondorsomeothersmoothiespymight; 

„ notinawinkingway,Mathe’ SOsaction 
g stars . No, the point of Hunt is that even 
I thoughhe ’ sconfidentinhisabilities ,e ven 
|thoughatthispointeveryonearoundhim 
iis supremely confident, he still has to 



Tom Cruise in Mission: Impossible— Rogue Nation 


work hard for everything — every wild 
maneuver,everydeath-defyingstuntAnd 
he’snotafraidtoletyouseehimsweat. 

Which is how it’ s always been with 
CruisetheactoriHisgiftandcursealikeis 
thathe’s always made the audience feel 
very awareofhowhardhe ’ strying,ho w 
much he’s putting into every part, how 
intensely,madly,trulyhewantsto be the 
star.He’snottheretosmolderorpout,he 
doesn’ tdo subtlety particularly well, and 
mysteryisbeyondhim.Buthe’sgoingto 
makesurethatyoudon’ tlookaway. 

Hisbestroleshavefoundwaystoplay 
withthispersona,tobuffetitorsubvertit 
abit. JerryMaguire ,forwhichheproba- 
bly deserved an Oscar, was basically a 
“WhatifromCruisegotfired?”elevator 
pitch; his vicious pickup artist in 
Magnolia was basically “What if Tom 
Cruiseusedhispo wersfore vil?’ ’ ^lismil- 
itaryPRmanintherecent,excellent Edge 
ofTomorrow was “What if Tom Cruise 
weresecretlyacoward?” 

And all his public-image problems 
have stemmed frommoments — jumping 
on the couch, the leaked Scientology 
video — when his star persona suddenly 
seemedalittlebittooreal,likesomething 
he was actually dialing down for his 
movies,likeapsychosisinsearchofafit- 
tingmoniker. (‘ ‘MaverickS yndrome’ ’ ?) 

Butthe Mission: Impossible movies 
offemstheCruisepersonawithouteither 
complicationorapology.Huntisthe“liv- 
ing manifestation of destiny,” a chas- 
tenedcriticsaysneartheendofthelatest 
installment, which sounds vaguely like 
something out of Dianetics — but the 
whole point of these movies is to make 
you believe in it, in him, in Hunt and 
Cruisealike. 


And the latest one, irrelevantly subti- 
tled “Rogue Nation,” is one of the best. 
Theplotis theusual : Misguidedbureau- 
crats (embodiedby Alec Baldwin) want 
to shut down the Impossible Missions 
Eorce (the other IME) for reckless 
brinkmanship and other action-movie 
necessities, which is a Big Mistake 
becausethere’sasuper-villainousorgani- 
zation on the loose, the so-called 
Syndicate, led by a supervillain-y 
Solomon Lane (Sean Harris), that only 
Huntcanpreventfromcontinuingtodis- 
appearSouthAsianaircraft,amongother 
resonantactsofterror. 

The gang — Luther (Ving Rhames), 
Benji(SimonPegg),andBrandt(Jeremy 
Renner) — is back to help him, and of 
course there’s a girl, a double or triple 
agent with the mo vielandname of “lisa 
Eaust” (RebeccaEerguson), with whom 
Cruise is paired for set pieces, not sex: 
fisticuffs , gunplay, high- speed chases , a 
multi-assassinset-toataVienneseopera 
house, a deep dive to break into an 
underwatersecuritysystem,andmore. 

Peoplelikedthelast Impossible movie 
alot,mostlybecauseofhowcapablythe 
director. Brad Bird, shot its set pieces 
(particularly a vertiginous Hunt assault 
on Dubai’s Burj Khalifa). But for my 
money this one , helmed and scriptedby 
the now-frequent Cruise collaborator 
Christopher McQuarrie, is the better 
movie overall: more consistent, a little 
more interesting plot- wise, and lifted 
considerably by Eerguson’s unusually 
vividcharacter. 

SoCruisecanbreatheeasy(ifheever 
does) . He ran the race, fought the fight, 
and, this time, proved that he can still 
closethedeal. NR 
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Happy Warrior BY DAVID HARSANYI 



Text 


Poor Powerless Washington 


M any ofyou looked the other way when 
DonaldTrump accusedillegalMexican 
immigrantsofbeingrapistsandmurder- 
ers, because you’ve had it up to here 
with those do-nothings in Washington. When he de- 
meaned John McCain’s military service — only losers 
get captured, of course — many of you shrugged be- 
causeaTrumpcandidacymeansalwaystellingitlikeit 
is. And when he insinuated that cable-news favorite 
Megyn Kelly is some sort of “bimbo you let it slide 
becausethere’salreadyfartoomuchpoliticalcorrect- 
nessinAmerica. 

Wegetit.You’reangry.Surely, though, eventhemost 
frustrated voter should concede that some positions are 

beyondthepale. 

In a recent interview on Meet the Press , Chuck Todd 

askedthereal-estatetycoonwhetherhebelievedWashing 
ton, D.C., deserved voting representatives in Congress, 
like the 50 states. After some of his predictable self- 
as suredblathering , the 69-y ear-oldofferedno obj ection, 
uttering the following words : “I would like to do what 
ever’sgoodfortheDistrictofColumbia.” 

Obviously, this kind of inanity should disqualify any 
candidate from higher office — especially a candidate 
who’s in the midst of pretending to be a conservative 
Republicanasheseeksthehighestoffice. 

TherearethoseofuslivinginWashingtonforwhomthe 
District of Columbialicense-plate slogan, T axation with- 

out REPRESENTATiON,isarefreshingreminderthatourstatist 
technocraticneighborsarethankfullyunabletofullypartici- 
pate in the democratic process. Most residents, though, 
regardthesloganasasummationofacompellingcontem- 
porary grievance. Which is weird. Because there are few 
things less convincing than listening to a Washingtonian 
whineaboutdisenfranchisement. 

As you probably know, the DistrictofColumbiais a 
special federal district and does not elect voting repre- 
sentatives or senators. This meant that America was 
deprivedofaCongressmanMarionBarry,afactthatin- 
explicablyupsetsmanyofthe600,000orsopeoplewho 
liveinthecity. 

Afewyearsback,PresidentBarackObamamadecom- 
mon cause with the D.C. -voting-rights campaign by 
using Washington’ sT axation without Representation 
license plates on all presidential limousines . Surely his 
support had absolutely nothing to do with the fact that 
Democratswouldbetheundoubtedbeneficiariesofvot- 
ingrepresentationforD.C.No,thepresidentarguedthat, 
after living in the city for a number of years, he’ d wit- 
nessed “firsthand how patently unfair it is for working 
familiesinD.C.toworkhard,raisechildren,andpaytaxes 
withouthavingavoteinCongres s . ” 

Mr. Harsanyi is a senior editor of the Federalist. 


TheproblemwiththiscontentionisthatD.C. denizens 
are the most overrepresented constituency in America. 
Noonelivinganywhereinthenationhasamoresignifi- 
cant say over policymaking. This place is infested with 
lawyers, do-gooders, media, and public-relations types, 
all of them proposing, writing, lobbying, commenting, 
flacking, or dictating policy. Yet speak to the average 
Washingtonianandyoumightgettheimpressionthatthe 
citylivesintheshadowofamomentousinjustice. 

Ho w the victims of this tyranny suffer ! The District ’ s 
personalincomeperresidentis around$7 5 ,000, accord- 
ingtoareportfromthecity’schieffinancialofficer.The 
U.S. per capita personal income is around $44,000. 
Connecticut,secondonthelist,comesinaround25per- 
cent below the capital city. D.C. residents like to com- 
plain about all the federal taxes they pay, but since 
Washingtonproducesnothingbutlawsandwhitepapers, 
considerthecity’sperpetualeconomicboomataxpayer- 
fundedgiftthatkeepsgiving. 

I would like to believe that the Founders anticipated 
the kind of people who would be drawn to a center of 
nationalpower.lt’ sindisputable, ho we ver,thattheyfully 
understood the influence a capital could have on the 
nation.Sincethefederalgovernmentexercisespowersover 
states (now more than ever) , allowing those who popu- 
latethecenterofpowertovoteinarepresentativedemoc- 
racywouldonlyimbuewhateverstatethecapitalwasin 
with extraordinary sway to dominate the others, under- 
miningfederalism.Theonlythingworsethanendowing 
astatewiththiskindofdisproportionateauthoritywould 
betocreateacapitalcityandtreatitasifitwereastate 
ofitsown. 

Afew years back, the Inter- American Commission on 
HumanRights — agroupincludingsuchnationsasBolivia 
andVenezuela — foundthattheUnitedStateswasinviola- 
tion of the Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man. 
NotbecausetheD.C.schoolsystemspendsnearly$30,000 
annuallyperpupilwhile83percentofitsstudentsarestill 
not proficient in reading , or because Washington now 
ranks as the most congested metropolitan area in the 
United States, but rather because the Constitution denies 
D.C. residents the ability to participate in congressional 
legislating.CriticsofthisarrangementclaimthatAmerica 
isthe“onlydemocracyintheentireworld”wheretheresi 
dents of the capital have no say in national lawmaking. 
Everyoneelsesays,ThankGod. 

“Iwouldliketodowhatever’sgoodfortheDistrictof 
Columbia” is the kind of thing a construction magnate 
building a $200 million hotel on Pennsylvania Avenue 
mightsaytoappeaselocalgovernment.SoTrumpsaysit. 

The good news is that, like almost every audacious 
promise made by the nation’ s mes sianic populist of the 
moment, thedecision to grant Washington votingrights 
wouldnotfallunderhispurview. NR 
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